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THE ARGUMENT. 

The champion of the Amazons difcovcrs himfelf to bc Guido 
of the houie of Clarmont, and gives an account of the hiC- 
tory and firft eftablifhment of die Amazon govemment. The 
wanriors confijit.tPge^er qp thp ifieaps pf qu|ttÌ9g thf coun- 
try. Marphifa would perfuade thèm to efkéì it by force of 
arms. Guido takes the management upon himfelf; aiìd next 
morning they attempt to break through the whole body of the 
Amazons, but are nearly ovopowered by numbers, when 
Aftolphoi blowing his hom, drives ali the Amazons before 
him. SanibnettOy Guido, Gryphon, Aquilant, and MaqMà,^ 
being terrified with the reft^ precipitately haften on board the 
(hip preparod for ^eai, and leav^ A^lphabe^ind ;heau The 
knights àné Marinila ^erwards knding, Marphifa pafte 
from the others. Her encounter with Gabrina, Pinabello^ 
and laftly with Zerbino. 
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IN fields of battle, and the Mufcs* lore, 
What wonders have becn wrought by damcs of 
yorc, 
Whofe fkill in arms and letters fpreads their praife 
Throughout the world to thcfe far-diftant days ! ^ ' ' 

Ver. I. Infiélds ofbattk^ &c.] Thìs introduéllon féema t^ 
have been copied and enlarged by Spenfer in his Faùy Queen. 

Where is the antique glory now become» 
That wfailom wont in women to appear ? 
Where be the brave atchicvements done by fome ? 
Where be the battles, where the fhield and fpeai: ? &r. 

Book ni. C. iv. St. I. 

B 2 Camilla 
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Camilla and Harpalicc, renown'd 5 

In hardy camps, with wreàths unfading crown'd. 

And Sappho and Corinna, hcld fo high 

For LcarniBgVfacred gifts, fliajl never die. , 

Oppos'd to man, behold the beauteous race. 

In every fcience, our renown efFace j io 

And each, who turns the Icaf of ftory paft. 

Shall undiminifti'd fee their honours laft. 

Ver, 5. Camilla and Harpalice^-^ Camilla, queen of die 
Volfcians, a female warrior, who carne to the ailiftaiice of 
Turnus, and wa§ treacheroufly flain by Aruns. See Virgil's 
Mn. vii. xi. Harpalice was a warlike virgin of Thrace, who, 
when the Getc, a people of Scythia, had made her &ther pri« 
fbner, colleffcd together a body of troops widi great celerity, 
fuddenly attacked the enemy, cut a great number to pieces, and 
fet her father at liberty. 

^ Ver. 7. '-^ Sappho . and Cbrinnà^'^] Sappho, a' well-known 
poetefs, hom at Lefbos. See her Epiftle to Phaon,. in Ovid. 
Therc were three of the name of Corinna, ali fkilled in létters. 
One was of Thebes, one of Thefpis, and the third of Co- 
rìnth. The laft liveJ at thè time, and is fuppofed tò have 
been the'favourite, of Ovid; but the moft femous was flie 
who, in a trial^^of poetry, conquered the great poet Pindar. 
Her glory feems to have been fuUy eftablifhed by the .public 
memoriàl of her pifture exhibited in her native city, and 
adorned -with a fymbol of her viftory. Paufanias, wbo faw 
it, fupppfes her tq bave been one of the handfomeft women 
of her age. Time has left us only a few fcraps of Corinna's 
poetry, 

. -. Though 
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Thoughfuch examples fecm of late:to,faiI, • *. « . 
Not always.cviiinftuencclhall. prevali, ,, .7 

Whcn thofe, whofe writings Ihould thcir voxth rcvcaU 
Through ignorancc or cnvy. oft conceaL : .. ,1 6 
Yet, in our times, I fce with joyful eyes 
Such countlcfs virtueis in the fcx arife, 
As well may claim the pen and faithful page , 

To hand them down to every future age. 20 

Then flanderers* tongues no more with canker'd Ipecch 
Shall taint thofe glories which they cannot reach i 
But to fach hcight fliall foar the female nanic, .. j 
As even to leave behind Marphifa's fannie. 

Tó her we now return — tThe dame addrefs'd* 25 
The courteous knight, and anfwer'd hìs requeft. 
Eager to know the youth, flie foon reveal'd 
In few her dreadful name, till then conceard : 

Marphifa am I call'd no more Ihe faid, 

For Fame through every realm the reft hadfpread. 30 

The ftranger then AH here^ I truft, rpay know 

The glorious ftock to which my birth I owe 1 
Not only France,and Spain, cach neighbouring land^ 
But iEthiop, Ind, and Pontus' frozen ftrand, 
Have heard of Clarmont's far-refounding name, 35 
Whencc the bold knight * who fléw Almontes came j 
♦ ♦ Orlando. 

B 3 And 
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And he ^*^> bjr trhom the ficrce Màmbrinò flàìn ' 

(His kingdom laid in min) prcft*d the plain. 

Thlt hlódé ì bóaft— and ncar the Etnrinè ifravés, 

Whcre Ifthcr with hh ftreams the regton lavesf, 46 

To Amon's duke (wHo on that fatcd Ihore 

His wanderings endcd) nnc Conftantia bore. 

One year has tùìì% tincc hcr, in forroiv loft, 

t Icft to feek my friendi on GàHia*s coaft : 

Biit, 'midA: the vOyage, rofe 3 ftormy wìndj • 45 

Aiid hithcf drove me from the port defignM. 

Ten mOfrths have paft, fince here detaìhM I moum' 

The lingermg hoars, and curfe cach day'» retarfi. 

Guido the Sarage, am I caH'd— — a name 

Scarce yct recofded on the lift of fame. 50 

Hcre,, 

* Rinaldo. 

Ver. 49» Guiib fht Siwage^'^'] This éhàraflter appesirs to 
Have be«» iiltrpduccd by Acioftoj as no foch latwae occurs in 
Boprdo. Spenfer ha* a knigkt with the appellation c^ " Sa- 
*' Vage Knight," which feems given him not from any reproach, 
but merefy tó lexprdi a dìrpoTitich kftired te Wfrfy feàtsj and 
ftraager ^é- tke f<j»ftrie& of a court, 

It \v^ a g9odly fwain^ ai^d of gfeat migh^ 

But in vain fbews, that vont young knights bewitch, . 

Md* cowrtTy fervices, took no delight. 



Jt was, to weet, the g©oé Sir Sat)ffane, 
That rang'd abroad, to feek adventures wild, 

A? 
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Hcre, *ith his tón^compccrs, in liftcd fiéld, ;^^ti-;^i^ 
I Angdon of Melibsa kiU'd. 
Ncxt the foft conflid with the dames I try'd. 
And ridw ten -tvedded partncrs grace mjr fide, 
Whòftij faìrcft, gentlcft of the female band, 55 

I chofé, and tuie with ilncontroird command. 
Thus ihdU he fare, whom, on the fated day, 
Prevailing Fortliné gìvM the ten to flay. 

The warriori queftion'd Guido, whence fo few 
The nialcs appcàr'd, and why the female crew 60 
Bach hufband to their fovereign will compeird, 
When males in other lands dominion held ? 
Then Guido anfwer'd^^^ — Often while detain'd 
I here have liv'd, I heard the caufe explain^ 
Alidwhatl heard, ihall teli, finceyou denìand. 



stain'd '% 
lin'd, l 
[ìand. 65 J 



As was his wont, in foreft and in plain. 
He was ali arm*d in rugged fteei, nhlS'd^ 
As ih die finoky forge it was compil'd. 
And in his fcutcheon bore a fatyr 's head, 

Fairy Queen, B, III, C vii. St. 29. 

Apin^ tn>ahother pkcC. 

" ■ ' ■ On his fliidd was writ, 

** Selvagge fans fineflè,** fliewing fecret wit. 

This explanation may ferve for Ariofto, who hgs afligned no 
reafon for giving ^is name to Guidò. 

B 4 Now 
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Now twicc ten years claps'd, the Grccian fcands 

From Troy return'd to vicw their native lands, / 

(Ten years the ficge endur*d, as many toft 

On advcrfe feas, they rov'd from coaft to :coaft) ' 

Arriv'd, they found their wives, who vainly try'd 70 

To bear fuc^ abfence, hàd their place fupply*d 

With young gallants, whom to their love they Icd, 

No more to freezè in "a forfakcn bed. 

Thè Grecians findihg with another's breed . . 

Their dwellings fiU'd, by jpint confent agreed 75 

T' excufe th' offence ; for each well knew his wife 

Could ne'er fo long forget the nuptial life : 

But the fad children, born of lawlefs love, 

Muft exil'd thcncc a v^grant fortune prove ; 

Nor would the hufbands fo entail difgrace, 80 

To nourifh, at their cofl:, a fpurious race. 

Some were expos'd, and fome with batter fate 

Their mothers kcpt conceard to man's eftate. 

Some, from their native feats, in various bands, 

As chance direfted, rov'd to foreign lands. 85 

Some arms purfu'd^ fome chofe the ftudent's toih 

Some foUow'd arts 5 fome plough'd the ruftic foil : 

Thefe liv'd in courts j thofe ferv'd the hcrds to rear i 

As beft it fecm'd to her * who governs here. 

♦ Fortune. 

Departing 
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Dcparting teith the reft, a youthr was feen, 90 
Of Clytcmneftra born, the cruci queen ; 
His age eighteen, and ifreftì m- bloom as (hóws 
"The lily fair, or newly-gatherM rófe. 
He, in a fhip, with ali jprovifìbn ftor'd, 
For wealth and prey each ctéclcind cbaft explor-d. 95 
A hundrcd liké hiriifelf compors'd' his band, 
Wkh care felefted from the Grecian land, ^ 
The Cretans, that Idomeneus expell'd. 
The wretched fire who Cretc's dominion héld, ' ' 
And next, collefting arms and croops, prepar'd.ioo 
Thqir new eftablilh'd fiate frorn foes to guard, 
Engag'd Ph^lantus (fo the youth was nam'd) 
With ampie ftipends, as his merits claim'd, 
To ferve their foldier, while his comrades ali 
With him thcy join'd to guard Diclamnum's wall. 105 
A hundred cities grac'd the.Cretan lands, 
But chief above the refl: Diftamnum ftands. 

Ver. 99. Tìje wretched fire^^'] Idomeneus, king of Crete, 
having vowed, in cafe he returned in fefety from the fiege of 
Tròy, to offer up the firft objea that prefented itfclf, was mct 
by his own fon, whom, to keep his vow, he caufed to be Ikcri- 
ficed. His fubjedls, ftruck with the barbarity of the aftion, ba- 
niflied him from his kingdom. Sce the wholc ftory in Tele- 
machus, Bookii. 

Wealthy 
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Wcalthy and fair, renown'd for Siitiiott>u5 dames : 
Of lovcly forai, for pleafurds, fports^ and gaoKS. 

The dames, accaftQtn'd kindly to recéive i to 
Each foreign gxiCfti to.thefc futh welcome give, 
Tfcat Fittle wahted to the Grceian tfaii» 
O'cf cvéry hòufc to hold thcir boundlefi rtign. 
Vigorous as fair, thè youths tìtóir hfdotjt j^rtìvc 
In blending raptufe»^ sis ÌA kindliAg \oVi. iì^ 

To wìn the fair i few fliort days fulfic'd, 
Till tft^fe o'cr cvcry jóy their lorcrs priz'd. 

New pèatt réftòf'd, Ph^laiitus was relea^'d 
From Wariiké cares ; the fòWier's labouf ceafc'd *, 
And cVery hópc óf future ftipends ò'è/-, lìé 

The youths decrecd to quit the Cròtàn fliórè. 
The moiirning femàles téars ìnteéant (héd, 
As rf fhey vieWd th^ir deàréft pafettts.dead : 
Full oft apÉtt they urg^d them to rértìàiù ; 
But whcn thty fàùttà tàch fond entrcaty raih, ti^ 
Refolv*d with them the yoyage to partake, 
Their brothers, fj«s, and children they forìTìike, 
Whkkr frDtn teef home «àéh bcàrs^ by wary fttaith, 
Rich gems òtptìtt, and cóuntlef^ fumi óf weatth; " 
And with fuch fecret care her dwelling leaves, 130 
That not a man of Crete their flight pcrceives- 

6 So 
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So profpcrous was tht hòur, fo fwift the wiildj 
So well Phàlantus hàd thttr courre defign'd, 
That many a kague hià veflfel plough'd the tide. 
Ere thofe of Ctttt their heavy lóls defcf y M. 135 
At Icngth thls fàted ftrarid, thtn fcaredj j^reft 
By (oot (rf ihòrirais, gave the wandefefs i-eft. 
Scctrrcly hetc they ftay'd, atfid bere awhile 
At Icifure weigh*d the profits of their guile. 
Ten day« tó theitt thifi regidti feem'd a feat 140 
Ofamorotrs pleafurcs, artd à bleft retreat : 
But, as it oft befafh, the falleft joy. 
In youthfui bófórfirrt, fooner tends tó cloy ; 
Ali now agreed to free them fròm'the charge 
Of female rtiates, aftd live agafìfi at large.^ Ì45 

For fìckle man ili brooks the heavy lot, 
To keep the 1;vùtìian when the lovè's forgòt ! 
Eager of rapine, ready to cofitend 
For ravag*d wcalth, but little prone to fpend, 
iThey faw a troop, fo ntimerotis and fi> fair, 150 
Requir'd far othcr than a foldier's care. 
Fòt this, thèrr wretched partners they forfook. 
And, loaded with their fpoifo, thctr coorfe they took 
tó where, in PugKa, near the fea-beat flK>res, 
They foundcd fair Tarentum*s future towers. 155 

The 
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The damesr> abandon'd on a defert coafl, 
Betray'd by thofe in whom thcy trufted moft. 
Along the fands fome days in lilcnt gricf n 

Like ftatues ftood j but finding no rclicf 
From plaints or tcars, thcy turn'd them tO;dcbate i6o 
What nieans nnight bcft rclicV'e thcir iiaplcfi lUtcì 
Whcn, what her.thoughts fuggcfted, caph difc^os'd: 
Some to fcgain thcir native Crete propos'd. 
And rather dare the worft they mighf engagé , 
From a wrong'd hufband, or a father's ragc, . 165 
Than hid in deferts or in forcfts He, 
With want to lingcr, or with famine die. 
Some faid, they never to fuch (hame would bend, 
But rather, plung'd in feas, their being end i 
And urg'd it better far, with hohour loft, 170 

Though poor, or flaves, to rove from coafl: to.coaft, 
Than willing viótims, to their native dime 
Returning; meet the fentcnce of their crime. . - 
r Such wretched thoughts, and ftill more wretched, 

rofe , ' ' 

In every brcaft, from fcnfe of prefent woes. 175 
At length a femalc, Oronthea nam-d, 
Stood forth, who kindred from king Minos claìm*d: 

The 
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The youngeft, faireft of the beauteous band, 

Lefs guilty fhe,:of ali who Icft the land, 

To brave Phalantus had her virgin charms iSo 

Refign'd, and fled for him her parcnts' arms. 

Now while her fpeech and outward looks exprefs'd 

The indignation of a generous breaft, 

She firft condemn'd what each had fingly mov*d, • 

Then urg'd that counfel which the reft approv*d. i J5 

She wiird thjem there tp dweil, for there they found 
A wholefome air, and fields wìth plenty crown'd ; 
Clear filver ftrcams that through the country ftray'd, 
Rich fprea^ding meads, and forefts thick with (hade ; 
Fair ports and bays, that from the ftormy wave 190 
To wandcring fcamen ready Ihelter gave -, 
That now from Afric, now from Egypt brought 
'Thcir barks, with every ftore and treafure fraught. 
She urg'd them there t' abide, and for the fake 
Of thofe who wrong'd them, heavy vengeance takc 
On ali the fex ; and every veflel toft i^ 

By tempefts, driven to Ihelter on the coaft, 
iPiliage and burn, aflail with fire and fteel, 
Nor let a fingle life thcir mercy feel. 

Thus counfeird flie — till ali alike inflam'd 100 
With cruel thoughtS;, the new-madelawproclaim'd. 

When 
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When winds forc-nin a ftorm, the dcfpcratc train 
Of femalcs, arm'd, rufli headlong to the main : 
Thcir fury ruthlcfs Oronthea guides, 
Who, madc thcir quecn, above the >cft prefidcs. 205 
Whatc'er devotcd ftrangcrs touch the ftrand, 
But 'fcape the fcas to perifh by the hand 
Of mad revengc, where firc and fword affail, 
Till not a wrctch remains to teli the tale. 
Thus fome few ycars the widow'd females fhow aio 
A fettled hate of man» their mortai foe. 
But, fliould they Hill perfift, they foòn muft find 
Ccrtàin dcflrruftion hovering o'er their kind. 
Should noyoung ofEspring from thcmfelvcs dcfccnd, n 
Their ftate, thcir namc, their vengcance foon muft 1 
end, ^15 1 

Whìch to remoteft timcs they labour'd to extend. J 
Thcir rigour then relax'd^ and cvery crew 
Explor'd with care that to thcir region drew . 
Ili four fucceeding ycars ; from thefc, at length, 
Ten knights they chófc, of manly form and ftrcngth j 
Whofe youthful vigour, bred in amorous games, aai 
Suffic'd to meet in love their hundred dames» 
A hundred form'd their whole, and evcry ten 
One hu/band claìm'd : but e'er the chofcn men 

Thèir 
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Thcir fafety fòund, what numbcrs loft thcir life ! ^15 
AH found uoequal to the arduous ftrife. 
The tcn, in trial wcll approv'd, they take, 
Ajìd paitners of their bed and kingdom make ; 
]put fwcar thcm firft, that tvery wanderer Icd, 
pf every rank, thofe hapkfs {hort% to trc^d, ijo 
"VVithout diftinftion by their iwords fliould fall. 
And one remorfelefs flaughter fwallow alh 

The dames^ nov pregnant grown, begaa witk 
fear \ ^ 

To YÌew the day of their delivery near, 
Left in fuccceding time the numbers bom 235 

Of iflue nule^ fhould hold their law in fcorn 5 
And they, at length, behold in evil hour 
To hated nun revert their darling power. 
For this they fought fuch danger to rcpel. 
Ere years had taugh^ their children to rebet 140 
And threat their freedom ; hence a law decreed 
The motjier^s care one only male (hould breed. 
Their new-born fons from Ihore to Ihore they fent, 
With charge to thofè who thus commiflkm'd went, 
T' exchange the boys fèr girls in diftant lands> 245 
Or not, at leaft, return with cmpty hands. 

Nor 
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Nor. had the dames in mere comp'affion fpar'd 
A fingle man, fave but their herds to guard> 
Ànd keep alive their name ; and thus waS Ihown 
Their law's ftern mcrcy to themfelvcs alone I 250 
AH others felt its rage, one only grace 
The ftrangers found, that whcn thcy feach'd the 

place 
They fell not ali" at once feencath this cruci race. 
If tcn, if twenty, or if more.arriv'd, , 
In chains they lay, of liberty depriv'd j 255 

Whence'every d.^y w^s drawn, by fate decrced^ 
A wretch devoted in the fané to bleèd ; 
Where, in the midft, by .Oronthèa rcar'd, . 
A drcadful aitar to Reyenge appear'd ; 
While, nam'd by lot> one held the r^ady knifc, 260 
To Ihed, in facrificc, his comrade's life. 

Long years had paft, when to th' inhupian fhore 
A nobile youth his lucklefs fortune bore j 
Fròm great Alcides* ftock his birth he claim'd. 
In arms expcrienc'd, and Elbanio nam'd. . 26 ^ 
Him, carelefs of a foe, and unprepar'd, 
At once they fciz'd, and with a numerous guard, 
With ali his crew, detain'd in cruel thrall, 
Sad viétims deftin*d by their laws. to fall. 

Fair 
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» 

Fair was the youth,. of femblance rarély feen, * ay'o 

Of graccful carriage and commanding mien j 

So from his lips the honey'd accents broke, 

That venom'd afps might liften while he fpoke, 

From fame the news of his arrivai caught, 

To Alexandra's gcntle ear was brought; 275 

Fair Alexandra, born of her who fway*d 

The fceptre Hill, though now with years dccay'd : ^ 

Stili Orontbea liv'd, but none furviv'd, 

Save her alone^ of ali that firft arriv'd 5 r 

While, as their years incrcas'd, the fcmalc crcw 280 

Increas'd in ftrength, and in dominion grew. 

Ten knights, renown'd fordeeds of arms atchievM„ 
With hoftile welcome, ali that carne, rccciv'd. 
Naw Alexandra, eager to behold 
A youth whofe praife report fo loudly told, 285 
To Oronthea her requeft prefcrr'd. 
And faw Elbanio, and his convcrfe heard. 
But when ihe fought to go, her virgin heart 
Felt the firft throbbìng of an amorous fmart. 
In vain flie ftruggled : fhe at length remain'd 290 
A helplefs prifoner by her captive chain'd, 
Elbanio then— ^ — O fijiireft of thy kind ! 
If pity here could e'er reception find, 

VoL.IIL C Pity, 
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Pity, wbich àwtih whcre'cr the fun diQ>lày*d 

Givcs tints to objéàs> ànd gìvci light to diiidè» 295 

Fain woolà^i «òw (by thoft tlraiìfcctideiit chài^ms 

Whofe powcrful inflvience tvttf ga«er wamis) 

From thcc requeft my life, that wh« I owé 

Td thcc prolongy, for tbce I might bcftów : 

But if dire fury bere the virgin ftecla joo 

To cècb foft paffion human nature feels, 

I alk not life — fuch hopcis I know are vain, 

But Ict me yet a warrior's right obtain. 

WhàteVr tny fate— O t give me but to wifcfd 

My glorious arms, and die with fpear and :flìrc!d ! J05 

Net lìke fòéié criminal whom laws arraìgn. 

Or bnital beaft bcfore tìie aitar flain. 

Fair Alcxandra, in whofe lovely eycs • 

Coìfnpaflkwi pl'caded for the youth, repliès, 

Thpugh favage isour land, more cruci known 310 
Than eyery reàlm, yét think not I fliall own 
Each wontàn a Medea,— wère die mind 
Of ali oTirfemkfeè 9n ddbrùftion join'd, 
Tet I alòttc NKrOirH 'rile above my kind : 
Or if, likc ^feny -^ ^otjl "^kh fury ffeerd, 3 1 5 

I fecm'd till hòW tìnLknpWiiig bow to yicid, 

TiU 
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Till thy arrivai hefe, pferchftncc tber^ cam<ì 
No flxangcr that might «qu«d fttFom- cUim. 
But fure fome tigrefi h» njy fe^l wflftui'd. 
And more thm adamaiit tpy bo&irt fr»ip*d i 32P 
If whcn I yìcw thy valour^ form, a^d ^gc» 
CoDipadloii chace not eli vindi^ive rpg^. 

! woaM to Heavon I i9Ìght 4S ^^} ajrrefl: 

Th' inbuman lav tEac binda Mch irnsti;*b^4 gu^ft> 

As freely now my death I wauld re^eivc, 345 

And, with my own, thy batter life rcpriwe l 

But here np rank araik tp bre^k thy chai/ij 

And what chou alk'ft, though iittlc> liard to gVD ; 

Yet ali I can, txpeft-^wfaile muph I dxcné 

New fufFerìngs hang o'cr tfay dcv^oted^ad l 334 

Let me but meet (Elbanio thus rcjoin^d) 
The ten in arms— -fo firm my heart I ifiad^ 

1 truft t' cfcape with Kle the iloody fray. 

And every foe, thowgh trebly arm'd, to flay# . ^ 
To this the vtrgin-fair made no jepiy, 3^ 

But from her bofom drew a tender l(i^ : - \ 
She wcnt, and parting, in her heart ihc fottti(}. 
A thoufand ihafcs, and f ach a cHrelefs wpund i^ 
Then fought her mother, and with carwft praycr 
JncUn'd thè cjucen the noble youth to ijpare s 34^ 

C a On 
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On this conditìon, that in liftcd fight 
The tcn ihoùld pcrilh by his fingle might. 

Qucen Óronthca thcn the female train 
To council call'di and thus hcr fpecch bcgan. 

From cvtry crew whom chance may hither fcnd, * 
Wc ftill fhould place the braveft to defend ^^6 
Our port and fborcs : by trial muft wc chufe^ 
What fits our wants to take, and-what refufé, . 
Left, to our wrong, the coward ibul Ihould rifc 
To reign amongft us, while the valiant dies* 350 
If with my judgmcnt>.you, O friends! agrce, 
Lict US hcnccùirxh a fovereign .law.decree, 
That every-knight, by fortune hither led, ; 
Ere in the dréadful fané his. bloòd we, fhed, ' 
Shall (in fuch compaft if he dare? engagé) ^SS 
At once with ten the combat fingly wagej 
And (hould.helconqucr ali, he, with a train 
Of chofen òtherSj fliall our guard maintain* 
Thus far I /peak, fince in our prifon lies 
A captive, wbo:tQ battle tcn defies, 360 

Should he their equal prove— forbid it Heaven !— 
But to fuch wòlrth fomeiavour fhould be given : 
' Or ihould he fail in what he rafhly dares. 
Ile mcets tkè punilhraent hijiifelf prepares* 

Thus 
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Thus OrontKea "to the council faid, 365 

When from the eldeft one this anfwer made. 

Th' important caufe whenc?. we^ to change began 
Our firft dcfign, and commerce hold with man, 
Was not to guard our ftate froni foreign bands; 
For this pur conftant ibuls, our valiapt hands, 370 
Might well fuffice— O ! could wc but extend 
Our race as well, which time, alas I muft end 
Without the help of man— and hence we makc ■ 
'Our choice of youths, but only one we take 
To wed ten damcs, lefl: man the fovereign fway 375 
Frqm us fliould rcnd, and we in turn obey. 
Wc need not malcs our empire to defend, 
But mùft for progeny on thefe depend. - 

In this alone their prowefs we require, 
Nor othcr aid, nor othcr ta(k defire. j8o 

To kcep a chief whofe nervous limbs combine 
The ftrength of ten, muft fruftrate our dcfign. 
If fuch a troop his fingle arm can flay, 
How many women fhall he hold at bay ? 
Were fuch our prefent ten, one fatai hour 385 

Had to themfelves transferr'd the ruling power. 
Ili fuits it US, who wiftì to hold command, 
T* entruft our weapons in a ftranger*s hand. 

C 3 Grant 
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Grant that thy boftfted youth fo far fucceed, 

That hy kiar art» òur chofen ten Ihould blecd t 39Ù 

A hundrcd wòmón, widow'd by his fwòrd^ 

Shall fee thcir liuftaftds'dcaths with tcars deplor'd : 

Then, fliòuld lié Tcape with life, kt him fulfii 

Far othcr talk than ten brave youtKs to kill t 

If with a hundred dames he Mfilì fupply 595 

The placie of thofc they mòurn, he (hall not die. 

Artemia thu3 hèr cruel thóughts difplay'd/ 
(So was (he narn'd) and had her counfel fway'd, 
Elbanìo, in the templc's dire abodes, 
Had fall'n a vi6lim to th* infernal gods. 406 

But Oronthca, with a mother's love, 
Reply'd, and every hearer*s mind tO move, 
Such reafons tirg'd, that rtioft, with onc confènt, 
Their fufFrage yieldcd for the queen's content. 
Elbanio's matchlefs graces deep impreft, 405 

With powerful dharm in every youthful breaft^ 
Againft thofe elders weigh'd, whofe ruthlcfs mind 
With fierce Artemia*s rigorous fentence join*d, 
T* enforce thcir ancicnt law ; While fome agreed 
(No terms premis'd) Elbanit) fhould be freed. 410 
At length 'twas fix'd, the youth fhould grace obtain, 
When in the lift his arm the ten had flain ; 

6 And 
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And nextj nQt with n huA4rc4 cpofprt^ try*4 . 
A hufband's faiKÌoc6> hut vitb tcn fqpply'd. 

Th' cnfljing day, to liberty rcftor'd, 415 

The ]^siight r^ceiy'4 hi$ ^ripour, fteed^ and fword : 
Alone ^g^nft tb^ w^rìor (en he ftood. 
And one by one he Ihed their vital blood : 
At nightj tii (how in Cupid*$ fchool his mx, 
With ten fair d^mes h^ pjày*d the lover's partj 42^ 
Who, taugbt by bim connubial joy» to prove, 
AH rofe ^jcpcrienc'd Yot*rie$ pf love. 

For tbi3 the youtb with Orontheà won 
Such added grace, ihe chofe him for ber fon. 
And gave him Alcxandra's charais to wed ; 425 
With ber tbe other ninc, ^1) whom he led, 
Ten virgins late, to (bare his genia! bed. 
Sbc left the youth with Alexandra fair, 
(From whom the' Und w«$ nam'd) ber kingdbm's 

beir, ^ 

On this condìtion, that hÌ3 future reìgn 430 

Might ftill this ftatutt tbrough tbe realm maintain ; 
That cvery wanderer thcre fhouid lofe his lifc. 
Or meet ten warriors in unequal ftrife ; 
Thofc could he firft in dangerous combat foil, 
Then find, withten fair dames, his fortune fmilè 5 435 

C 4 O'cr 
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O'cr thefe he fhouid prefide, and at his will 
Diimifs his confofts, or their places fili ; 
And hold the fway, till to the land arriv'd 
Sonae foreign knight that him of life dcpriv'd. 
Two thoufand years have roH'd, fincc firft was 
plann'd 440 

This hateful law, and ftill it rules the land. 
Few days elapfe, but, for a facrifice, 
• Some haplefs ftranger in the tempie dies. 
Oft when, as chance direAs, a fearlefs knight 
Dares, like Elbanio, arm him for the fight, 445 
Ecfore th* opponent's foot his life he lays. 
And, ah ! how rare the fòcond proof effays : 
Such have been found, but fuch fo rare befel, 
That on the fingers we their names may teli. 
Of thefe was Argillan — but little fpace 450 

He wìth his wives maintain*d the fovereign place j 
For hither driven by tempefts from the dctp, 
I clos*d his eyes in everlafiing fleep. 
O had I Ihar'd that day his envy'd death. 
And not prolong'd in bonds a fhamcful breath ! 455 

Ver. 449. That on the fingers^ &c. — ] Aludicrous exprefl 

Con, to denote how few adventurers had been fuccefsfiil in their 

trial with the Amazons. The words are literal from the 

Italian. 

Gay 
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Gay pleafures, fmiling fports, and amorous toysj 
Each foft delight that youth like mine cmploys ; 
Rich vefts ,and jcwels that the perfon grace ; 
And, 'midft his peers, pre-eminence of place, 
Heaven knows avail but little him, who croft 460 
By envioUs Fortune, has his freedom loft ! 
Ah! wretch! that while I thus niy bonds deplorc, 
Muft never hope to' quit this hateful (bore ! 
To fee vile floth my faireft flower deftroy 
In prime of life, embitters cvery joy. 465 

The fame of Clarmont wide her wings extends 
To higheft heaven from earth*s remotcft ends ! 
O ! to my brethren's could I join my name, 
Mydeedswith theirs might honour's portion claim! 
Hard is my lot, condemn'd a life to Icad 470 

In fuch vile fervice,.like the wretched fteed, 
That blind, or larhe, or with enfeebled force, 
Unfit for battle or the dufty courfe, 
Is, with his fellow-brutes ths^t turn the foil, 
Condemn'd to every tafk of fervile toil ! 475 

Sincc death alone from fuch detefted thrall 
Can fet me free, on welcome death I cali.. 

Here Guido clos^d his tale, and curs'd the day 
That gave him o'er the U^id detefted fway j 

Gave 
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Cave htm from eith/er iìeld the prire ta bear> 480 
To flay the champions» and to pleafe the fair.. ' 

Aftolpho filent ftood> awhile conccal'dj 
Till now by many a certain mark rcvcal^d. 
In him his kinfman Guido well he knew, 4841 

Who by an alien's bed his birth from Ambn drew. 

Then thus— Behoid the Eoglifh duke confefs*d, 
Thy own Aftolpho herè— he f4Ìd> and prefa'd 
The youthful champi<m with a clofe embrace, 
While tears of pleafure trickled down his face* 
What proof fo certain could we herc receive ^ 490 
What proof^ dear kinfman> could thy mother leave 
To ipeak thy birthj like what thy fword has ihown 
In glorìous fightj to flramp thee for our own ? 

Guido in evcry land, fave this, had yiew'd, 
With joyful grceting, one fo ncar in blood j 495 
But faw him now with grief, fince well he knew. 
The conqucft his, deiftruélion muft enfue 
To England's noblc knight; Aftolpho frieed 
From fear of death or chains, himfelf muft bleedi 
Where this good fortune finds, to that muft ili fuc- 
ceed. 500" 

He mourn'd, that when his arm had won the fight. 
Eternai bonds muft wait each haplcfs knightj 

Nor 
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Nor (Ihould he periih in the doubtful flirifc), 
Could each in frcedom better hold bis lifc. 
If in the firft thcir champion's arm$ prcvail> 505 
A female in the &cond field muil faih ' 
Marphifa hence would conquer ìàm in vain» 
When vi£Um fhe muft fall^ and c^tive$ tbey remain# 
No lefs the vabur of the gei^rous jrouth» 
His early manhood^ and heroic trud^ 510 

Such pity kindkd in Marphifa's breaft, 
Such thoughts infpir'd in every Taliant guefl:> 
That freedom which his death alone could give^ 
On terms iike thefe they wilh'd not ta receive ; 
And if Marphifa with his life muft bùy 515 

Hcr comrades' fafety^ Ihe with him would die» 

To Guido then — Unite thee to our band^ 
And let us quit by force this hated land. 
Such hopes^ alas ! are fruidefs (he reply'd), 
Our combat only muft our fate decide. 52* 

Then ihe — This heart throu^ fcar fhall never fliun 
The glorious taik my arms bave thus begiui : 
Nor know I any fafcr means to try, 
Than what my fword and own right band fupply. 
Such in the battle bave I prov'd thy might, 525 
With thee l dare the moft unequal fight« 

Whcfl, 
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When, on to-morrow*s fun, the vulgar crcw 

Shall throng the theatre our jouft. to vicw, 

Let US on ali our deathful ràge diipcnfc, 

On thofe thatfly, and thofe that m^ke dcfence; 530 

To wolves and vultures caft their bodies dead. 

And fce.thc flames on ali their city fpread, 

Behold me ready (fearlefs Guido cryM) 
To join thy arnns, and pcrifh by thy fide : 
But never muft we hope with life to fly ; 5 J5 

Suffice that unreveng'd we fliall not die. 
Oft.have I told, of this inhuman race, 
Ten thoufand females in the crowded fpace ; 
As many guard the caftle, walis, and. ftrand, 
That none, unqueftion*d, can depart the land. 540 

To whom Marphifa— Be their numbers more • 
Than Xerxes mufter'd on the Grecian fhore : 
Than thofe rebellious fpirits, juftly driven 
To endlefs pains from blifsful feats of heaven. 

Ver. 543. Than thofe vebeUìous fpirits^"^ Some critiòs have 
condemned Ariofto for making Marphifa, a Pagan (or rather 
Mahometan), allude -to the Éite of the àngels, one of the tradi- 
tions of the Chriftian church : but to this it may be anf^yered, 
that the Mahometan religion has adopted many tenets of the 
Mofaic and Chriftian iaith ; and that, among others, the Koran 
refers to the rebelliòn in heaven. Ruscelli. 

. Be 
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Be tihou my àidr--at leaft, affift.not thofc; 545 

Ohe day filali fee ncié routtHisL hoft- òf foes; 

Then Guidò-p-Hear wliat haply may prevali. 
Ali other mqahs are vain ifithisftioùld fall : . 
,Know none but femaJcs eyèr make rèfòrt 
To view the hàrbonror.frequien't'th^'port.: 550 
Of^^U nnywiveìs, in oné I chicf confide, ' . , 
By many aproòf of long afFedion try'd. 
Alike with me, would Ihe dcfiré to break 
My flavilh bonds, could Ihe my flight paftake 5 
So from her rivàk might fhe hope tò prove : 555* 
^The fiiigle partner ofmy future love : , 
She in the bay, ere morn has clear'd the air 
Froip murky Iliade, a pinnace Ihall prepare, 
Which, amply ftorM, your mariners fhall find,- 
To ploTi'gh the deep and catch the favouring wihd. 
Ttovi clofe behind niy guìding ftcps puHiié, ; 561 
Kriights, merchants, feamén, (a determin'd crew) ' 

United fìrraly ; every welcome guefl 

That here has deign'd beneath hiy roof tò reft. 
'Should aught oppofe to ihtercept our "courfe, 565 
Your arms and valour muft a paffage force ; 
And'thus, I truft, with fpeat and fword ih hand> 
To/ {et you free from this detefted land. 

Aft 
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A& as tbou wilt (Marphifa thus reply'd)^ . 
I for my fafety in myfelf confìde. jyo 

Firft by this tnifty weapón's odge (hall fall 
Each foe inclos'd within this fatd waU> 
Ere any eye behoid me flying here» 
Or augbLthac in this bofom argues fear : 
Lct me, with dint of arms, by day depait s $75 
Ali other ways ili fuit the datintkrs hcart. 
Yet werc my fex difclos'd^ a woman^s name 
WoTild fair rcgard from crcry female clainu 
Here might I dwell cftcem'd in highcft grace. 
And 'midft thcir fcnatc hold an honour*d placcj 580 
But fince with thefe I came^ with tfaefe to ihare 
One common fortune is alone my care; 
Nor would I poorly freedom herè retain^ 
Or hence depsut while tfaefe in bonds remain« 

Marphifa thus, and by her words madc known, 58 J 
That more her comrades' (afcty than her own 
Reftrain'd her ardour ; lefl: on thom fhould fall 
Thofe nrifchicfs, wJiich Are foaght t' avert from ali. 
Elfe had (he ioofen'd on the fcmaie kind 
Her gencTOus wrath -, but now with coder mind 
Tó Guido's condud ftic the day refign'd- 591 

Guidoj 
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Guido^ hy night3 bis faitiiftil dame addrefs'd, 
Aleria, of his coiifoits lov'd the beft: 
Nor need^ed mvch to move her gentl«e mind 
To fecond what hcr dcareft lord defign'd. 595 

A (hip flie chofe with due jprovifions ftorM> / 

And ali her wealthieft treafures plac'd on board ; 
Therh with her còmrades, feign'd tó morning break 
la feftrch of fpoil a vefìtuTo^as ctvi'Zc to make. 
Meanwhilc, bencath her roof fte bade preparc 600 
Spears, buckkrs, fwords, each impJement of war ; 
With thefe agaifiià th' ufìnumber'd foes to ftand, 
Tò &nfi the merch^nts and the failor baiid. 
Ali n%ht, «gamH furpriw, the guard they keep, 
By turnsthey hoM the watch> by tums they fleep 5 60 j 
And Iheath'd in armour waìt^ with iongìng eyes^ 
To fee the dawfning red in eaftem &ies» 
Scarce had the day begun with beamy light 
To chace from earth the gloomy veil of night ; 
Scarce had the ofFspring of JLycaon drivea 610 

The early ploughfliare through the fieldfi of heaven» 

When 

Ver. 610. Scarci had the offring (f Lycaón-^] By the 
t^pnmg of Lycaòn, the poet nieaiis Arcas, fon of Califto^ 
^ grandfon of Lycaon> fiikl ^ i)e placed aniong the ftars, 

and 
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Whcn in the thcatrc the femalc throng, 
To view the combat, pour'd in heaps along : 
Thus o'cr the threfhold of thcir pcopled hivc, 
Whcn fpring returns, the becs in cluftcrs drive, 61 ^ 
With trumpets, drums, and horns, that echo'd 

round. 
The tumult thickcns j earth and fkies refound $ 
Whilc thus their lord they fummon'd to the fight, 
To end his battlc with the ftranger knight. 

In armour Guido, Sanfonetto carne, 620 

Gryphon, and Aquilant, the martial dame*, 
With England's duke -f-, and next a minglcd crowdi 
Some march'd on foot, and fome the fteed beftrode, 
From Guido's dwelling, to the port and bay, 
Their paffage through the lift of combat lay : 625 
Thus faid the youth, and urg'd the valiant crew 
His bold example fearlefs to purfue. 

♦ MaRPHISA. t ASTOLPHO, 

and called Bo&tes. He is feigned by the poets to be a huf- 
bimdman in heaven, and to drive the northem wain, bere, per- 
haps, by rather a forced conftniAion, fuppofed to bave been a 
plough. See Ovin. Met. B. II. 

Vcn 618. I^ik thus their brd^ &c.] B^ this is.meant 
Guido, who^ as the poet tells us, for his fmgular valour had ob- 
tained a kind of fovereignty over the Amazons. 

Silcnt 
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Silent he led them on, refolv'd to dare 

The dreadful trial in the public fquare. 

He cnter'd now> a hundrcd in his train, 630 

And eagcr ftrove the adverfe gate to gain s 

In vain he ftrove, while countlefs throngs inclos'd. 

And with their glittering arms his courfe oppos'd. 

Soon as they faw him head his foUowing band, 634 
They deem'd he meant with thofe to leave the land : 
Atonce they feiz'd their bows, their fliafts prepar'd. 
And fwiftly rufli'd the portal's pafs to guard. 
Guido, his bold compeers with dauntlefs breaft, 
But chief Marphifa, brave above the reft, 
Forget not now their dreadful fwords to ply, 640 
And every means to force the paflkge try. 
But now fo thick the arrows rain aroynd, 
That wounded fome, fome lifelefs prefs the ground. 
Deep, and more deep, th' unequal confliél grows, 
Till valour Ihrinks before fuch hofts of foes : 645 
In happy time each warrior's temper'd arrfis 
Defend his bofom fronm invading harms. 
Beneath him Sanfonetto's ftecd is flain, 
And near him falls Marphifa's on the plain : 
Then thus Aftolphothought— Whatdangeroushpur 
Can better claim my horn's fubduing power? 651 

VoL. IIL ' D Since 
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Since ali our fwords avail not^— let us prove 
If this, as wont, can every fear remove- 

Thus he ; and to his mouth the horn applies ; 
The earth refounds, and cchoes rend the Ikies. 655 
Each ftartled breaft is feiz'd with fudden fright, 
Each ready foot is turn'd to fpeedy flight j 
Thefe from their feats aghaft and trembling fall, 
Thofe undefended leave the gates and wall. 
As, when deep flumber every eyelid feah, 660 

Where, by degrees, the flamc clofe lurking fteals 
From beam to beam, till ali around it prcys ; 
Suddèn awaken'd in the fiery blaze, 
From room to room the fhrieking wretches fly, 
From roofs and Windows leap, whilefrom on high 
Some 'fcape by falling, fome by falling die. 666 
Thus, carelefs of her life, and wild with fear, 
Each flies the found that thunders in her ear. 
At every gate at once a thoufand prefs ; 
Heaps fall on heaps ; the driving throngs increafé. 
And choak the paflage: numbers trod beneath 671 
Are flain ; and numbers mect untimely death, 
From gates or ramparts caft : one fudden dies ; 
One, with crufli'd limbs, a lingering viftim lies ! 

' Dire 
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Dire is the tumulti mingled cries afccnd, 675 
And loud laments the ftarry regions rend. 
Wherc'cr the horn is hcard, they Ipeed their pace ; 
Nor wondcr if the vile ignoble race 
With coward looks and panting hearts appear^ 
Since nature forms the daftard hare to fear*: . 680 
But how of bold Marphifa fhall I teli ? 
Of Guido Savage, prov'd in fight fo well ? 
Of Olivero's * fons, whofe martial praife 
Such lafting honours to their houfe could raife: 
Who late wholc armies view'd with fearlcfs eye,685 
And now, bereft of courage, trembling fly ? 
They fly like timorous doves, or helplefs decr, 
What time fome ftrange apprpaching noifc they hear. 
To every friend and foe alike is found 
The fpelful terror of the magic found : 690 

Guido the brave, and Sanfonetto, yield 5 
The brethren *, and Marphifa lately fteerd 
To every chance, attempt to fhun in vain 
The fearful din which ftill their ears retain. 

Meantime Aftolpho through the city goes, 695 
And with new breath hìs horn tcrrific blows. 

* Gryphon and Aquilant. 

D 2 One 
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One gains the fca i onc climbs the mountain's fidc^ 
And one in gloomy forcfts fccks to hide. 
Some traverfe many a league of country o'cr. 
And fomc revicw their native feats no ihore : 700 
Whilc fome t'efcape from land would ftem the waye^ 
Arid find in ruthlefi feas a watery grave. 
Each houfe^ or dome^ is now an empty fpace^ 
And ali thè cltjr (hows a defert place. 

Marphifa, Guido bold, the brethren two, 705; 
Gryphon and Aquilant, their flight purfue i 
With thefe the nìcrchants, and the failor-train. 
In equal terror throng the beaten plain j 
And how they come, where near the caftle rides 
A veflel which Alerìa*s care provides : 710 

With fpeed embarking, they forftke the Ihore, 
Hoift every faiì, and bend to every oar. 

The city clear'd, Aftolpho fceks the ftrand. 
In hopes agàin to join his focial band. 
Now here, now there he turns, but views in vain 715, 
Th' abahdon d port, till cafting tow'rds the main 
His eager eyes, at diftance far he fees 
The veflel fail bcfore the favouring breeze 1 
Forfaken thus, he other thoughts revolves 
To quit the rcalm i and niany a fchcmc refolves. yio 

But 
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But let hìm go, not hct4 though thus we make 
The gende dukc his loncly journey takc 
Through barbarous re^lms, jyid unbclieyìng lands, 
Where conftant dangef conl^aiit fear deipands. 
Yet whcrcfore flxòuld he fcar, whofè horn difplay'd 
In evcry danger brìngs refiiìtl^r$ aid ? 726 

Now let his frighted friends our care divide, 
Who quit the land, and plough th* unftable tidc. 
Full fwcU their fails> till diftant from the fliore. 
The horn, fo late their dread, is heard no more ! 
>One terror now difpeU'd, the fear of blanac 731 
In every feature lights the glow of fliame : 
They dare not meet their comrades* eyes, but ftand 
With down-cafl: eyes, a mute dejcfted band. 

The pilot, on his courfe,* by Cyprus glides, 735 
By fertile Rhodcs, and cuts th' Egean tides, 
-A hundred iflands vanifh'from his fight ; 
With thefe the Malean cape, a.dangerous height. 
Then fcudding onward, with a fteady wind. 
He leaves the Greek Morea far bchind. 740 

From Siciiy, the Tyrrhene furges croft. 
He fails by Italy's delightful coaft ; 

Ver. 721. Butkt bim go^ &c.] He follows him, Bobfe 
xxii. ver. 31. ' 

D 3 And 
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And no\^ to Luna*s wifti'd-fpr port he bends, 
And hails his home and long-forfakcn friénds ; 
In thanks to Heaven for ali his trials o'er, 74J 

By ftorms at fea^ and perils on the fliorc. 

The warriors here wlth bold Marphìfà find^ 
In happy time, a fhip for France defign'*d. 
The pilot thefè invites : the wilHhg train 
That day embarking, foon Marfeillcs they gain. 750 

It chanc'd that Bradannant, whofe noble hand 
Deputed rul'd, was abfent from the land: 
Elfe haà they, by the gencrous maid detain'd, 
Beneath her friendly roof awhile remain'd. 
They quit the fhip — Marphifa bids adieu 7 SÌ 

To Guido*s dame, to ali the knightiy crew. 
It ili befeem'd, in one fame troop ((he cry'd) 
To view fo many knights of valour try*d : 
While doves and ftorks are fèen together join'd. 
And deer and ftags, with ali the timorous kindjyèq 
The falcon fieree, die ròyal eagle's race, 
That ne'er in others hopes of fafety place, 
Bears, lions, tigers, beafts that know not fear, 
Unaided ftill, and fingle Itili appear. 

Such were her word§, tho' not alikc they weigh'd 
'VV'ith ali the refi: 5 but hence the wondrous maid 766 
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The champìons leaves, and travels thence, alone, 
Through unfrequentcd woods and paths unknown. 
Gryphon the white, and Aquilant.the black> 
Guido and Sanfonetto find the track 770 

That to a caftlc led, wKofe courteous lord 
Cave each a welcome to his bed and board : 
Courteous at Icaft he feem'd, while each deceiv'd, 
His pl^aufive words and femblance fair believ'd j 
But, foon as fleep at night their cycs qpprefs'd, 775 
He feiz'd them while they lay fecure at reft ; 
Nor from the captives would their chains withdraw, 
Till each had fworn t' obferve a cruel law. 
: But ere we further fpeak what thefe befel. 
The deeds of brave Marphifa let us teli. 780 

Druenza pali, the Scine and Rhodan's ftream, 
At length fhe near a lofty mountain, carne j 
There by a flood, with fudden waters fwell'd, 
An aged da^me in fable weeds beheld : 
With travel fpent (he feem'd, and fore diftrefl:, 785 
But more with hcavy thpught th^n toil oppreft. 
Lo! this was flie, who far from haunts of men, 
Hàd liv'd with outlaws in the favage den i 

Ver. 779. ' But ere we further fpeakr^] He returps to diefc, 
Book xxii. ver. 372I 

D 4 Where 
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Whcrc Heaven the Paladin Orlando drew, 
To wreak full juftice on chat impious crcw. 790 
The beldame fearing d«th (and why fuch fate 
She feem'd to fcar, the fcqucl (hall rclatc) 
Through fields and forefts fled remote from fight^ 
And ihunn'd to mcet the face of hind or knight, 
She fees the vetture of the martial danrie^ . 795 
With foreign arms, a ftrangcr born proclaim i 
And hcnce flie flies not, as fhc flies fronn thofe 
Whofe garb a warrior of the country fliows. 
Bcfide the ftrcam flie waits, and now Ihe meets 
Th* approaching knight, and low faluting, grcets; 
Bc^-eching, on his ftced to waft hcr o'er ^ Soj 
Th* oppofing torrcnt to the further ihore. 

Marjphift, courteous from her carlieft yeafs, 
Acrofs the flood the ancient beldame bears^ 
And, paft the ford, difdains nqt to convey 80^ 

Behind her courfer, till they pì^fs'd a way 
Hcavy with flough-^when clad in armqur bright, 
With trappings rich they met an unknown knight. 
Gay pacing tow'rds the ftream ; with hirp a danae. 
And fingle fquire (his fole aftendant) canae. 8jq 
Fair was the dame he brought, but fair in vain, 
fjcr haughty carriage caft ^ deepening ft^in 

8 Qn 
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On ali h^r beauty^ ivhile her fcorn and pride 
Scem'd wcU befittìng him that grac'd hcr fide. 

Thisknight was Pinabcl, whofe creach'rygavc 8*5 
To Bradamant the fall in Merlin's cave. 
Hìs fighs were breath'd, kis fcalding tears were (hèd 
For her, whom now beneath his care he leds 
For her, whom then the magic tower detain'd'« 
But when Atlantes' guile no more reftrain'd 820 
His captives, freed by brave Dordona's * dame, 
She, not unmindful of her former flame, 
To Pinabel return'd;^ and with him ftill 
Wander'd from tower to tower, o*er foreft, dale, 
and hill. 

Soon as Ihe view'd Marphifa*s aged crone, 825 
The fhamelefs fair, to taunting ever prone. 
No more the venom of her tongue f\3pprefs'd, 
But gave full vejfìt to many a fcornful jeft. 
Then brave Mar phifa,. little us'd to bear 
Another's infult, or unpunifli'd hear, 830 

Inflam'd yith anger, to the dame replies : 
-His parti^er (hould with her difpute the'prize 
Of beauty's bloom, with offer on her knight 
Tp vouc^ the proof 5 and thefe the terms of fight, 

* Bradamant. 

That, 
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That, if o'crthrown hcr lover.prcfs'd the field, 835 
The damfcl fhould her vcft and palfrcy yield. 

Herc PinabellOj rous'd by fcnfc of fliamc, 
T' acccpt the challengc and defend his dame, 
HÌ8 fpcar and buckler fcizing, wbcel'd his ftced. 
And on Marphifa rufli'd with wrathful fpeed, 840^. 
Hcr mighty fpear in reft Marphifa held> 
And full on Pinab^Uo's helm impell'd 
The forceful ftroke that hurl'd him to the plain, 
Where ftunn'd he lay, as number'd with the flain, 
At length he rofej when, viftpr of the day, 845 
Marphifa from the ftranger rent away 
Her glittering ornaments and youthful veft. 
And with the fpoils her aged beldanne drefs'd; 
T'hen on the palfrey plac'd, which late before, 
With othcr grace, the haughty danifcl bore. 850 
This done, ftie turn'd, the way with her to hold, 
Who feem'd by drcfs ftill more deform'd and old, 

Three days they journey*d on, ere aught befel 
In length of travel, worthy here to teli. 
The fourth they met a knight, who, bent on fpeed, 
With goring rowels urg*d his flying fteed : 856 
Zerbino nam'd, the kir^g of Scotland's fon, 
For manly beauty fam'd and battles won : 

Of 
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Of vengeance late defrauded on the hand 

Who dar'd his godlike mercy to withftand. 860 

In vain Zerbino long incens'd pqrfu'd 

The bold offendei- through the devious Wood, 

Who knew fo well to wind each tangled brake. 

So well th* advantage of the ground to take, 

That, fhelter'd by furrounding fiiade, and veil'd 865 

In mifty vapours 6y the morn exhàVd, 

He 'fcap'd purfuit, refolv'd himfelf to hide, 

Till time fhould bid his prince's wrath fubfide. 

Though ill-difpos'dj Zerbino could not hold 
From laughter, when he viéw'd the beldame old, 870 
Whofe youthful habit feem'd fo ili to grace 
Her doating age, and wither'd homely face. 
Then to Marphifa, prancing at her fide : 
Thy prudente merits praife, Sir Knight (he cry'd) 
That chufing for thy mate fo fair a dame, 875 

Thou need'ft not fear a rivai in thy flame. 

By fallow hue and wrinkled fkin appeara 
Th* ill-favour'd hag beyorìd the Sybil's years, 

A gran- 

Ver. 860. Tf^hc dar*d his godlike mercy to withjìand,'] AUuding 
%o the paflàge in the XlXth hook, where Zerbino purfues the 
knight, one of his company, who wounded Mederò. 
Ver. 877. — wrinkled Jkin appears 

Th' ill-favour'd hag — ] Dolce, the Italian com- 
mentatpr, bere gravcly obferves, that the poet particularly ^wells 

gn 
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A grandame ape fhe iooks^ in gamefome fort^ 
With vetture clad to makc the vulgar fport ; 880 
Her eyes afkance with fpite and anger roll'd : 
What hurts a woman mone than to be told 
The Forld intitle her dcform'd and old? 

The nohle maid, here feigning wrath^ to try 
What'haply might enfuc, made this reply. 885 

She whom I guard> I fwear by Heavcn has more 
Of beauty's claim, than thou of courteous lore. 
Thou feem'ft to her tranfcendent graces blind, ' 
To vcil the bafenefs of thy daftard mind. 
What other knight that here (hould chance to meet 
A maid fo young^ in eveiy charm complete, 891 
By one defended, but his ftrength would prove 
To win in her the fwcet reward of love ? 

So well with thee (he fuits (Zerbino crics), 
'Twcre much injuftice to difpute the prize 5 895 
Nor (hall I, loft to fcnfe, my arms employ 
In fych a caufe — thou, what thou haft, enjoy. 
Yet, if thou feek'ft with me in fight to join, 
On other ferms, I (hall not this dccline. 
But think me not fo blinded, for her fakc 900 

In liftcd ficld a fmgle lance to break, 

on this circumfhnce, to denote the years of Gabrina; and 
fiigely concludes, that^wrinkles are a mark of <;ià age ! 

Homely 
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Homcly or fair, with thcc flic (hall abidc, 
Nof will I love, fo aptly pair'd, divide : 
Hcavcn fcnows you both are join'd beyond compare, 
If thou art valiant as the nymph is ìs fair. 905 

Marphifa then rejoin'd — In thy defpite, 
To win this damfel muft thou prove the fight : 
Ne'er flialt thou vicw hcr beautics with defire. 
And not to win thofe peerlefsf charnìs afpire. 

I know not who (Zerbino made reply) 916 

For fuch a conqueil would the combat try; 
Where courting danger with unfruitful paiiis. 
The viftor Ibfcs while the vanquifh'd gains. 

Sincc terms like thelè difplcafe thee, hear me make 
Another offcr which thou well may'ft take^ 91 j[ 
(Marphifa anfwer'd) if in jouft to thiné 
My arms fubmit, this dame fhall ftill be mine $ 
But, if I conquer, her thou fhalt receive ; 
Thus be our trial who the prize (hall leave. 
Should Fortune bid thet now'rcfign the day, 92^ 
*Tis thine to guard her as flie points the wày. 

Agreèd — Zerbino faid, and fpeaking, wheferd 
His rapid còurfer to difpute thè fìeld : 
Firm on his ftirrups with colleftcd might. 
He ftood-; ajid, to diredl his fpear aright> 925 

Againft 
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Againft her bitckler drove tht pointed wood ; 
Which, like a mount of fteel, the fhock withftood ; 
While Ihe, with better ncrve, his helmet found. 
And inftant hurrd him fenfelefs to the ground. 
Zerbino, thus unhors'd, fuch;(hàmc confefs'd, 
As ne'er till then his generous foul dcprcfs'd. 931 
Full many a warrior had his fpear before 
Caft from their feats ; but now, he fears, no more 
His arm fliall clear his fame, while loft in thought, 
Ncw'anguifh in his penfive bofom wrought, 935 
To think henceforth, by facred promife piight, 
Himfelf conftrain'd to reft the beldame's knight* 
High fcated on her fteed, the conquering maid 
Turn'd with a fmile-;— Accept my gift (Ihe faid) ; 
The more I fee the dame in beauty fhine, 940 

It joys me more tò fee fuch beauty thine. 
Then, in my place, her champion^s charge fuftain, 
Nor let thy faith, fo lately pledg'd, be vain. 
Whate*cr flie bids, it fits thee to obey. 
Guide of her fate, and partner of her way. 945 

She ftay'd not for reply, but left the knight. 
And foon the forcft Ihut her from hià fight. 

Ver. 947.— 3/5«/ her from hisjfght] He retums to Marphife, 
Book XXV. ver. 676. 

Then 
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Thcn to the crone he fpokc (for fure he deem'd 
His conquering foc a warrior as fhe feem'd) 
Gìve me to hear what knight has ftaìn'd my fame ? 
The beldamc anfwer'd, eager to proclaim 951 

What known would grìeve him more— On yondcr 

land 
Thou fairft (fhe cry'd) beneath a virgin's hand : 
A virgin, who for valour well may wicld 
The warrior's falchion and the warrior's {hield; 955 
Who now from Eaftern rcalms, with fword and lance, 
Is come to prove the Paladina of France. 

At this, Zerbino's foul indignant glow'd, 
While o'cr hìs vifage flufti'd the changing blood 5 
Thro* ali his frame the deep contagion fpread, 960 
And ev'n his armour feem'd to blufli with red. 
Remounting on his fteed, he curs'd in vain 
The nerves that could not late his feat maintain. 
The hag in fecret fmil'd, and every art 
Of malice try'd t' afRift his generous heart 965 
With cruci taunts, and bade him cali to mind 
What chance had now to hers his will refign'd. 

Zerbino heard abalh'd, nor aught reply'd, 
Conftrain'd the worft, like weary fteed, t' abide, 
That fccls the bit in mouth, and rowels at his fide. 
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In frequent fighs he gave his anguiOi vent: 971 
What dire rcvcrfc (he cry'd) has Fortune fentl 
Whilc fhc, the firft in virtue as in charms, 
Untìmely torn from thcfc defiring arms» 
Is daih^d on rocks^ or given the precious food 975 
Of ravenous fifh and fowls that haunt the flood; 
Lo j hcr, that buricd in her carthy bcd, 
Should long ere this the hungry worms have fcd, 
Thou ndw preferv'ft beyond her loathfomc date, 
To add new tormcrits to my wretched ftate. 980 

Thus fpokc Zerbino, haplefs and forlorn : 
Nor lefs in words and looks he feem'd to mourn 
-His odious matej by lucklefs chance acquir*d^ 
Than lofs of her whom moft his foul defir'd. 

If ftill your xnind retains what once I told, 985 
This hag was (he who left the cavcrn'd hoìd, 
Where Ifabella, who Zerbino held 
In love*s foft bonds, fomc days a prifoner dwcU'd : 
Oft had fhe there rehears'd her ftory o'er, 
How firft (he left her dear paterrial ihore -, 990 

H0W3 Ihipwreck'd on the feas and flielvy ftrand, 
She fav'd her life on Rochelle's welcome land. 
Oft would the love-lorn maid delight to teli 
Òf loft Zerbinoi oft with rapture dwcll 

On 
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On every gracc : Soon as the bcldamc nigh 995 
liad mark'd his mien and face with heedful ey^ 
She deem'd in him flic view'd the noble youth 
By Ifabella wept with matchlefs truth j 
Whofe abfencé tó her foul more forrow gave 
Than cruel bondage in the outlaws' cave* lOoo 

But when Ihe now with fix'd attention heard 
His words in bitteriTicfs pf foul preferr'd^ 
She'fòund 't^as he, who, by report miflcdi 
His deareft Ifabella moilrn'd as dead ; 1ÓÒ4 

And while the truth fbe knew, with impious fpite^ 
T' exclude ali gleam of comfort from the knightj^ 
What beft might raife his hope fhe kept conccalM^ 
And what would give him pain alone reveal'd^ ^ 

Hear thou (fhe cry'd) fromwhom I thus have 
borne 
Such haughty carriage> fuch infulting fcorri, loio 
Didiit thou but think what tidings I could teli 
Of her on whom thy fond affefìrions dwell, 
How might'ft thou fpéak me fair-^but ali in vaili 
Would force or foothing now that fecret gain> 
Whicb> had thy ipeech more gentle manners ihown^ 
Thoù might'it, pcrehafice, difcotirteou$ yo^thi haVe 
knowné tói6 

Vot* JIL E A$ 
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As the grrm maftìff, who with fury thrcats 
Th'4hvading robber, foon his ragc forgets, 
Whene'er by fcent of favoury mcat allur'd. 
Or luird with fpells by magic art procur'd -, 1020 
Thus foon Zerbino, with a fofien'd air, 
Befought the hag with tears and humble prayer, 
By Gods and men, no longer to conceal 
Whate*er of good or ili flic could revcal. 

Nought canft thou kntow, that known would yicld 
dclight 102.5 

(Th* unfecling beldamc anfwcr'd to the knight) 5 , 
Shc lives, whom now as dead thy fighs deplore, 
But lives to envy thofe who live no more ! 
Full twenty; not by laws nor faith reftrain*d, 
Thy Ifabclk long in bonds dctain'd : 1030 

Then think, fliould fate rettore her to thy arms, 
Wkat hope remains t' enjoy her virgin charms ? 

Ah ! -hag accurs'd ! (Zerbino made reply) 
How haft thou fram'd a foul detefted lye ! 
Though twenty might the éaptive fair dét^ ì'Cj j 
Not one ivoiild dare her fpodeft honour ftain.- - - 

Thvts hc«^tlien qucftion'd when and whcre flie 
'•'' Txèw'd* • •■'■•' -^ - 

Hts beft belov'd^ but fhe, in fuUen mood. 
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Was mute -, determin'd to difclofe no more, 
Nor add a word to what flic told bcfore* 1040 

inerbino mildly firft his fpecch addrefs'd> 
Then held his threatening weapon to her breaft^ 
Alike in vain his praycr, his menacc prov'd, 
Nor prayer, nor threat, the ftubbom beldame mov'd. 
Yet what heheard, he ponder'ddeep in thought, 1045 
Till fecret fears his jealous torment wrought» 
He burn'd his Ifabella's charms to view, 
Through toils to foUow, and to dcath purfue; 
But durft not nnove without his partncr's will, 
Which late Marphifa bound him to fulfil. 1050 
Thence, as flie led, through folitary fhade 
And unfrcquented paths Zerbino ftray'd. 
Whether o'er hill or vale their way they took, 
Nor words they utter'd, nor exchang'd a look : 
But when the fun, with flow dcclining ray, 1055 
Had pali the fplendor of meridian day, 
To break the filence, in the way therc fell 
A knight, whofe name th* enfuing book fhall teli. 

END OF THE TWENTIETH BÒOK, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Zerbino, to defend Gabrìna, engages in fmgle combat with 
Hcrmonides, from whom he hears the particulars of ber 
wicked life, and is warned of the aiifchiefs diat may be&U 
him from ber company. 
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TWTOT ftrongeft cords, in circling bandagc roU'd, 
^ ^ So clofely br^ce j not clafps of ìron hold 
The plank fo fìrm^ as plighted faith can bind 
In ncver-loofening ties the noble mind. 
The fages hence, of ancient time, bave dreft 5 
Faith (heavcnly Goddcfs !) in a fpotlefs veft 
Envelop'd fair, and whitc as falling fnows, 
That every cafual foil and blemifh fhows. 

Ver. 5. Thefages hence^ &c. — ] That faith (or fincdc dcal- 
ing) wa& anciently painted in white garments, may be gathered 
frpm this pai&ge in Horace. 

■ ' et albo rara fidcs colit 

^ 

Velata panno. 
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Truc honour milft in cyen. tenor rtin. 

Ecfore a thoufand pledg'd, or given to one : io 

Not Icfs'in woods or lonely cavcrns known. 

Far from the concourfe of the pcoclcd town, 

THan at the full tribunal, wherc aloud 

Each a£t is witnefs'd to (he liftening crowd : 

Withou^or oaths or forms judicial paft, 15 

A promifc made but once fhould cvcr laft, 

This duty, Hill on vrrtuous minds imprcft, 

Was ever prefent to Zcrbino's brcaft ; 

So facred held, that from his purpos'd way 

He turn'd afide, through devious paths to ftray 20 

With her, whom like difcafe or dcath he vicw'd ; 

Such fenfe of right his gcnerous foul purfu'd. 

Thus journey'd they, till fronfi the weftern hills 
The fetting fun difplay'd his hindmoft wheels, 
Whcn ncar advancing, with a fearlefs look, 25 
A wandering warrior on their filence broke. 
Well was he noted by the hateful dame ; 
Hermonides of HoUand, was his name ; 
"yV^hp bore athwart, depifted òn his fhield, 
À band vermilion in a fable fieldt 30 

By features ch^g'd the crone her fears exprefs'd. 
And to the prince her humblc fpeech addrefs'd. 

Shc 
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3he badehimnow in mind his promife bear 
To hcr, who plac'd her in his guardian care ; 
For he, the knight who met thcm face to face, 35 

Was foe to her, and foe to ali her race : 

, ' » 

Hcr dear-lov*d father perifli'd by his guilt ; 
By him her only brother's blood wàs fpilt ; 
And ftìU he fought, with more than ruthlefs mind, 
To glut his rage on ajl her wretched kind. 40 

Woman ! in me behold thy champion near ! 
(Zerbino cry'd) and banifli every fean 
When now, with heedful eyes, th* approaching^ 
knight 
Had mark'd that face, fo odious to his fight. 
Prepare with m^ in fingle fight to meet, 45 

(Aloud he threatening cry'd with generoiis hcat) 
Or quit yon* female's fide, and by my hand 
Give her to perilh as her crimes demand : 
If thou defend'ft her caufe, thou muft bc flain, 
For thus it falls to thofc who wrong maintain. 50 
Zerbino thea with courteous fpeech reply'd, 
Sqch thoughts could only with the bafe refidc ; 
Yet if he prefs'd the fight, he Ihould not find 
A flying foe ; but wiird him firft in mind 

To 
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To pondcr, how a knight of gcntlc ftrain, 5^ 

In helpkfs ivoman's blood his hand could ftain'. ^ 

Thcfe wordi, and many moi^c, in vain cnfu'd ; • 
For decds at Icngth the contcft muft conclude* 
Now for the tilt they whcd around the plain, 
Thcn, turning furiou$^ mcet with loofen'd rein. 60 
Not with fuch fpccd the whizzing racket flìes, 
Difmift with Joy to burft in upper Ikies ; 
As in the dreadful fhock each fiery horfc 
ISore either champion to the headlong courie* 
Low aim'd Hcrmonides his fpear, and try'd .65 
Through the left flank his pointed wood to guide : 
The feeble wood in crafhing fplintcrs bròke> 
And fcarce the knight of Scotland felt the ftroke* 
Far different carne his lance j with force impeird. 
The targe it pierc'd, and in the fhoulder hcld 70 
Its raging way, through piate and mail it flew. 
And on the plain Hermonides o'erthrew. 

Zerbino deem'd him flain ; with pitying haftc 
He lighted^ and his glittering helm unlac'd. 
At length, as from a trance, the wounded knight 75 
Recovcringr on ZerbiJio fix*d his fight 
Awhile in filence, till in mournfùl ftrain 
He faid — It grieves me little to fuftain 

5 Thi» ' 
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This fhame ùom cnc, vfhotn well his dccds befpeak 

The flowerofwandcringkmghtathatdanger feck, 80 

But mudi to fufFer in ber caufe I gricvc, 

Whofe murderous guilc, accuftom'd to deceivc, 

Could fuch a knight in her dcfence engagé t 

For ili it fuits àn arai to brave to wagc 

A ftrìfe like this— and whcii thou hear'fl: ihe catifc 85 

That on her head my righteóus fury dra\r&, 

Remenìbrance ever will remorfc awake^ 

To think thou thus haft wrong^d me for her fakc# 

And if my fpirits laft (though muth I ftar 

My ftrength may fail) a ftory IhaJt thou hear> 90 

Which told, will prove how far her deeds difgrace 

A woman^s name> and ali the human race. 

My youthful brother, òn his fame intent, 
From HoUand once, our native dwelling, wenr. 
And to Heraclius foon a knight was made ^^ 

(Heraclius, who the Grecian empire fway'd) ; 

Ver. 95. '^Heraclius — ] Heracluis was the fixteendi em- 
pcror of Greeoe, and fucceeded Phocas. He was created em- 
peroratConftantinopIe anno 611, and ragned near dilrtyyears; 
^d appears to be the fame Heraclius in whofe time the Saracen 
aroiy, under Caied, laid fiege to the city of Damafcus: on 
which event Mr. Hughes founded his Siege of Damafcus, the 
imft pzceUent cf modern tragedies» 

A baronia 
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A baroh's friendfliip in the court he prov'd. 

And he no lefs the courteous baron lov'd ; 

Who kept, near Scrvia*s lands^ a loncly fcat, 

A guarded fortrefs and a cairn retreat. ido 

Argeo was his name^ whofe choice had led 

Ton loathfome woman to his nuptial bed^ 

On whom he doated with fo fierce a flame^ 

As pafs'd the bounds that rank like his became : 

But Ihe, more changeful than the wither'd leaves 105 

Which Autumn every year of fap bercaves, 

Whcn the chili winds, coUefting to a ftorm. 

The verdant honours of the grove deform^ 

New fudden chac'd from her inconftant breaft 

The love her huA>and there had once poflcft ; no 

And every art eflay'd of loofe delire, 

To make my brothcr burn in lawlcfs fire» 

Not fteadicr meets th' Acroceraunean Ihorc 

(Of impious fame) the ocean's furgy roar: 

Ver. 113. '^'^^'^iV Acroceraunean Jhore^^^ Horace calls 
the rocks of Acroceraunia iniamous, becaufe mariners there 
òftcn fuffcr fliipwreck. 

Infames fcopùlos Acroceraunia— 

LiB. I. Od. ili. 
Thefe are high rocks or mountains in Epirus, the tops of 
ivhich are fréquently ftruck with lightning, from which circum- 
ftancQ they derive their name, They are ncar die promontory 
tbat hapgs Aver the lonìan Sea. 

Nat 
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Not fìrmcr, *rtiidft the northern blaft, àppcars 115 

A pine, the produce of a hundred years 

(Far*as whofe head above the Alps afcchds. 

So deep its root beneath the futface tends), 

Than now my brother met the damc's .requcft, 

A dame, of every vice the fertile neft ! 120 

Meantime^ as it befalls a wandering knight^ 
Who danger feeks, on dangers oft to light j 
It chanc'd my brother, on adventures bound, 
Receiv'd in combat many a grievous wound. 
Argeo's fort was near ; no need to wait 125 

For Icavc to cnter at hif friendly gate 5 
He carne, as wont, rcfolv'd with med'cine's power. 
And reft, hìs health and vigour to rettore, 
Argeo, on fome fecret purpofe bent, 
As need rcquir*d him, from the calile went : 130 
His confort then the welcome time embrac'd, 
To tempt my brother with her fuit unchafte : 
But he, a ioyal friend as virtuous youth, 
Impaticht to behold his Ipotlefs truth 
So hard befet, whom evils thus inclofè, 135 

Atlchgth of many ills the lighteft chofe; 
Of many ills thischoice the youth purfues, 
To fly Argco, and his fricndftiip lofci 

Aiid 
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And dwdi an outcàft, whcrc the fliaiTielcfs dame 

Might ncver hcar àgain tis luckleCs name. 140 

Hard was the choicc, but hardcr to fulfil, 

Againft his dirty, her ungovcrn*d will ; 

Or toTacr lord accufe a faithlefs wifc, 

Hcr lord whò priz'd hcr dcarcr than his lifc. 

Stili pale and feéblcwith his wounds^ he took 145 
His arnns and courfer^ and the place forfook ; 
In willing exile from his friend he went, 
But enviom Fortune crofs'd his good intent. 
JLo ! to his home the hufband carne, and found 
His wifc in floods of feemiig forrow drown'd, 150 
Wi€h hagged features and difheveird hair : 
Surpris'd, he queftìon'd whcncc her decp defpair : 
Again, and yet again, her fpeech he woo'd 
To learn the caufe, while fbe, in fuUen moodj 
Withm lier bofom fchemes of nialice bred, , 155 
T' avenge her flighted flame on him who fled. 
Nor deem it ftrange that fhc» refus'd fo late, 
Should fuddcn change ber former love to hàtc. 

Atlength— Ah! whcrcfore&ould I feck(ftie cry'd) 
The guilt, incurr'd whcn thou wert gone, tohide ì 
Though from the world the horror I difguife, 161 
It ever naked to refteftion lies ! 
' ' The 
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The foul that groans tjencath a fecrct fin, 

Feels its own wedght of punilhment wkhin, 

That far exceeds ali outward paia of fenfe 165 

Another mìght inflid for fuch ofFencc ; 

If that, which force conftrains, oiFence we name ; 

But bc ìt as it may— attend my Ihame ! 

Then from its feat polluted let thy fword 

To this unfpotted foul relcafe afford : 17^ 

So Ihall thcfe lìdsbe clos*d in welcome fleep. 

No longer after fuch difgrace to weep 

"With eyes caft downward, fearmg ftill to rcad 

In cvery face abhorrence of the dced, 

Know then-^thy friend, thy bofom friend, aifail'd 

My matron honour, and by force prcvail'd : 176 

Then dreading left ì fliould his crime recite. 

The villain parted hence with fpeedy flight. 

Thus flie ; and with thefe impious words addrefi; 
Againft his friend, inflam'd Jier hufband's breaft: iSo 
Too eafy of belicf, Argeo flew 
With arms and fteed his viftim to purfue ; 
The feeds of vengeance rankling in his mind, 
Vers'd in the ways, my brother foon he join'd, 
Who, faint wi tà fcarce heal'd wounds, in journey flow, 
Pafs*d penfiye on, and little fcar'd a foe. 186 

Now 
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Now, in a loncly fhade, with cager rage. 
The baron rufh'd th' unequal fight to wagc. 
My haplefs brothcr vain cxcufes fram*d ; 
Incens'd Argco loud the combat claimM. 190 

The onc was ftrong, with dcep rcfentment mov'd ì 
The other weak, and much his friend he lov'd* 
Philander thcn (fo cali th' unhappy youth. 
The guiltlefs viftim of unfpotted truth) 
Who fuch a foe with ftrcngth unequal found^ 195 
Was vanquilh'd in the fight, and captivc bound. 
Forbid it, Heaven ! tho' now to juftice led 
For guilt fo deep as thine (Argeo faid) 
I e^er fliould kill the man I held fb dear. 
The man I deem'd to me with faith fincere aoo 

Ally'd fo late my friendlhip thus betray*d, 

Our caufe beforc th' impartial world be weigh'd. 

As I in love excell'd whén once wé lov'd. 

So would I ftand in hatred unreprov*d. 

Let other puniftiment thy decds attend, 205 

Than death from him who call'd thee once his friend* 

Thus he j and on a coùrfer bade be plac'd 
A ruftic bier of branches interlac'd, 
Half dead therèoh the wretched youthj was laid> 
And to the caftle's neighbouring walls convey'd, !2io 

Where 
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"Where, in the Ione rctreati he lay coAfin'd, 
The penance for his future life defign'd. . 
Imprifon'd there, he found each lenient grace, 
Save only, in excurfion fròm the place^ 
*ro roam abroad; in ali befide^ he ftill ai j 

Found every. meniàl ready at his wilL 

But that abandon*d dame, whofe impious mind 
Renew'd the purpofe fìie at firft defign'd, 
Each day Philander view'd, and as fhe chofe, 
With ready key bade every gate unclofe.: . aao 
My brother with infatiate will flie prefs'd. 
And bolder nòw preferr^d her foul rcquefté 
What more avails thy boàfted truth (ftie <iry*d)j 
Since my report hàs fet that boaft afide ? 
In vaih thy virtue due regard may elairft> . 22^ 
Whén each infults thee ttrith a traitor's namci 
How had thy honour and thy pèacc becn fpar'd^ 
Would'ft thou have given my love its dear rcward ? 
Behold the guerdon of thy mighty pajns 1 
Of ali thy rigour> lo ! what fruit remàins ! 230 

Thou d^cirft in durancc, never hencè to part, 
Till pity foften thy obdurate heart : 
But if thou yield'ft— I fome devicc i^ill framè 
Tò fet thee ffee, and heal thy woundcd fame* 

VoL* IIL F Phiiàiider 
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Philandcr anfwcr'd— Hopc not to prevali ; 235 , 
Nor think Philander's faith (hall cvcr fall, 
Though now ìt meets fuch unexpeftcd lot : 
Howe'cr the world my merits has forgot, 
One Power above my innocence can fce. 
And, at his will, my foul from trouble frce. Ì40 
If ail fufEce not — let Argeo take 
This wretched beìng, his revenge to flakc. 
Perchance in Heaven hereafter may I find 
That recompence withheld me by mankind ; 
When he, who now detefts my hatcd namc, 245 
As life (hall ceafe to warm this mortai frame, . 
May to my mem'ry wrong'd at laft be juft, 
'And weep his dear companion laid in duft. 

Thus oft the fhamelefs woman ftrives to gain 
Philander's love, as oft (he ftrives in vain : 250 

Blind with her luft, flie feeds her flame within. 
And hopcs, at length, her lawlefs will to win ; 
Bach rack'd invention in her thought applies. 
And ponders ali her magazine of lyes ; 
A theufand fchemes, now here, now there, re- 
volves, 255 

Nor yct on one her wavering mind rcfolves. 

Six 
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Six months elaps'd fince laft the impìous dame, 
As was her cuftom, to his prefence carne. 
And hence he hop*d that timc had cur'd her luft 
fui flame, 

But Fortune, friendly to the wicked, brought 260 
The wifli*d occafion whìch Ihe long had fought 5 
And gave her, by unheard-of guilt, t' attain 
The purpofe which flie oft had try'd in vain. 
Between her hufband aad a baron reign'd 
A hatred, in their houfes long maintain*d : ^6^ 

Morando was he calVd, furnam^d the Fair> 
Who oft, Argco abfent, would repair 
Within his caftle gates, and every outrage dare. 
But, while the lord was there, aloof he ftày*d, 
Nór durft for many a milc the feat invade. izyo 

Argco, to entice him thither, feign*d 
A folemn vow to vifit Sion's land* 
He feem'd to go, and ali who vìew'd him though*, 
That parting thence, Jerufalem he fought. 
Thus went the fame, while to his wife wa$ known 
The truth entrufted to her faith alone. ajS 

At clofe of ève the caftle he regain'd. 
And every night within the walls remaitì'd. 

F 2 vntk 
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With arms and enfigns chang'd, at dawn of day, 
Each morning to the woods he took his way. a8o 

New here, now therc, with hecdful wàtch he ftray'd 
Around his caftle, lurking in the Ihade, 
To mark, if trufting to the wcU-form'd tale, 
Morando durft, as wont, his walls aflail. 
Ali day abroad he roam'd, but when he view*d 285 
The light extinguifli*d in the briny flood. 
He carne, where ftation*d his return to wait, 
His wife receiv'd him at a fecret gate. 
AH, fave herfelf, believ*d that many a milc 
Argeo traveird; Ihe with niurderous guile 290 

The curft occafion took, my brother found. 
And with dire fraud her impious wilhes crown'd ; 
While from her eyes, for e ver brew'd at will, 
She pour'd a fhower of tears her breaft to fili. 294 

Where fliall I fly? (flie cry'd) what fuccour claìm 
To guard my own, to guard my hufband's fame ? 
But were thy noble friend Argeo here, 
Nor this, nor that, would give me caufe for fear. 
Thou know'ft Morando well — Argeo hcnce. 
Scarte Gods or men can yield me now defence 300 
Againft the traitor, who, with many a bribe 
And menace, would feduce my miniai tribe 

Tq 
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To win me to his will — whoj, fince he heard 
My lord no lònger in thefcgates appear*d, 
-On diftant travel bent, has dar'd prefume, 305 

Unalk'd, and hateful, in my fight to come -, 
But, wefe my confort now within my cali, 
Had kept aloof from this well-guarded wall. 
The fuit he once by diftant meffage prefs'd. 
He boldly now has face to face addrefs'd ) 310 

So clofe addrefs'd, I dread that future Ihame 
And dire misfort;une will attend my name : 
And but I late, with more attentive ear, 
Gently appear'd his amorous tale to hear, 
His paflion would have feiz'd, by open force, 315 
What now he hopes to win by mildcr courfe, 
I promis'd foon to yield — yet ne'er defign'd 
To keep what, made throughfear, can never bind. 
For this, in^thee alone I truft for aid j 
Unhelp'd by thee my honour is betray^d, 320 

With my Argeo's — which, if truth may lie 
In friendf^ip's words, you once efteem*d fo high. 
If thou refufe ■ I to the world atteft, 
Thy bofom w^nts that faith it once profefs'd. 
Nor w^s it virtue, but thy cruel fcorn, 325 

Urg'd the? to flight my tears, and fee me inoufn : 

F 3 Argeo^s 
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V 

Argco*s fame prctendcd was the fliicld, 
That held before thy ruthlefa foul conccal'd, 
With thee Lovc's theft had lurk'd fecure from blame> 
But with Morando ali muft know my fliame. ' 330 

There nccds not this (Phil^dcr cries) to move 
A fpirit evcr prompt the moft to prove 

For my Argeo's fake thy wifli explain-^ 

The faith I once poflcfsM, I ftill retain. 

Whate'cr the wocs which undeferv'd I feel, 3;^^^ 

No dced of his abates my conftant zeaj : 

Perii and death for him I dare oppofe, 

Be Fate itfelf, and ali the world, my focs. 

Then impious ftie— Thy weapoamuft dcftroy 
The wretch who feeks to poìfon ali my joy, 340 
Fcar not that evil Ihall thyfelf bctide^ 
Do thou but firmly a6t as I Ihall guide. 
Morando will return when rifing night 
With murky fliade obfcurcs the fetting light, 
While, at a fignal fix'd, prepar'd I wait 34^ 

Unfeen, to give him entra^ce at the g^tCy. 
Thee will I fafe in fecret ambuftì place, 
Without a ray the friendly gloorii to chace i 
Till, urg'd by nae, his arn^s afide to lay, 
JJe to.thy juftkc falU an eafy prey* 350 

With 
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With cruelty unheard, the ruthlefs wife 
Thus form'd the fnare t' entrap her hufband' s life : 
If wife (he may be call'd, or rather nam*d 
A fiend, wuh more than fiend-like rage inflam'd, 

When now the fatai night herihadows fpreadi 355 
She to her room my wrctchcd brother Icd ; 
There plac'd him with his arms and truft/ fword, 
Till home retiirn'd thexaftlc's abfent lord. 
AH to her impious hopes in courfe befcl ; 
*Tis rare but evil deeds fiicceed too welK 360 

Philander deem'd in him Argeo's foe. 
And at his own Argeo aim'd the blo^ : 
The cruel weapon cleft h;s head in twain. 
No helm was there the fury to fuftain : > 

Speechlefs'he fell j and bleeding as hfi lay, 2^£ 
Without a ftruggle groan'd his life away. 
Unhcard of chance ! when thinking to bcftow 
A friend's kind aid, he, with a fatai bl.ow> 
Such greeting gave as fits the deadlieft foe. 
The hufband thus difpatch'd, his murdering fword 
My brother to Gabrin^i's hand rettore. 37 

Gabrìna was her name, wha every day 
Is born jco curfe> »nd lives bwt to betr^y \ 

F4 . 
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Shc who, till then, conccard thp horrid truth, 

With lighted torch approachM th^ unhappy youth. 

And bade him view how well his arm had fped, 376 

And fhow'd whcre lay his friend Argco dead. 

6he nienac^d then^ unlefs his pliant will 

The diftatcs of hcr hatcfiìl love fulfii, 

Jn cycry pan to nìakc his trcfpafs known^ 380 

Which ali ihould teli, and he in vain difown. 

So muft he die, with guilt of nnurdcr ftaìn'd, 

A public viftim to the hangman^s hand. 

She bade him ponder, tho* to die he dàr'd, 

|f for a ihamefui dcath he ftood prepar'd. 385 

Philander, whcn his dire n[)iftake he view'd, 
Congeal'd with horror and amazement ftood : 
Remorfe and rage to vengeance firft impelPd 
His raving thought ; and had not rwfon quell'd 
The rafh defign, fuggefting, that expos'd 390 

In hoftile walls he ftood, with foes inclos'd ; 
Though now difarmM, his hand the means had- 

fpund 
To rend her mangled corfe with many a wound. 
And with her blccding mennbers ftrew the ground.» 
As whcn a Ihip, that in mid ocean fails, 395 

prives to and fro by two oppofing gales ; 

Petwecn 
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Betwecn two evils thus Philander preft 

Pcbates; at length he fixes on the leali : 

Befide the certain view of fpeedy death. 

He fears with infamy to yield his breath, 400 

Jf in the caftle Ihould his deed be try'di 

And little time is left him to decide. 

Paté urges now the dreadful draught to talee, 

Though ali her arts before could never Ihake 404 

His conftant faith : the dread of death, with Ihamc, 

Compels him, while he loàths her iaipious flamc, 

To plight his vow to join with hcrs his hand^ 

Wheh both had fafcly left the Grecian land, 

Thus the foul forc'refs won his forc'd confcntj 
And with him clofely from the caftle went. 41P 
Again his home and friends Philander riew'd, 
*But infamy in Greece his namc purfu*d. 
Stili in his mind he bears, with thrilling pain^ 
His lov'd companion by his weapon flain i 
Whence, for a murder'd friend (ah dire to teli!) 415 
He gain'd a Progne, or Medea fell 5 • 
And, but his honour pUghted could control, 
With powcrful ties, th* emotions of his foul, 
Her death had foUow'd : yct his hatred more 
yurfy'd th^t lif^, his fword, coippell'd, forborc. 420 

Ne'er 
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Ne'er was he feen, from that curft hour, ta wear 
A chearful fmilc : his looks were ali defpair. 
Sighs burft unceafing from his mournful brcaft ; 
Xiike young Orcftes by the Furies preft. 
In dread avengement for the fatai «deed, 425 

That made his mother and Egyftus bleed. 
Deep, and more deep, grief work'd its canker*d way,, 
Till on his bed of ficknefs fad Phiìander lay. 

The.foul adultrefs, who his heart behcld 
Stili to her flame averfc, indignant fweird 430 

To fierce refentment; till her thoughts, efl:rang*d 
Fron^ ali her lave, again to hatred chang'd : 
And foon, as once agaìnft the baron's life» 
Againft my brother's wrought this impious wife, 
From this bad world to fend, with arts accurft, 435 
The fecond hufband, as flie fent the firft, 

A Icéch flie found, far bctter taught to kill 
With poifonous^ than with wholefome draughts to 

lieai; 
And him, flie drew, by hopes of vaft reward, 
With her infernal purpoiè to accord, 440 

The ftrength of fome fenv^nom'd juìce to prove. 
And fròm her loathing fight her lord remove. 

4 Join'd 
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Join'd with myfelf, a mourning friendly band 
Inclos^d his bed, when with the cup in hand 
The Icech approach'd, ma faid the drink he bore 44J 
Would foon my brother's wafted health rettore. 
But ere the patient could the mixture tafte, 
Gabrirìa, with inhuman craft, in hafte 
Advanc'd, perchance a witnefs to removc 
Who knew th' effefts of her detefted love ; 450 
Perchance in ^v'rice to withhold his gains. 
The price agreed to recompenfe his pains : 
She feiz'd his hand, while to the fick he held 
The fatai goblet that the drink conceal'd. 
Be not difpleas'd (Ibe cry'd) if thus I fear 455 
For one whofe life I ever held fo dear : 
Give me, by proof, to know thou haft not brou^t 
Some potion here with fataf venom fraught : 
Think not my lord the profFer'd cup fhall take, 
Till firft thy lips the med'cine's trial make. 460 

Refledt, fir knight ! how ftood, dcpriv'd of fpcech. 
In his own treafon caught,. the wretched lecch : 
The time that prcfs'd allow'd not to revolve. 
And fix his mind on what he fliould refolve : 
Fearful t' expofe his ^uilt, he deem'd it beft, 465 
Without delay, to give th' exaded tcft. 

The 
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The fick man thcn, with unfufpcfting thoughr, 
QuafF'd ali the rcmnant of the deadly draught. 
As whcn a hawk, whofe crooked tal ons, feci 
The partridge that he dooms his future meal, 470 
Bcholds the dog, late partner of his toil, 
Aflailj and from his grafp convey the fpoil ; 
So this vile lecch, by thirft of gain betray'd, 
Rcmains deferted where he look'd for aid. 
O unexampled guilt ! henceforth on all> 475 

Who thirft, like him, for gold, may equal juftice fall ! 
The deed complete, the wretch prepar'd to take 
His journey home, fome antidote to make. 
Ere yet too far the poifon through his blood 
Had fpread 5 but fell Gabrina this withftood. 480 
Shc vow'd he muft not yet his patient Icave, 
Till ali the virtue of his drugs perceive. 
In vain with-prayers, ki vain with bribes, he try'd 
To be difmifs'di the traitrefs-hag deny*d, 
AH defperate now, he fees before his eye 485 

Immediate death, nor from that death can fly. 
Then to th' afliftants he the truth cxpos'd, 
Nor could the hag difprove the truth difclos'd* 
Thus on himfelf that good phyfician brought 
Such evil, as he oft for others wrought, 490 

And 
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And now his fpirit follow*d, to purfue 

My brother's fpirit that before him flew 5 

While we, who late with freezing horror hcard 

The truth that by the leech's tale appcar'd, 

Seiz'd on that hag, with fiercer rage indu'd, 49^ 

Than évery howling favage of the wood ; 

And in a dungeon fhut, condemn'd by firc 

For ali her crimes in torture to expire. 

Thus faid Hermonides, and more had fpokr, 

To teli how from her prifon walls Ihe broke, 500 

But, fainting with the anguilh of his wound. 

He backward fell, half fenfclefs, on the ground ; 

While two att'ending fquires, with ready care^ 

Of branches lopt a ruftic bier prepare : 

Here, as he wilFd, Hermonides they laid, 505 

And thus, difablcd, from the field convey'd. 

Zerbino feeks t' excufe his lucklefs deed, 

Much griey'd by him to fee the champion bleed ; 

Yet, as requir'd from thofe who knighthood claim. 

He but defended her with whom he carne : 510 

Elfe h^d his plighced faith been empty wind ; 

For when the crone was to his charge confign'dj 

Ver. 499. Thm faid Hermonìdes^^»] This ftory of Ga- 
brina and the phyfician is to be found in the Golden Afs of 
Apulcius, 
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He vòw'd hisrprowcfs Ihould with arms oppofc. 
In her behalf> whoc'er appear'd her foes. 
In ali befide, he flood by deed or word 515 • 

Prepar'd to aid, with counfel or with fword, 
A knight whofe chance his gencrous heart de- ' 
plor'd. 

The knight return'd — He wifh'd him to bcware. 
And rid his hands of fell Gabrìna^s care. 
Ere her black arts had fram'd fpme guileful train 
To make his grief and late rcpentance vain. 521 
G^brina filent flood, with downcafl eye j 
For truth confìrm'd admits not a reply. 

Departing thence. Zerbino tooL his way 
Where with the hag his deflin'd journey lay, 525 
And curs'd her oft, to think his arms had brought 
Such ili on him> whom for her fake he fought. 
And fìnce her impious life was brought to view, 
By one who wcll her hidden aftions knew, 
His hatred kindled to fo fìerce a height, 530 

He turn'd with horror from her loathfome fight, 
She, who beholds Zerbino*s fecret mind, 
Nor will in cnmity remain bchind. 

Ver. 524. Departing thence^-r^'] The poet fpeaks no m«f« 
of Hermonìdes. 

Bates 
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Bates not an inch of malice, but rcpays 

His hatred with hcr own a hundred ways : 53^ 

Black poifon rankles in hcr impious brwft. 

In every feature rancour ftands confeft. 

Thus in fìrm concord, as the Mufe has told, 

Through the thick wood their friendly courfe they 

hold\ 
When from the weft the fetting rays appear, 540 
The noife of blows and clalhing arms they hear j 

The fign of battle nigh -With^eager fpeed 

To learn the caufe Zerbino fpurs his fteed, 
Nor feems more flow Gabrina to purfue— 544 

What chanc'd, th' enfuing book reveals to view* 



END OF THE TWENTY-FIRST BOOK* 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

AsTOLPHO arrives at the enchanted palace of Adantes, where^ 
by the help c^ his horn^ he diflblvés the enchantment, and (èts 
ali the prifoners at liberty. Rogero and Bradamant meet and 
knoweach other : They depart together, and are addreflèd by 
a damfel, who engages them to undertake the deliverance of a 
youth condemned to be put to death. In their way they are 
ftopped at the caftle of Pinabello, where Rogero joufts with 

, fóur knights, who were fworn to defend a law which Pinabello 
had made, to fpoil ali ftrangers who travelled that way. Ro- 
t gero cafts his enchanted fhield into a weU 



THE 

TWINTY-SECOND BOOK 

O F 

ORLANDO FURIOSO. 

YE courteojus d^mfels ! to your lovers dcar j ^ 
. Conterit in loye one favour'd youth to hearl 
Though rarely, itjidft the female race, we find 
A chofén few that boaljt a conftant mind j 

Ver. I. Te courtems .eb»fik^l'»^J\i&p^nbx feems Ao hacft 
imitated diìs, and tfa^ b^inning of ihe xxviiltb Beok, in the foU 
lowing paiTage, where he is aboùt to treat of the wanton HeUe« 
note: 

Redoubted kni^ts ai^d hpnoural^ dames> 

To y4iom I levd aU nay labpurs end, 

Right foiie I feàT) kft widi u^worehy blaàne» 

Thi9 odious argmn^t jaxy rhymes fliould 0iqa4^ 

Or aught your goodly patiexxce offend j 

Whiles of a lovjely lady I do wilite^ 

W(iich w:ith her loofeincontinence doth blend 

The ihining glory of your fovereign light, 

And knighthood foul defaced by a faithlefs knight. 

Book ili. ^. i;^. Su I. 

G 2 Be 
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Bc not difplcas'd, if foUowing thus my tale, ^ 

Againft Gabrina late I dàt'd to rail 

In terms fo harlh, and ftill, fome future page. 

Prepare to fcourge her more than impious ragcl 

Such as flie was, even fuch I muli reveal, 

Nor (fo my patron bids) the truth cònceal : io 

Yet think not hence their honours Ihall be loft, 

Whofc purer hearts'untaint^d faith can boaft. :/ ;^ ; 

Who to the Jews his Lord betray'd for gain, 

Kor leaves on Peter, nor on John a ftain : 

Not Hypermneftra lefs in fame furvives, 15 

Though her dire fifters fought their hufbands^ lives. 

For one, on whofe demerits hére l 'dwelJ, 

(As wills the order of the tale I teli) ^ 

A hundred filali adorn by liettcr lays> 

And, like' the tadiant fun, diffufe their praife* 2^ 

Ver. 15* Noi Hypermneflra'^'] Hypermneftra was one 
of the fifty daught^rs of D^aùs, who bting conftrained to 
marry their kinfraen, the fifty - foos of -Sgyftus, all^ but Hy- 
permneftra, at die comman<ì of their father, flew' their huf- 
bands on Óie- weddiiig night ; the oracle having foretold to 
Danaiis, that he ihould die by the band of a fon-in-law: but 
Hypermneftra iaved ber huft>and Linus^ and oontrìved means for 
hisefcape. - - - See Ovin's Epistles, 

.Bypennneftra to Linus. 

' • ." ... ■ • ' 

. . 9 . - Atten4 
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Attcnd the vary*d ftory, which to hear 
I truft that many lend a gracious ear. 

We left the Scottifh kn^ght, with loud alarms 
Of fudden tumult rouz*d, and clafbing arms, 
Between two hìUs a narrow vale he found, 25 

Whence late before he heard the falchion's found 5 
But nowthe noife was hulh'd : — ^fThere pale he vicwM 
A knight juft flain, and weltering in his blood. 
His name I Ihall reveàl-^though now, to feck 
The eaftcrn dime, no more of France I fpeak : 30 
The Paladin Aftolpho let us find, 
Whoto the weft his fpeedy courfe defign'd ; 
We faw hìm laft, amidft th* inhuman band 
Of warlike femalcs, clear the hoftile land ; 
While his pale friends their ready canvas fpread, 35 
And from the fhore difgrac'd and trembling fled. 
Now hear his tale — The knight thofe realms forfook* 
And to Armenia next his journey took. 
Some dajs elapsM, he haften'd to furvcy 
Natòlia, then to Brufia held his way j 40 

Till courfing on beyond the midland tidc. 
He entcr'd Thrace j by Danube's flowery fide 

Ver, 29. Hh namei I JbaU reveql^'] Sec Book xxiii. 
ver. 281. 

G 3 His 
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His rapid progrcfs through Hungaria held : 
Then, as if wings his courfer's lj)ecd impcU'd, 
He pafs'd Moravia and Bohcmia's land, 45 

And whcre the Rhine o'crflows Franconia's (trand, 
Tp Aquifgrana> and to Arden's wood. 
He czmc ì to Brabant next his way purfu'd ; 
At Flandcrs then embark'd, wherc -friendly gales 
Èo fiU'd the frcighted vcffcrs flying fails, 50 

Ere long Aftolpho rcach'd fair Efigland's Ihorc, 
And gain'd the welcome port at noontide hour. 

He prefs'd his fteed, and reach'd with eager hafte 
Fair London's tow'rs ere ève her ftiadows caft j 
There heard that many a month its courfe had run 
Since aged Otho. lay in Paris' town*; 56 

That oiany a baron, by example led, 
Had lefc the land his gloriou.s fteps to tread. 
He ftrait refolv'd to GalHa to refort^ 
And turn'd again tó Thamcs's crowded port, 60 
With" holfted fail he iffues on the tide. 
And bids the crew their prow to Calais guide, 
A gale, that gently feems at firfl; to fweep 
The veffers deck, and fcarcely curi the deep, 
At length, by flow degrees, increafing blows, 65 
And now, beyond the pilot's wifhcs, gròws 

So 
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So near a ftorm^ as clsums his fkjlful czxe. 

The conflift of the dalhing wavcs to bear. 

High o'cr the Fiirrow'd fca, befocre the wmd^ 

The bark is dri ven, and quits her cogr& defign*d : 70 

Now on the right, and now the kft flie rides ; 

As here^ or there^ malicious Fortune guides. 

Near Roan, at len^h^ (he anchor'd on the ftrand : 

Aftolpho, whcn he touch'd the welcome land, 

On Rabicano'^ back the faddle plac'd ; 75, 

His limbs the mail, his fide the falchion grac'dj 

He grafp'd his fearful horn, aitirer aid 

Than marlhaird bands in glittering arms array'd* 

Now paffing through a wood, he reach'd a hill 
Whofcfoòt was moiften*d by a cryftal rill j 80 

What time the flocks to crop the mead forbear. 
And to the fold or mountain cave l'epaìr. 

With burningheat, with parching thirft dìftrefs'd. 
The helm unlac*d, whofe wcight his brows opprefs'd, 
Amid the brakes his fiery fteed he ty*d ; S5 ' 

Then to the ftrcam, for cooling draughts, apply'd 
His cager lips ; butere his lips effay'd. 
The moiftening liquid, from the neighbouring fhadc 
A ruftic ftarting fwift, his courfer took, 
Lcapt on his back, and turn'd him from tl}.cbrook. 90 

G 4 Aftolpho, 
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Aftolpho, rouzing at the noife, perccivcs 
^h' infulting outragc, and the fountain leavcs. 
Jlcfentment now the place of thirft fupplics, 
JVnd fwift he foUows as the caitifF flies. 
The caitìff Icd him on in doubcful chacc, 95 

Now check'd, and now impell'd his courfer's pace, 
At Icngth (purfuìng one, and one purfu*d) 
They left the foreft, and the palace view'd, 
Whcre magic fpells, without a prifon, hold 
In lafting durance many a baron bold, 100 

The ruftic to the palace drives the fteed, 

Light as the wind^ and like the wind in fpeed, 

Aftolpho, in his plated arms confin'd, 

With heavy ftiield encumber'd, lags behind : 

, 'Till now arriving, he beholds no more 105 

The hind and courfer he purfu'd bcfore. 

He plìes his fcet within the palace wall, ' 

Explores in vain each gallery, room, and hall : 

He knows not where the traìtor has conceal^d 

His Rabicano^ that in courfe excell'd i io 

The fleeteft beaft : at length his better thought 

Suggeft:s, that ali by magic art was wrought. 

Ver. 100. ^r^la/ting durance-^'\ The ftory of this palace is 
continued from Book 3ai. where it is fully defcribed, ver. 54, 
and feq. 

He 
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He calls to mind the hook that to his hind 
Sage Logiftilla gavc in India's land, 
Which ever ncar he kept, with heedful care, 115 
A certain guide in cvery magic fnare. 
TherefuU dcfcrib'd was ali the coftly pile, 
Each ftrange enchantment, and each fecrct guile ; 
What means the foul magician^s arts would quell. 
And free his prifoners from the potent fpell. 120 
Beneath the threlhold plac*d, a d^nion rais*d 
The various wonders that the fenfe amaz'd. 
The ftofte remov'd, whcre clos'd the fpirit lay. 
The palace walls would melt in fmoke awày. 

Thus faid the bookj and hafting to purfue 125 
The great ad venture open'd fo his view, . 
The Paladin advanc'd, with fearlefs pace, 
To lifc the ponderous marble from its bafe. 
Soon as Atlantes faw his hands prepar'd 
To fet at large the caftle's fatai guard, 130 

Fearful of what might chance, his reftlefs mind 
Againft the champion other wilc^ defign'd : 
By magic art, he gives the gcntle knight 
A difFerent fhape to each beholder's fight : 
By this, a hindi by this, a giant feen ; 135 

By that, a warrior of iU-faKour'd mien -, 

Whik 
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While eax:h in him th* illufivc imagc yicw'd, 
For which he late Atlantcs' ftcps purfuM. 

Impaticnt to rctrievc their honours ftain'd> 
Ali turn'd on him — a ficrce dctcrmin'd band ! 140 
Rogero^ Bradamant^ Gradaflb tbere, 
Iroldo> Brandimart in armsj prepare, 
With brave Prafildo, by the fpell miflcd, 
To wrcak their vehgeance on Aftolpho's head : 
But, nùndful of his horn, hefoon dcprcfs'd, 145 
With chilling tcrror, every haughty creft. 
In hì^py time the fear-difpenfing breath 
Preferv'd the Paladin from inftant death. 
Sòon as his lips have touch'd the narro w vent. 
And wide àround the deafening clangor fent, 150 
Like trembling dovcs, whcn through the breaking 

Ikies 
Refounds the gun, each knight afFrighted flies! 
Not lefs th' enchanter old * the noife receives ; 
Not lefs amaz'd the wondrous dome he leaves, 
To diftance flies, heart-ftnick with deep difmay, 155 
Till, dying off, the dreadful founds decay ! 

* Atlantes. 

Ver. 153. -—/A* mchànter old — ] Nothing more is heard o( 
him till the xxxvith Book, ver«.46i. 

"8 " The 
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The kcepcr ♦ and his prifoners quit the walls j 
And numerous ttecds with thcfe forfake their ftalls, 
That, not by balters, nor by rèins confin'd, 
Through various paths thcir abfent mafters join*d. 
Whilc thus the knight his fearful mufic play*d, i6j 
Nor cat, ncw moufe, within the dwelling ftay'd 5 
Ev'n Rabican had fled, byt with his hand 
Aftolpho, as he pafs'd, the fteed dctain'd. 

And now th' intrepid duke (the forc'rer gene) 165 
From off the threfhold heav'd a wei^hty ftone. 
An image there he found, with many a Ipell 
Of hidden force, that boots not here to teli. 
Eager to quell the charm, with frequent flrokc, . 
"Whate'er he found, the knight in pieces brokg i 179 
Forfo the book (his fure iaftrudtor) fhow'ds 
Aipid ali the palace vanilh'd in a cloud ! 
Held by a chain of beatcn gold, he view'd 
Where good Rogero's wingcd courfer llood ; 

• Atlantes. 

Ver. 161. ^'-'-■^^hh fearful mufic.^% 

Norcat^ nor monfej &c;— — ^j Such paflàges at 
thefe, thàt are certainly lu4icrous and familiajr, and very differ- 
©nt from the geAius of Epic writing, will not admit of any ele- 
yation of language, and yet ought furely to be preferved, if a 
tranflator njeans to exhibk to an Englifli Jteader t^e features of 
his autbor* 

That 
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That winged courftr which the wizard * Moor 17 i| 
Had fcnt to bear hìm to Alcina's ihore. 
For which had Logiftilla deìgn'd to frame 
The reins and bit, with which to France he carne f 
And, borne from diftant Ind to England's ftrand, 
Had hover'd o*ep vaft trafts of feas and land, 180 
I know not if your mcmWy ftill retains, 
How to the tree that day the griffin's reins 
Rogero left, when, bright in naked charms, 
Àlbracca's princefs f vanifh'd from his arms> 
Andlefc him whelm^d in Ihame— withrapidfpeed 185 
Back to his lord return'd the faithful fteed, 
Wondrous to fee ! and ftabled therc remain'd, 
Till the ftrong fpell no more its power retain'd. 

No chance than this could yield fincerer joy 
To good AftolphOi who refolv*d t* employ 190 

Th* occafion given new regions to explore, 
Oceans and realms by him unfeen before. 
He prov'd how well the matchlcfs fteed could bear 
The flying rider, when through fields of air 
He late efcap'd from India's fatai lands, 195 

Frced by Melifla from her cruci hands, 

♦ Atlantes. t Angelica. 

Wha, 
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Who, wìth infernal arts, his limhs eftrang.'d 
From human form, and to a myrtle chang'd. : 

He faw, how Logiftilla, to reftrain 
The docile bcaft^ had fix'd the curbing rein 3 .200 
And mark'd the counfel which the prudent dame 
Rogero gave, his furious courfe to tame. 
The ready faddle on the fteed he brac'd, 
Thcn in his mouth the bit and reins he plac'd^ 
As fuìted beft ; for choice of bridles there 205 

He found, which many a fteed was wont to wear. 
The thought of Rabicano yet dctain'd 
The knight, and yet awhile his flight reftraìn'd. 
"Well had he caufe to hold the courfer dear; 
None better In the lift with refted fpear 210 

Could run at tilt : with him to Gallia*s land 
He traveli'd fafe from Egypt's burning fand. 

Debating long, Aftolpho now decreed, 
With fome well-choien friend t' entruft the fteed, 
Rather than leave him an invalu'd prey, 215 

For him whom Fortune led to pafs the way. 
His purpofe fix'd, with looks intent he ftood, 
To mark if hind or huntfman crofs'd the wood, 
Who to fome neighbouring town might lead behind 
Good Rabicano, to his charge confign'd. 220 

Al] 
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ÀU day he ftay'd, he ftay'd till rofcate mora 
Had madej in eaftern Ikies, her wìfh*d return, 
When, fcarce the Ihadows chac*d by mifty light. 
He faw> or fecm*d to fec, a wand'ring knight. 
But, ere I fpeak the rcft, I firft fliall teli 225 

What to the noble Bradamant bcftl, 
With brave Rogcro, when (difpell'd their fear) 
No more the clangor of the horn they hcar. 

The lovcrs faw, what, ne'er till then reveard, 
Atlantes long from either had conceard : 230 

Such mifts of darknefs o'er their fight he drew, 
That neithér, till that hoiir, the othcr knew. 
On Bradamant Rogero fix'd^his eyes; 
She on Rogero gaz'd with like furprize. 
Now round her waift his eager arms he throws, 235 
Her bliifhes kindling like the maiden fofe, 
While from her lips e^ch balmy fweet he provès. 
The bloflbms of his firft aufpicious loves ! 
A thoufand tii-Res th* enraptur'd lovers meet ' 

In fond embrace; a thoufand times repcat 240 

Their mutuai vows, while fcarce their breafts contain 
The Joy that throbs in every glowing vein. 

Ver. 225. But^ ere I fpeak the rejl^ — ] The poet retums to 
Aftolpho, Book xxiiL ver. 66. 

Yet 
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Yet much thcy forrow'd, that by magic flight, 
Thcy liv'd fo long cftrafig'd from cither's fight. 
And loft fo many days of dcar dclight. 145 

While Bradafnant fuch favourM grace bcftows, 
As the chafte maid to chafte a((e6tion owes, 
Shc tells Rpgero, would he hope to prove 
The laft dear blcffings of connubial love. 
He from hcr father Amon (ere the bands a^o 

jOf facred Hymen join their plighted hands) 
Muft gain confcnt, and in the hallow'd wavie 
With Chriftiàn ritcs his Pagan errors lave. 

Rogero^ for his deareft miftrcfs' fake, 
Npt only yìelds a Chriftian's name to take, a^ J 
Which once his father and his uncle bore, 
Which ali bis anceftors profcfs'd beforc 5 
But vows, for hcr, in eyery chance to givc 
The remnant years Hcavcn doom'd him yet to 

live. 
Behold Tùt fwom, (he cries) at thy delire, 260 

To plunge in water, or to plunge in fire. 

Thcn firft to be baptiz'd, and n^xt to wed, 
Rogero foUow'd as the virgin led : 

TowVds 
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Tow'rds Vallombrofa went the martial dame, 
That to an ancient abbcy gave the name, 265 

Wcalthy and fair, in hallow*d rituals bleft. 
And courteous to reccivc the ftranger-gueft. 

Now iffuing from the wood a gentlc maid 
They chanc'd to mect, whofe looks ber grief bc^ , 

tray'd. 
Rogcro prompt tò feci for each diftrefs, 270 . 

But chief thofe forrows which the fair opprefs; 
With pity touch'd the tender mourner view'd, 
(Whofe trickling tears her bloomy chceks bcdew*d) 
And, greetìng mildj bcfought the caufe to know, 
That o'er her fcatures drew the clouds of woe. 275 
He fpoke > when, lifting up her hymid eyes, 
To fpeak her grief, (he fweetly thus replies. 

Ah ! noble knight ! thou foon flialt learn ((he fatd) 
Why o'er my face thefe drops of anguifh fprcad : 
I niourn a youth, who, ere the day is pali, 280 

Muft in a neighbouring caftle breathe his laft. 

Ver. 264. Tow'rds Vallomhrofa — ] The religìous ordcr of 
Vallombrofa had its beginning from one Giovanni Gualberto, a 
Fiorentine, who, forfaking the world, led a folitary life in a p^lT 
of the Apennines called Vali' omhrolà (fludy vale), and built a 
church there. Fornari. 

He 
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He lov*d the faircft of the female train, 
Whofc fire, Marfilius, holds the rulc of Spaìn. 
Cloth'd in a female garb, with foft difguife, 
His well-feign'd voice and downcaft bafliful eyes 

Bcly'd his fex their loves, awhile conceard, a86 

At length ili chance to ftrangcrs' ears reveal'd : 

Each tells his fellow^ till at length they bring 

(Tale following tale) the tidings to the king« 

Lall night a guard from ftern Marfilius canciej 290 

To feize in bed the lover and the dame : 

Thence were they hurricd by the king's command^ 

And in the calile walls apart detain'd $ 

And> ah ! I fear^ ere this day's fad decline> 

The youth in torment muft his life refign> ag$ 

And now to fliun the dreadful fight I fly : 

Alive they fentence him by fire to die, 

Can e'er my foul again ftìch forrows know> 

That evcry future blifs wìU change to woc, 

Oft as I cali to mind the cniel flame 300 

That prey'd relentlefs on bis beauteous framc ? 

While Bradamaht attends the mournful tale, 
Shc fcels the fympathy of grief affali 
Her tender breaftì nor lefs (he feem'd to feci, 
Than if flie trembled for a brother's wcal. J05 

VoL.III. . H Thcn, 



si ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XXIL 

Then, turning to Rogcro, thus flic cry'd : 

For this unhappy let our force bc try'd. 

The damfcl nèxt ftie footh'd— Compofe thy grief> 

Truft ini our arms to bring unho|)'d rclief. 

Lead to yon* walls-- and Ihould he yct furvive, 310 

No earthly po>*er. (hall him of life deprive. 

No lefs Rogero, than the warlike maid, 
With ardour burns to give the wretched aìd. 
Theri to the dame, from whofe grief-fwelling eyès 
A torrcnt ftreams— Why this delay? (he cries) 315 
Not teàfs àVail in this difaftrous ftate, 
Conduft US inftaint t6 the fcene of fate ; 
And here I VttSv-te ff eefìim ftòm hìs foes, 
Though fwords and fpearsi by thoufands ràng'd, 

oppofc: . • 

But hence— nor'^thus-in fruitléfs converfe ftay, 320 
Till yonden flisrfnès (hall mock otir long delay. 
Thus hai The pì-éìènce of the warlike palr, 
"Wlttrfe mien and Words their dauntlefs fouls dc- 

clàre, • ' 

Fair hopè rekindles in the virgin's breall. 
So late with forrow and with fear oppreft ; ^2^ 

Yet ponderìng- tìbw ffte ftòod which path to tread, 
Of two thatcow'rds the deftin'd caftle led. 

Shouid 
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Shouid wc (fhe cry'd) the rcadieft track purfuci 

That open lies, exteftded to the view, 

I truft in time our fuceour might we givci ^jo 

Ère yet the pile the deadly flame receive ; 

But finte compelPd to talee the winding way^ 

Heavy and rough, 1 fear the clofing day 

To end our travel fcarcely will fuffice ; 

Andi ere i9t reach thè place, the vidtim dies* 23$ 

But wherefore tnuft we fliun (Rogero cry'd) 
The neareft path ?-^and thus the maid reply'dé 

Athwart our way a ftately caftle ftands^ 
Which Pinabello, Pòntier's earl, con^mandsi 
Who, fcarce thtee days elaps'd, has fram'd a law 340 
That knights and damfels hoids in eruel awe : 
Héi worft of rhcn, with every vice is ftor'd, ' 
Son of Anfelmo, Altariva's lord ; 
From whofe ill-omen*d gate noknighf 'nordàm€ 344 
Departs unftay'd, and 'fcapes untouch'd with Ihame, 
Èach thence muft fare on foot : the warrior leaves 
His fhining arms j the dame her vetture givesw 
No braver knights, thro' ali the realms of Francé, 
Now hold, or mahy a year have hcld, the lànce, 
Than four, that rank'd in Pinabello's train, 350 
Have fworn his lawlefs cuftom to maintaint 

H a Hear 
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Hear whcncc it rofc— and mark the doom unjuft 
On noble minds t' impofe fuch impious truft ! 
In marriagc band is PinabcUo joìn'd 
To onc, the fcandal of the femàle kind^ ^55 

Whom late, as with her lord fhe chanc'd to ride, 
A champion met that brought to fhame her pride# 
Behind the champion, on his fteed, was borne, 
An aged crone, whom with infulting fcorn 
Th' injurious earl addrefs'd : the ftranger-knight 
With Pinabello wag*d th' unequal fight. 361 

Him, ftrong in pridc, but weak in arms, he ftruck 
Headlong to earth -, then from her palfrey took 
The haughty fair one, left on foot, and drcfs'd 
The ancient beldame in heryouthful vcft. 365 

The dame difmounted (whom with rancorous mind 
In every evil Pinabello join'd) 
Declar'd no night nor day could rcft afFord, 
No future hour behold her peace reftor'd, 
Unlefs a thoufand damcs, and warriors foil'd, 370 
She view'd unhors'd, of veli and armour fpoil'd. 

It chanc'd that day to Pinabello carne 
Four noble knights, the firft in martial fame ; 
Thcfe knights, with whom but few in arms could vie, 
Return'd from realms beneath a diftant (ky : 375 

Ver. 3Ì5o. ^tbejìrang^kmght^l Sce Bogk xx. ver. 807. 

Young 
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Young Sanfonetto j Guido, Savage nam'd 5 

Gryphon and Aquilant, the brethren fam'd. 

Thcfc Pinabello at his gate receives 

With femblance fair, and courteous welcome gives. 

At night, when fleep has luU'd each fenfe to peace. 

He binds the four, nor will their bonds rclcafe, 381 

Till ali confenting, as his laws prefcribe, 

A year and day to dwell amidft his tribc, 

Shall fwear froni knights their ftccds and arms to 

wreftr, 
And froni the damfels take their fteeds and veft. 385 
To this compeird, with heavy hearts thcy fwore j 
And not a champion, to this fatai hour, 
Has yet been found their vigour to fuftain, 
Who prefs'd not, at his length, the fearful plain. 
Full many a champion there his fall receives, 390 
And, ftript of arms, on foot the calile leaves. 
^Tis fix'd, that he who firft with fingle force. 
Shall pafs the bridge, alone mu(t run the courfe : 
But fhould fuch lance againfl the ftranger fail. 
The reft united muft his ftrength affail. 395 

Refleft, if each can boaft fugh nerve in fight, 
What three muft prove, when three their fpears unite. 

Ver, 376. Young Sanfonetto — ] Sec Book xXt ver. 769^ 

Hj . Ili 
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111 fuits ìt.usj whofe hafte forbids our ftay, 

In fuch a ftrifc to hazard ncw deUy. 

For grant, that l>cre your arms attain fuccefs, ^o<|^ 

As fure your warlike looks prefage no lefs, 

Yct much I fcar, ere evening ihadcs arife, 

Thp youthj for y^hom I weep, unaidcd dies. 

Rogero thcn r'Tis ours, with ready zeal, 

What honour bids, undauntcd to fulfil ; 40| 

The reft let Heaven direct, or Fortune guide^j 

What pow'rs fop-eì- in thefe events prefide. 

Tq thec the fequel of the joufts may fliow 

How far our aid proteftion can beftow 

On him, who (as thoufay'ft) in youthful prime, 4IQ 

Is doom'd to death for fuch a venial crime. 

Thus he— No more reply'd the gentle maid, 
But through the neareft way the pair convey'd ; 
Not paft three miles their journey they purfu'd, 
When now tlie caftle's bridge and gates they yi:cw'd^ 
Where arms and vcfts are left, Y^here valu -d life 41^ 
Is put to hazard in the dangerous ftrife. 
The ready warder^ on the ramparts plac'd, 
Twice rung thè warning^rwhen, bel^oid ! in hafte, 
On a low ftéed an ancient fire appear'd, .4^0 

And, a$ he c^rpe^ his voice befpre lyas hevd. 

Hold, 
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Hold, ftrattgers, hold ! (he thu3 began to fay) 
Here ftop, and Jbere the fine exafted pay : 
If yet you know not— let me now reveal 
Our law — and then he fought theìr law to tejl, 425 
And next t' enùìrce^ with accents fage and gxaye, 
That counfel, which to every knight he gave. 
Yon lady of hcr veft, my fons, bereave 5 
And you (he cry'd) your arms and courfers leave : 
Nor think, by dreadful perils herè inclps'dj 430 
With four fuch warriors fafe to ftandoppos'd; 
Arms, vefts, and courfers we with eafe obt^in, 
But life, once loft, what prowefs can regain ? 

Ver. 428. Ton lady ofher veft^ my fons^ bereave ; 

Ardyou {he crfd) your armi and courfers leave : j 
Thefe kind of laws occur p^rpetually in the old romances, and 
feveral fuch are tobe found in Spenfer, particularly onc, whereby 
knìghts and ladies pay toll of their beards and hair. 

Ver. 432. Jrmsp vefts^ and courfers^ &<:«—] Not unlike 
thefe lines in the fpeech of Achilles to the ambaflàdors in the 
IXthiliad: 

Loft herds and treàfures we by arms regain, 
And fteeds unrivaHM on Ae dufly plain ; . 
But from our lips ^he vital-fpirit fled, 
Eeturnsjio more to wake the filent dead. 

Pope, ver. 528. 

H 4 Rogero 
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Rogero cut him fhort— Forbcar to fhow. 
In fruitlcfs prelude, what prepar'd we know. 435 
No more — I come to prove, if what my wHl 
Afpires to aft, my aftions can fulfii, 
Arms, fteed, and veft, I ne'er to others yield 
For empty threatcnings in an untry'd field; 
And wcU I truft, for founding words alone, 440 
My partner never will refign his own. 
But give me to bchold thcm face to face, 
Whofc ftrength muli purchafe, to my foul difgrace, 
My arms and fteed — o'er yonder hill we hafte, 
Nor longer here the precious hours can wafte. 445 

To whom the fire — Lo ! ifluing to the plain 
One warrior comes — nor were his words in vain. 
High on the bridge appear'd a noble knight. 
In crimfon furcoat deck'd with flowers of white. 
Now Bradamant Rogero fu'd to truft 450 

With her the firft fair honours of the jouft, 
From his high feat to hurl the knight, who wore 
The mantle red, with flowers embroidcr'd o*er. 
In vain fhe fu'd, Rpgero this dcny'd : 
Conftrain'd to yield, fhe filent ftood befide 455 

To vicw the courfe, while on himfelf her knight 
Xook ali the hazard of the dubious fight, 

Rogero 
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Rogero then enquir'd the warrior's name, 
Who forcmoft from the caftle's portai carne. 
'Tis Sanfonetto (thus the fire rcply'd) 460 

I know th* embroider'd fcarf with crimfon dy'd, 

New Pinahello iffuM from the gate. 
And round their lord his thronging menials wak, 
AH well prepar'd of arms and fteeds to fpoil 
The haplefs knights that fell wìthin the toiL 46^ 

Swift to the courfe each hardy chanmpìon prefs'd. 
And firmly held his ponderous fpear in reft, 
Huge, knotty, long, in native forefts bred. 
The tough afh endìng in a fteely head. 
Of thefe fuU tcn had Sanfonetto brought, 470 

From neighbouring woods— of thefe, in lanccs 

wrought. 
He fix'd on twos in brave Rogero's hand 
The one he plàc*d, and one himfelf retain'd. 

Now hcre, now thdre, impatient of dclay, 
Each filent whecls his fteed a difFerent way : 475 
Then turning fwift, with leveird Ipears, thcy nieet. 
The field wide-fliaking to their courfers* feet. 
Againft their (hiclds unerring aim they took : 
^ogero's Ihicld rcceiv*d, unhurt, the ftroke : 

Atlantcs* 
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Atlantes' bucklcr, whofc cnchantcd light 489 

With powcrful fplcndor clos'd the gawr's fight, 
Which ftill, unlefs by dangcrs gfcat aflaird. 
The knight benc^th a filken covering vcii'd. 
Not fo the adycrfe fhieldL.whofe tnortal mold 
COuldnot againft the furious tourney hold* 485 
As with:a,thundcr-bolt the fpear impeird, 
Jj;«ch*d the ftuAn'd arm jhat fcarge the buckler 

h^ld. 
And Sanfonetto, with a grieyous wound 
Forc'd from his feat, fell headlong to the groyjid. 
The firft was he, of ali the focial trai© 490 

Compeird jthis rufflan u(àge to malntain^ 
That yet had fail'd a franger to defpoiU 
Or frpm his feat difmounted, prcft the fòil : 
Who laughs to-day, fqrae ftiture day nuy moiqrn. 
And find co frowns the fmiles of Fortune turn, 495 

Again.the warder rings th* alarm, and calla 
The remnant thrce to quit the calile waUs. 
Meamiine it chanc'd, that Pinabello canie 
To noWe Bradamant, and fought the name 
Of him li^hofe valour thus in arips c^cclVd, £oS^ 
Who thus che champìoa of his calUe quell'd. 

Eternai 
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Eternai Heavcn, to give his crimes the meed 
They well defery'd, condufts him on the fteed 
Whieh, fcarce eight months elapsM> the wretch be-» 

fore 
From Bradamant, by murderous treafon, bore : 50C 
When, if your metnVy ftiU the tale recali. 
In Merlin's tomb he Jet the virgin fall ; 
What time the fliatter'd pole receiv'd her weight, 
And Heayen j-eferv*d hcr for a happier fate. 

The generous heroine with a ncarer view - 510 
Her courfer faw, and foon the traitor knew; 
His well-known voice recall'd, his every look 
Intent flie mark'd, and to herfelf fhe Ipoke. 
Lo ! this is he, who once my death defign'd, 
Now hither braught his ^ue reward to find, 515 
At once (he. threatens— to the fword applies 
Her eager hand, and on the caltifFflies. 
Jkv^tGXì his caftle and the recreant knight 
She cuts off ali retreat, nor can his flight 
Avail to reach the gate j as to his den 520 

The fox'retircs befct by dogs and mcn. 
Defencclefs, pale, before the martial maid. 
He feeks, with coward cries, the woodland fhade : 

With 
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With trcmbling heart he fpurs hìs rapid fteed. 
And hopes alone for fafety from his fpecd, 525 

The Dordon dame purfucs, with ali the zeal 
Of juft revenge, and whirls her fatai fteci ; 
Now at his fide or bofom aims the wound : 
The tumult echoes, and the woods refound. 

But at the caftle Pinabello's crcw 530 

Nòr heard his cUmours, nor his danger knew : 
There every eye was fix'd, there evcry fcnfc 
Rogero's conflift held in deep fufpenfc. 

And nov/ the threc remaìning champions canrc 
ffom forth the fort ; with thcfe the vengeful dame 
Who fram^d that bafe device j whik every knight 536 
BluSi'd with a fingle foe to wage the fight ; 
And rather wifli'd to die, in fame unftain*d, 
Than meet a conqueft fp ignobly gain^d, 
But ihe, who firft th' unequal jouft defign'd, 540 
T* enforcc th' obfervance, bade them cali to mind 
How each had fworn, by every folcmn tre. 
Fot her revenge their ftrength combin*d to try, 
But if my fingle weapon can fufEce, 
T* unhorfe yon' warrior (Savage Guido cries) 545 
Thus fhall I jouft ! — be mine the fingle ftrifcj 
And if I fall— cxadt my forfeit life» 

Gryphon 
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Gryphon and Aquilant alikc dcmand 
To mect the ftranger fingly, band to hand. 
To thefe th* imperious dame— Why thus delay 550 . 
In yain dcbate the bus'nefs of the day ? 
I brought you bere yon* champion's arms to takc, 
Not other compa(9:s, other laws, to make. 
Why urge not pleas likc this, ereyet ye fwore 
T' obferve my will, when firft within my power; 555- 
Not when th' occafion calls you to maintain 
Your promife given^ nor make that promife vain ? 

Thus they — Behold (Rogero eager cries) 
The knights and dame ! — if ftill you feek the prize 
Of armour, ftecd, or veft, why this delay 560 

To feize wìth valiant force the ofFer'd prey ? 

The marron there impcls each tardy knights 
Hcre ftorms Rogero, and demands the fight^ 
Compeird at length, though fiU'd with gencrousrage, 
AH rufh at once the ftranger to engagé. > 565 

Firft rode the brother chiefs, whofe lineai name 
From the high Marquis of Burgundia carne : 
Then mounted on a fteed of heavier pace, 
Behìnd them Guido Savage held his place. 
Rogero with the fpear to combat drew, ^70 

The fpear that Sanfonetto late o'erthrew : 

His 
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His ncrvous arm the fateci bucklcr borCi 

Which in Pyrcné's hills Atlantes wore $ 

Th' enchantcd buGkIer> whofe refiftlefs light 

At greateft need preferv'd the noble knight : ^75 

Yct ortly thricp the woftdrous aid he try'd ; 

And only thricc the fhield its aid fupply'd : 

Twice, whcn the joys of (hameful lifc he flcd, 

For feats lii^hcre virtue every bleffing Ihed j 

The laft, when in the billowy main he left g9ó 

The raging ore, of precious food berefc. • 

Save thefe alone, in every chance befide, 

A veii was wont the dazzling orb to hide ; 

At eafe remóv'd, whene'er the dangerous hour 

Requir'd the help of more than mortai power. ^ìj 

Well-fenc'd by this, he rulh'd with warlike heat 

Againft the three that carne his force to meet : 

Not more he fear*d each warrìor^s threat*ning fpear> 

Than boldeft hearts the weakeft infants feàr. 

At Gryphon now Rogero aim*d the thruft ^^0 
Above the buckler's verge, the furious jouft 
His helm confefs'd ; on either hafìd he feerd^ 
Till, falling from his ftèed, he prefs'd the field* 

vèr. 578. ^ the joys of Jhamefìd lìfe hefied^ 

' For feats where virtue^ &c.] See Book vili, and 
X. whefe he ufes the (hield againft the felconcr that oppofes his 
flight from Alcinaj apd where it is employcd againft her fleet. 

Againft 
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Againft Rogcro's bucklér Gryphon fcnt 

The fpear, that.crring from tibe knight's intenti 59^ 

Struck on xK' inapaffive orb vfkh fruitlefs fb.und> 

A«id, hiflìng, glanc'd acrofs the polifti'd round; 

The veil it rem, and frced the m^c rays : 

Advancing AquUant receiv'd the blazè 1 . . V: . . 

On Guido Savage next, who carne the laiiir, ' ' Boo 

The wondrous targe its beanay fplendor caffo - 

AH feli— but little yet Rogerp knew 

The finifh'd joufl:, and fwift bis folohìon drew ; . 

Then wheel'd his ftecd, when on the ground he 

view'd 
His fenfelds foes with little force fubdu'd $ 60 fi 
Knights, iijulres, and each that iffu'd to the plaif). 
The nuHierous foot, and ali the Iemale train. 
Alike he faw, as if in battle dead, 
Low on the field each warrior-courfer fpread : 
Till, cafting down a cafual glance, he fpy'd &jo 
From his left arm, dependent at his fide. 
The veil that ftill was woxit the light to hide'. 
Sudden he turn'd, and fought with ahxiòus care 
His bofom's beft belov'd, the naar-tial foir, . .; 
Her whom he left, where, plac'd apart, ihc flood 
To marie the tilt begun ; but when he view'd -616 

The 
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The fair no more, he decm*d hcr courlc was bent 

To free the lover, and his fate prevcntj 

Who, while ihe ftay'd t* attend the càftle's ftrifc, 

She fear'd in flames would lofe his haplefs life. 610 

Among the reft he fees the gcntle tnaid, 

Their fair condudlrefe, dcep in flumber laid : 

Her in his arms he rais'd, and plac'd before 

High on his {beed> the penfire warrior bore : 624 

Her fcarf he took, and wrapt with this, conceal'd 

The buckler's blaze s the blaze no more reveal'd. 

The virgin foon her hcavy eyes unfeal'd. 

Rogero's features flufh'd with rofy ftiamc, 
His down-*caft looks his fecret thoughts proclaim 1 
He fears ;hat ali his former deeds are ftain'd 630 
By fuch a conqueft fo ignobly gain^dé 
Where (hall 1 turn ? (he cries) how cleanfc away 
The infamy pf this ill-omen*d day ? 
The triumph here atchiev'd each tongue fhall teli, 
Not due to valour, bùt to magic fpell. 63$ 

Thus he : with generous wrath his bofom glow'd^ 
Wheri, what he fought, fpontaneous chance beftow'd. 
Far in a wood's furrounding gloom he found 
A cryftal wcU, that fiink bcncath the ground : 

4 ' Hither, 
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Hithcr, ^eh feted Kcr JS tlAiIr' foo* fòfMit, é^o 
Opprefs'd-i/rttfe heirt Ihey carne iktir thirft tò ff^flté. ' 
Rogcro tHetìUéé-fcNo mòre fhdl feòrn or hhiiM, 
From thce; Ó Àiclid ! ariife to taint tùf ri*hcf * 
No longftV'riitnc-f^I kél-é fiìch-ai^raa forégó,- 
Nor m<>!«e to theé wlil ftiamefui fuccour owe, 64^ 
Thus- h€i and fwift àlightìng asr he lpoke> 
Wkh generòus Wi<adi à- cràggy ftone h« took f 
To tlii!? the buclder,. well-fecur'ii, te ty'dì 
And to the well confign**— Lic therè 
And wìth tìiTBè thete my fbul diflionour 1 

Btép was the'^ell, and hi^ the watcrs fwelFdy 
Pondci-ów the ftoher, atldponderous waa^thc ihiekl : 
At oncJe it fuhk, a- ted the bdttórti gav«,. 
And ftìdden o^et it clòs'dthé limpid wavie» 6s4 

Soon Fame divulg'd tìitl dtedy with trt}mt)et's fourid; 
Thro' Fratte*, thrò* Spain, thfo- every règion round ^ 
^rom toilgufc to tongue it fpreadì and maay a* traili 
Of noblè knights afpir*d the'prire to gain.' 
In vaìn they fought the foreft, vrhérè, conccal'd 
From human fight, remain'd the precious Ihield : 660 
The dame who blazM the tal^, refus'd to teli 
What fecret wood contain^d the fatai well» 

Yqu Uh l When 
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When brave Rogero from the caftlc pafs'd, 
Wherc, with fuch little ftrifc, to earth he caft 
The knights of Pinabello's guard, and Icft 665 

The yaliant four of ftrength and fenfc bercft ; 
The light remov'd, cach leye unclos'd appear'd ; 
Each from the ground his limbs aftonifh'd rcar'd ; 
Ali day they commun'd of the wondrous Ihield^ 
That cvery fight in magic flumber feal'd. 670 

While fuch difcourfc they held, the news arriv'd 
Of Pinabello, late of lifc depriv'd : 
Of Pinabello flain were tidings brought ^ 
But yet unknown what hand the dced had wrought; 

Deep in a vale, with gloomy woods confin'd, 675 
The martial dame the recreant warrior join^d 1 
Where, in his panting breaft and bleeding fide, 
A hundred times the vengeful biade fhe dy'd j 
And from her fcat the hateful fpiric chacM, 
Whofe impious deeds had ali the land difgrac'd. 680 
Then with that fteed, which late with guilcful art 
The traitor took, Ae Jiaftcn'd to dcpart 

Ver. 673. , When btave Sj^erOy j&c] He rcfumcs the ftwy 
pf Rogero^ Book xxv. ver. 28, 

And 
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And join her knìght, but now explor'd in vaili 
Her former way, and rov'd o*er hill. and plain 
With travel long, whilc Fortune yet dcny'd 685 
To lov'd Rogcro's fight her courfe to guide» 

But he that hears my tale with grateful ear, 
Muft to th* enfuing hook the reft defer. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

fiR ADAM ANT, after Ihe deatfa of Pinabello, loies herfelf in a 
wood : She is met by Aftolpho, who^ preparing to take hi» 
flight on die grifEn-horfe, entxufts ber with the care of bis 
horfe Rabicano. Bradamant meets ber brother Alardo, and 
goes with bim to Mount Albano, from which place ibe fends 
Hippalca) ber maid, on a meilàge to Rogero, with bi$ horfe 
Frontino, which is afterwards taken from ber by Rodomont. 
Zerbino^ travelling with Gabrina, fìnds the dead body of Pina- 
bello : He is accufed of the murder, and led to be put to death. 
The arrivai of Orlando and I&beUa. Meeting of the two 
4oyers. Mandricardo overtakes Orlando : their battle. ,Oi> 
landò, pai*tìng from Zerbino and Ifabella, comes to the grotto 
where Angelica and Medoro ufed to meet. The manner in 
which he difcovers the whole ftory of their lovej which dif- 
«overy ends in the total deprivation of his feniès. 
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IF man io man his friendly fuccour lends^ 
It rarely proves but fair reward attends 
Each geperous deed -, at leaft we thus enfuré 
Our future pcàce, and Heaven's regard fccurc; 
Who wrongs another, foon or late ftiall find ^ 

The punifhment for evil dceds afllgn'd* 
The proverb holds, that oft man's wandering traili 
Each other meet j but mountains fix'd remaiiK 

Ver, 7 . The proverb holds^ ihat ofi manU wamUrtng irain 

Each other meet j bui méuntaìnsfix^d remain.1 
From tìie ancìent proverb, Jldhns cum monte non mifcetur* Tht 
meaning of this rather uncouth paflàge is, that though niountains 
never meet, ycJt men, who aire ever wandering fròm {$lace t9 
place, may unescpefbdly meet with thofe to whom they bave 
done a good or ili tarn, and find either thei^ punij(hment or tfaeir 
reward, 

I 4 B^old 
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Bchold the fate on Pinabcllo brought, 

In due return for ali the ìli he wrought ; io 

Whilc gracious God (who ne'cr beholds unmov'd 

Wj^ fjifferiflgs |jndeferv*4 àifi gpiltlefj prov*<j) 

The Virgin fav'xi ; and cver faves the juft, 

Who, prefs'd with forrowjs, place in hìm their truft. 

Whcn Pinabcllo deem'd the noble maid 15 

Ifi* wrctch«id yidiin> in the cayern'd Ihade 
Alive entomb'd, he little fear*d to view 
Her vengeful arms his rufEan guile purfue ; 
\Vhere nou^t avail'd his near paternal feat, 
T* avert the vengeance he wa» doom'd tp meet. ao 

'Midft favage mountain^ Altaripa ftands, 
Faft by the confines of Pontieri'* lands i 
^he hoary cari Anfélmò's fair domain : 
Of him was born, of unpropitious ftrainj 
The wr^tch, whom now co ^fcape from ClariQOiit's 
fword 25 

No friepds aflift, no pow^fs reli^f aSord. 
Beneath a hiii the generous dame aifails 
His worthlefs life, and foon her arm prevails 
Agjinft a fpe, that no defence prcp^rgs, - 
But heartlefs criea and ufiavailìng pra^iers. ^ 

3 Thè 
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Tbe itTAitor Hzm, who oivceiier death de%n'd^ 
Shc tuni*4 again Jier dearcft kaight xo fin4, 
Whpm late ihe Icft k ftnife yncqual join'd* 
But envious Fortune through the dreaiy Ihade» 
By windÌ9g paths^her wanderì^ Aeed consrey'd^ 3^ 
And to tfce woodland's deep ^^coflibs ie4* 
^hat time, at fw-fet, cvc hcr fhad0w« ipread. 
Unknowing where th* approaching night to pafe» ' 
She phecks hcr reins, and on the v^daat grajfs^ 
Beneath the covering trees^ her limbs ihe throw^» 4^ 
To ch^U the tedious hours with fhort repofe i 
Npw watchjcs Venus, Saturn, Mars, or Jovc, 
With every wandcring ftar that Alinea aboye : 
But from her (keping fenfe;» or wakdng xtMdf 
Her dear Rogero nevcr is disjoin'd. 4j 

She fighs to tbink rcvenge her ibul could move 
Beyond th^ fpfter claims of faithful love- 
Infenfate rage has fever'd me (fhe cries) 
From ali I hold moft dear— Unheeding eye$ ! 
That when I firfl: my treacherous fbe purfu'd^ 59 
JMark'd not the traeks of this perplexing wood : 
Thcn had I fcnown in fafety to return, 
Kor Jiere been loft, dejefted and forlom. 

in 
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In words likc thefe flic mourns without rclièf; 
And now Ihe broods in lìlenee o'cr hcr grief ; - 55 
Whilc winds of fighs, and floods of tears^ that Ihaké 
Her gentle bi-caft, a cruci tcmpeft maké. 
At Icngth the long-expeftcd morn appeai-s, 
When ftrcaky light the grey horizon cheers. 
She takes hcr fteed, that gràz'd befide the way, 60 
And, niounting, turns te mcet the rifing day. 
Not far fhe pafs'd, when ifluing from the wood> 
She carne to where the wizzard's palace ftood, 
Wherc once, with many a fraud, Atlantes' power 
Had long detain'd her in his magic bowcr. 65 

Aftolpho here Ihe met, who lately gain'd 
The griffin-fteed, and but his flight reftrain'd 
For Rabicano's fake, till chance fhould give 
Some trufty friend, his courfer to receive. 
The thoughtful Paladin his face difplay'd 70 

Withoyt his cafque, when through the mifty fhade 
The valiant Bradamant her kinfman knew. 
And, greeting fair, impatient nearer drew ^ 

Ver. 66, ^olpho-^'] The griiEn-horfe carne into the pof- 
ftifion of Aftolpho in the xxiid Book, ver. 173, where he de- 
Opyys €ie enchanted dwelling of Adantes. 

2 Declar'd 
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Declar'd hcr namc, her corcring hclm urilàc'd, 
Rcveard her fcafures, and the knight embrac'd. -^j 

<Tp Otho's fon*, who fought fome tmfty friend' 
To whom he might his Rabican connmcnd. 
No friend could Fortune, at his prefent need, . . 
Like Bradannant fupply, to keep the ftced 
Till his return i and, when his flight was o'er, 8^ 
Again in fafety to his hand reftore. 

Their greeting done— Too long I here dclay 
My purpos'd voyage through a tracklefs way ; 
(Aftolpho cry'd)— then to the maid he told 
His flight defign'd, and bade his fteed behold. 85 
She faw, but few incurious what before 
Her eyes Jiad feen, when from th' cnchanted tower. 
Atlantes' hand the flying courfer rein'd. 
And with the maid a combat ftrange maintain'd. 
She calls to mind the day, on which (he view'd 90 
The parting pinions, and his courfe purfu'à 
With Iharpen'd fight, when, foarii?g to the Ikics, 
He bore Rogero from her longing eyes. 

Aftolpho tells, that to hcr friendly care. 
He Rabicano gives, beypnd compare i^^ 

Fìrft in the courfe, whofc fwiftnefs leaves behind 
/The arrow parting on the wings of wind ; 

• A«TOLPflO. 

To 
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To her his ponderous arms iie means to gtve» 

JUid wilb her at Albano thefe to ìezve 

HUl his return t fince zrmotit mighc be ipar 'd^ roo 

Or aught of weight diat could his flight nrtard^ 

His fword and horn he ftili retatnM^ thaugh weH 

His horn alóne could every danger quella 

»To Bradamant he gave the goldea lance, 

Which once the fon of Gaiaphron to Francc lO^ 

From India broughtjwhofc hidden power W» fuch, 

l'* unhorfe each champion with its magic touch» 

Aftolpho now beftrode the winged horfe. 
And flowly through the air impeU'd his courfr, 
Till Bradamant, who watch'd his upward flight, i io 
AH in a moment lofi: him from her fight. 
So from the port the guiding pilot fl:eers, 
Who dangerous fands and rocky fhallows fears j 
But when he leaves the rocks and fands bchind, , 
He fliifts each fail, and (cuds bcfore the wìnd^ tt^ 

The duke departing thus ; the martial maid> 
In deep fufpenfe, awhile in filence weigh'd 
The means to Mount Albano thence to beàf 
Her kinfman's fteed and implemcnts of war. 

Ver. II 6. The duke depurilng-^'] He retons to Aft<^pào^ 
Hook xxxiii. ver. 701. 

For 



j 
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For nawi with fond defire, her bofom burn'd »ae 
To fee RogerOi in his abfcnce* mourn'd, 
Whom (yet deny'd to mcet) her anxious mind 
At Icaft in Vallombrofa hop'd to find* 

While filent thus Ihc ftood in penfivc mood, 
It chanc'd a peafent on the way fhe view'd, la^. 
Andrhim Ibe bade Aftolpho's armour take^ 
And place die wcight on Rabicano's back ; 
Then Iwd the couricr, which the burden bore, 
With that which Pinabello rode before, 
To Vallombrofa now fhe fought the way> 130- 

Buttdouhtful of the track/flie fear'd to ftray 
From whcre Ihc itìfti'd s nor knew the peafant well 
The country round ; and thus, as chance befcl,. 
A path (he took, and through the forefl: wide 
At random. ftray *d, without a friend to guide. 135 

At noontide hour they left the covert fhade. 
And on a hill a caftle ncar furvey'd 
Of ftately fcite ; the virgin at the view 
BelièirM'in this.lhe Mount Albano knew : 
And Mount Alban^there the dame behcld, i4a 
In. which her mother and her brethren dweird. 
This^when fhefbund^ a fudden drcad oppreft 
Her hcart, that flutter'd in her tender breaft, 

Her 
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Her coming known, fhe fcar'd the prefling train 
Of friends axkl kindred wouid her ftcps dctain, 145 
Where flie, a prcy to love's confuming firc, 
Might vicw no more the lord of her delire j 
No more at Vallorabrofa hope to meet 
JHer dear Rogero, and their vows complete* 

Awhile in doubt the maid her thoughts rcvolv'd • 
At length from Mount Albano Ihe refolv'd 151 
T' avert her fteps> and thence her journey bend 
To where the abbey^s hallow'd fpìres afcend, 
Bùt Fortune foon, in this purfuit, bereft 
Her breaft of hope ; for, ere the vale fhe left, 155 
SHe on Alardo fudden chanc'd tò light. 
And ibught in vain t* elude her brother's fight, 

This 

Ver. 156. '— Alardo — ] One of Bradamant's brothers. Ro- 
mance writers give different accounts of the genèalogy of the 
houfe of Clarmont. Take the foUowing as moft confonant to 
Ariofto. Of Guido of Antona, fon of Buovo and Orlandina, 
daughter of the King of Langues, were born Bernardo and 
Chiaramonte'(Clarmont)* The laft dicd young widiout ifliic; 
and bis parcnts, out of regard to bis mpnory, gave the n^me 
of Clarmont to their caftle, and called their femily by the 
feme name, Bernardo laad eight fons, fix legitunate, 2itd 
two naturai. The legitimate were duke Amon of Dordoiui; 
buovo of Agr^mont, or Agrifmont 5 Gerardo of Roffigniol ; 
Leone (Leo), afterwards pope j Otho king of England 5 ani 

MUq 
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This youth had ftation'd many a warlikc band 7 
Of horfc and foot, which, àt the king's command, > 
He lately rais'd from ali the neighbouring land, j 
Return'd, he chanc'd his fifter hercto meet j i6r 
With feeming joy the pair cach other grect j 
And now, in friendly converfe, fide by fide 
Together join'd, to Mount Albano ride. ' 

Thus to her native feats the fair return'd, 165 
Whcre Bwtrice had long her abfence mourn'd 
With fruitlefs tears, and fent, with anxìous pain, 
To fcek her through the realms of Francc in vain, 
But what are ali the joys (he here may prove, 
Her mother's fondnefs, or her brethren's love, 170 

lyiilp of Anglantes. The naturai fons were Anfengi, and 
Elfroi, by fome called Sanguino, and Dado. Amon had, by 
)iis wife Beatrice, five fons, Guichardo, Richardo, Rinaldo, 
Aiardo, and Richardetto, and pne daughter named Bradamant; 
and, accprding to Ariofto, he had by Conftantia one naturai 
{oiìy afterwards called Guido Savage. Buovo of Agrifmont had 
two legitimate fons, Vivian and Malagigi; and one naturai fon 
called Aldiger, who entertains Rogero at the caftle of Agrif- 
mont, in the xxvth Book. Milo of Anglantes was father to the 
celebrated Orlando. Of Otho, king of England, was born Af- 
tc^pbo, fh<; Engliih duke. 

Sce Quadrio della Storia d'ogni Poella. 

Cyjnpar'd 
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Compar'd to happinefs fo late pofleft» 
Whcn lov'd Rogero clafp'd hcr to his breaft ! 

Hcrfdf reftrain'd^ fhe purpos'd one ihould beaf 
To Vallombrofa, with a faithful care^ 
Her grecting kind, and tdl him how> dctain'd^ 175 
She with reludance from his fight remaiA'd'^ 
And urge (if nccd tourge him) for her ùkc 
The namc of Chriftian knight baptiz'd tò takcj 
Then woo her frìends his amorous fuit t' approva» 
And tye the knot of hymeneal )ove. iZcf 

Bf this her meflcnger^ his generous ileed 
She meant to fend» which^ fam'd for ftrength andfpee^i 
Rogero priat'd $ for throughthe Pagan lands> 
And ali the realnis the Gallic lord commands, 
With him no ftced an equal glory claim'd, t9s 

Save Brigliadoro and Bayardo fam'd. 

When good Rogero on the wingcd horfe 
Was borne aloft, a ftrange and fearflil courfc. 

Ver. 186. Séme Brigliadoro artd Bayardo-^'] 

■■ n e fotto il fignor Gallo, 
Più bel deftrier di quefto, o più gagliardo. 
Eccetto Brigliadoro folo e Baiardo, 

The poet feems here to have forgotten Rabican, Aftolpho's 
horfe. 

Ver. iSy, When good Rogero^ &c.] See Book iv. ver. 321. 

He 
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H€ left Frontino, which the martiai dame 
Receiv'd in truft (Frontino was his name), 190 
And fent to Mount Albano, where, at large, 
Wanton he rov'd, or fed beneath her charge 
In plenteous ftalls -, or when he felt the rein, 
Was gently pac'd along the level plain : 194 

Thus, pamper'd high in eafe, and nurs'd with care, 
His fhining Ikin more fleek, more noble feem'd his 
air. • 

And now Ihe urg'd her virgins to divide 
The pleafmg talk : each virgin foon apply'd 
Her ready fkill, and wrought, of golden thread, 
A coftly net, which o'er a pali they fprcad aoo 

Of fineft filk, and on the courfer plac'd, 
With trappings gay, and rich embroidery grac'd. 
A maid fhe chofe, of long-experienc'd truth, 
Whofe mother, Callitrephia, nyrs'd her'youth 
From infant years : to her Ihe oft confefs'd 205 
How far Rogero ali her foul poflefs'd ; 
Full oft his beauty and his valour prais'd. 
And every grace above a mortaPs rais'd. 

To her fhe fpoke-— Whon[i fooner Ihall I truft 
Than thee, Hippacla dear, difcreet and juft ? aio 
VoL. III. ' K In 
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In whom/ Hke thce, óf ali my tram (Ihe cry*d), 
Can I tte mcflage of my htart cotifidè ? 
Hippada (fuch the fafthfi3Ìi(3àmfH*s nanrrc) 
Was nów difinifs'd -, and, b^ th'e lx)ve-fick damfe 
Inftruftcd in htr way, rccciv'd, àt large, 21)5 

Tò hipfi (hcr feofbAi*^ lord) Ithis tender charge : 
Tò fay, that While in promife late fhe fafl'd 
To fcach tJic abby^i walk, iiò trhange prevairdi 
In what (he wifli'd j but Fortune, that has ftill 
The fovereign ralé of kll, bppòs'd hci* will. 220 
Thus fhe 5 tJien bade the dàmfel nìouht her fteìed. 
Ani by the golden rcihs Frontino lead : 
Bnt Ihould fhe, in her travel, chamre to fihd 
A wretch fo fehfelefs, or fo bafe of mind, 
To feize the fleèd, (he wrlPd hcr but to teli 225 
The courfer*s lord, his foìly to repel :. 
For cvcry knight flie deem*d, whate'ér his fame . 
In arms, muft ti'emble at Rogero':s name, 
Much more Ihe faid, and by her trufly maid 
To lov'd Rògero greetings kind convey'd ; 230 
Which, treafur'd in her mind, without delay 
Hippalca bade farewel, and ifTu'd on hcr way. 

Ver. 232. Hippalca hadejarewel — ] He rcturns tO Brada- 
mant^ Bookxxxi. ver. 41. 

For 
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For tc|i long milcs the maid her journey held, 
Tfen>ugh fecaten p«:h> thìck wood^ or open field : 
One noon of day, defcending from a height, 235 
A$ oiH anarrow p^fe fhe clxaac'd jto light 
Stony and rough, fierce Rodomont fhe vicw'd, 
Who arm'd^ on foot a gtiidiog dwarf purfo'd : 
On her tfee crud Pagan caft his eye. 
And loud biaiphem*d th' eternai Hierarchy, 240 
To find a fteed fo ftately and fo fair 
Wkhout his lordj bcneach a damfèrs care. 
Late had he fworn, his arm the goodly hor^^ 
He firft ihould mect, w.ould feize by lawlefs force. 
Lo ! this the firfl> and never could his nced 245 
Attain the conqueft of a nobler fteed. 
But fince co take him from a helplefs maid 
Hodour forbade, awhile in doubt he ftay'd s 
With eager looks he ftood> and, gazing, cry'd, 
Why art thou here without thy warJike guide ? 250 

O ! were he here (Hippacla faid) thy mind 
Would foon forego the purpofe it defign'd : 

Ver. 233. — ten kngmiles^l In the xxvith Book, on die Cune 
occafion, Ariofto fays thirty miles — a little Hip of memory. 

Ver. 237. — — ^mr€ Rodamont/he vieu/dy] Sce Book xviii. 
Ter. 230. where Rodomónt, led by a dwarf) goes ij) fearch of 
Mandricardo and Doralis. 

K 2 Who 
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Who this bcftrides, exccls thy arms in fight. 

And through the world fcarce breathcs fo brave a 

knight . 
What chief (return'd the Moor) thus trcads the fame 
Of othcrs down ?— Rogero (faid the dame). 256 
Then he — The fteed I mine can nob'ly make^ 
Which from Rogero fam*d in arms I take j 
And Ihould he feek his courfer to regain, 
I here defy him to the lifted plain. 260 

The weapon's choice be his— -this prize I claim— 
War is my fport, and Rodomont my name ! 
"Where'er I go, my fteps he may purfue, 
My deeds {hall evcr point me forth to view : 
I Ihine by my own light, and mark my courfe 265 
With tracks more fatai than the thunder's force. 
Thus he 5 and turning, as thefe words he faid. 
The golden bridle o*er Frontiho's head> 
Leapt in the feat, and fudden left behind 
Hippalca, weeping with diftrefsful mind. 270 

On Rodpmont her threats and plaint Ihe bends : 
He hears, regardlefs, and the hill afcends ; 
Led by the dwarf, rage flufhing on his checks. 
He Doralis and Mandricardo feeks -, 

While 
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While the fad maid his flight indignant views, 275 
And from afar with railings vain purfues. 
Some other time fhall fpeak what thefe befcl :— 
Here Turpin, from whofe page the tale I teli, 
Turns to the land, where bleeding on the plain 
Lies the foul traitor of Maganza flain. a8o 

When Amon's daughter from the place in halle 
Had turn'd her ftced, and through the foreft pafs'd j 
Thither, by different ways arriving, carne 
The good Zerbino, and her fex's fhame *• 
He fees the body lifelefs in the vale, 285 

And tender thoughts his noble breaft aflail. 
There Pinabello lay ; and, drench'd in blood, 
Pour'd from fucb numerous wounds the crimfon 

flood, 
It feem'd a bundred foes, in cruelftrife, 
Had join'd their fwords to end his wretched llfc. 290 

* Gabrina. 

Ver, 277, Some other time Jhall fpeak^] He returns to Ro- 
domont, Book xxiv. ver. 695. and to Hippalca, Book xxvi. 
ver. 401, 

Ver. 281. If^en Amon's daughter— 1 See the beginning cf 
the prefent Book, ver. 31. 

Ver. 284. The good Zerbino^ and her fex^s Jhame. ] See Book 
xxii. ver, 23. ^. 

K 3 The 
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The knight of Scotland was not flow to trace 
The track of horfes' feet, that mark'd the place^ . 
In hope to find where frorti purruit had fled 
Th' unknòwn affaffin of the warrior dead : 
Meantime he bade Gabrina to rcmain, 295 

And there expcét his quick return again. 

Now near the fcene of death Gabrina drew, 
Exploring ali the corfe with greedy view -, 
For Itili to every other vice fhe join'd 
The deepeft av'rice of a female mind : . 300 

And, but fhe knew not to cónceal her thefc, 
Her hands rapacious had the knight bereft 
Of every fpoil j the fcarf embroider'd o*er 
With gold, and ali the glittering arms he wore. 
A beh of coftly work fhe fafely plac'd 305 

Beneath her veftj conceal'd around her waift : 
*Twas ali fhe could ; and, whiie of this pofTeft, 
The beldanie griev'd in heart to leave the refi. 

Zerbino, now return'd, who, through the wood, 
With fruitlefs fearch had Bradamant purfu'd ; 310 
The day declining, fwift his courfe addrefs'd, 
With that dire hag, to find a piace of reft:, , 

Two miies remote they to a caftìe carne, 
(Fam'd Altarìva was the <:aftle's nanae) 

4 And 
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And here théy ftay*d tQ pafs th' approaching night, 
That quench'd the fplendor af dpparting light. 316 
Here fcarce arriv^d^ on every fide th^y bear 
The voice of loud knients invade their ear. 
And tears they fee fronp every eye-lid h\l, 
As if pne comrnpn wpe had feiz 'd op^ ali. 320 

Zprbino aik'd wh^t c^ufc their angp^ftì wrought ; 
And heàrd of tidings tp Anfelipo brQught, 
How, 'twixt two mountains, ix\ a fliady dell, 
His fon, his Pinabjelló, murd^r'd fejl. 
Zerbino, doi^btful of fome pvil i^ighj 325 

Withdraws apart ffooì pvery prying eye : 
He dcem'd their fqrrpws mwil hjs death bewail, 
Whom late he faw lie bleeding in the vale. 
Soon carne the bier with Pinabello dead, 
While tprches rotuid their folemn fplendor Ihed, 
Xo where the thickeft rànks lamenting ftand, 331 
Raife the Ihrill cry, s^nd yring the mournful hand s 
^here every eye is fiU'd with gufhing woe. 
And "down the beard the trickling currents flow. 
Abové the reft, fee, impotent in grief, 335 

The wretched father mocks each vain relief ; 
While ali, as facred cuftom each invites. 
Prepare, with pomp, the laft funereal rites $ 

K 4 Such 
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Such as of old were wont the dead to grace, 

But now forgot by this degenerate race. 340 

The herald from the prince declares aloud 
The fovereign will, and to the murmuring crowd 
Proclaims, that vaft rewards the man fhall gain 
Who tells the wretch by whom his fon was flaìn. 
From tongue to tongue the fpreading tidings flew, 
From ear to ear, till ali the city knew : 346 

At laft they reach*d the hag, whofe fury fell 
Not bears or tigers of the woods excel j 
Who now Zerbino to deftroy prepares ; 
Whether through hatred that the knight fhe bears ; 
Or that her impious foul afpir'd to fhow 351 

A human breaft that mockM at human woe ; 
Or whether greedy gain her purpofe wrought 5 
The prefence.of th' afflifted cari (he foughtj 
There firft with plaufive fpeech his ear amus*d, 355 
And good Zerbino of the dced accus'd ; 
Then from her lap, to prove the ftory true. 
The coftly belt produc'd in open view, 
Which, feen, too well the wretched parent Jcnew, 

With tears, his hands uplifting to the fkies, 360 
Thou (hall not perifh unreveng'd^-^he cries i 

Then 
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Then bids furround the houfe. — ^With furious 2eal 
The people, rouz*d, obejr theìr ruler's will j 
And while no danger ncar Zerbino knows. 
He finds hinifelf a prifoner to his foes, 36^ 

Giv'n to Anfelnno's rage, when funk tò refi: 
Refrefliing fleep his heavy eyes deprefs'd. 
Him in a darkfome celi that night detain'd, 
They kept in Ihacldes and with bolts reftrain'd, 
Condemn'd to fufFer for imputed guilt, 370 

In that fad valley where the blood was fpilt. 
No further proof there needs the fa6t to try -, 
Their lord has fentenc'd, and th' accus'd muft die, 

When from her couch Aurora made return, 
. "With many-coloured beams to paint the morn, 375 
The populace, as with one voice, demand 
The prifoner's life, and prefs on every hand 
With horfe and foot , Zerbino thence they led 
T' atone the blood another's hand had (hed. 
On a low fteed the knight of Scotland rides, 380 
His noble arms clofe pinion'd to his fides. 
And head caft down ; but God, who ftill defends 
The guiltlefs, that for help on him depends, 
Already watchful o'er the warrior's Hate, 
Prepares to fnatchhim from impending fate. 385 
6 Orlando 
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Orlando thither comes, and comcs to fave 

The princc from ihame and an uritim^ly grave : 

Along the plain he yiew*d the fwarming crcw^^ 

That to his death the wretched champipix d^ew* 

Galego's daughter, Ifabella fair> 390 

With him he brought, who> from the watcry war 

And bulging veffel-fav'd, was doom'd, at land> 

Th' pnhappy captive of a lawlcfs band ; 

She, wbofe lov'd fprm Zerbino^s heart poffefs'd. 

More dear than iife that warm'd his faithfuj breaft. ' 

Orlaqdo, fince he frccd the gcntle mai4> 396 

Had watch'd befìde her with a guardian^s aid* 

Whcn on the fubjeft plain her eyes fhe bent, 

Shc aik"d Orlando what the concourfe mcant : 

'Tis mine to ìearn the caufe-— the warrior faid, 400 

Tben left his charge, and down the mountain fped* 

The throng he joiti'd j when, from th* ìgnoble train. 

Zerbino foon he fingkd on the plain ; 

And by his outward looks at once divin'd 

The chief a baron of no vulgar kind. 405 

Approaching near, he afk'd hi$ caufe of fhame. 

And whither Jed in bands, and whence he carne. 

Ver. 386. Orbndo thkher comes^^l See Book xiii. ver. 292. 
\rtere Oijmdp t#fce§ I(kbeHa under his prote£fci.onj having de- 
livered \m from the outlaws. ' 

At 
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At this, his head the mourning champion rcar'd. 
And, whenthe Paladin's demand he hcard, 
With brief reply his pjiteous tale difclosM, 4to 

In truth fincere, that foon the cari difpos'd, 
For his defence, to combat on his fide, 
Who, guiltlefs of the charge, unjuftly dy'd,. 
But when he found that Altariva's lord 
The fentence paft, the noble fufferer's word 415 
Stood more confirm'd ; for in Anfelmo'5 breaft 
He deem'd that juftice ne'er her feat poflefs'd* 
Betwecn Maganza's houfc, and Clarmont, reign*d 
A lineai hatc, from (ire to fon maintain'd. 
Then to the herd he turn'd with threat'nkig cry : 420 
Ye caitifF bands ! releafe the knight, or die I 
And who is he (faid one to prove his zbal. 
In lucklefs hour) that thus with words would kill ? 
Well was his menaci, were our fcebie frame 
Of wax or ftraw, and his confuming flamc. 425 

He faid; and ràn againft the knight of Franccj 
And him Orlando met with refted lance. 

That glittering armour, which the night beforc 
The fieroe Maganzan from Zerbino tore, 
Now proudly* worn, cotild not the death prevent, 
WHch from his fpear Anglante's warrior fent. 431 

On 
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On his right check was driv'n the pointed wood. 
And though the temper'd helm the point withftood. 
The neck refus'd the furious ftroke to bear ; 
The bone fnapt fhort, and life diflblv'd in air, 435 

At once, while yet the fpcar remain'd in reft, 
He piercM another through the panting breaft -, 
There lefc the lance, and Durindana drcw. 
And midft the thickeft prefs refiftlefs flew. 
Of this, the fkuU in equal parts he cleaves ; 440 
That, of his head at one fierce ftroke bereaves : 
Some in the neck he thruft — a moment's fpace 
Beholds a hundred dead, or held in chace, 
A third are ilain, or fly with fear opprefs'd ; 
His thundering.falchionTcnows norpaufenorreft. 445 
This quits.his hehnet; that, his cumbrou^fliieldi, 
AH caft their ufelefs weapons on the field. 
Some leap the fofle, fome fcour the broad-way fide; 
In forefts fome, and fome in caverns hide : 
That day Orlando gave his wrath the rein, 450 

And wiird that none fhould there alive remain : 
As Turpin writes, from whom the truth I teli. 
Full fourfcore breathlefs by his weapon fell. 

The throng difpers'd, he to Zerbino' prefs'd, 
Whofe anxious heartyet tremblcd in his breaft : 455 

What 
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What words can fpcak Zerbino's alter'd cheer, 
Soon as he faw his brave deliverer ncar ? 
LiOw had he fairn, and proftrate on the ground 
Ador'd the knight, from whóm fuch aid he found 1 
But to thjC ftced his feet with cords were bound. 
Orlando now his limbs from fhackles freed, 461 
And help*d him to relume his warlike wced, 
Which late the captain of Maganza's train 
Had worn in battle, but had worn in vaih. 

Meanwhile Zerbino Ifabella view'd, 465 

Who on the neighbouring height attentive ftood, 
Till peace fucceeding now to war's alarms, 
She left the hill, and, bright in blooming charms, 
Approach'd the field, where, when (he nearer drcw. 
In her his beft-belov'd Zerbino knew : 470 

Her, whom from lying Fame he mourn'd as loft 
In roaring billows on the rocky Goaft. 
As with a bolt of ice, his heart became 
Ali freezing cold ; a trembling feiz*d his franve : 
But foon a feverifli heat fucceeding, fpread 475 
Through everjr part, and dy'd his cheeks with red. 
Love bade him rufh, and clafp her to his breaftj 
But reverence for Anglante's lord reprefs'cj 

His 
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His eagcr wilb— and, ah t too fure he thcwjght 
Hcr virgin gracc the ftraagcr's foul had caugfat. 480 
From foFFOfWS thus to deeper forrows cifl^ 
He fiads how (ban his mighty jojrs are ps&z 
And becter ccmld he bear to lofe her charms 
By «deatho tfaan ice her in anotber's arms : 
But mofl: to find htr tn his power jie griey'd, 485 
Whofe fword fo late his threatcn'd life rcpriey^d : 
No other Jcnight (iwwe'ier in battlc prov'd) 
Had pafs*d uuqwcftion'd with the naaid he loy*<i- 
But iwhat the earl had vrooght that glorjous 4ayj 
Impeird hkn every grateftil meed to pay, 490 
And ait the «champion's feet his head fubjeóted lay 
Thus jaurneyÌB^ an, the fcnights aad priacely 
maid, 
At Ieng£h difinounttng, ncar a fountain ftay'd : 
The wearied earf releas'd hì& laden browp, ' 
And bade Zerbino there his helna uncdofc. 49^5 

Soon as the fair her laver's face efpies, 
Ffom her foft chee4c the rofy .colour flies, 

Then fwift returns fo looks the humid flower 

When Sors bright bcams fucceed the drizzlìng 
Ihower: 

Carelefs 
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Carclefs of iaught, (ht runs with eager pace, , 500 
And clafps Zerbino with a dear embracc^ 
There, while in fiknce to his neck flie gtovn^ 
Tear foUowing téar, his face and breafl: o*erfloirs* 
Orlando, by thcif fide, ^tt?entive ftands, 
Their nieèting marks, nor otfeor proof d^mafnds 50 J 
That this unknówìi, >i^ho iatt his fuccour pror'd, 
Was priftoe Zeì-binò, by dife 4ame bdav'd^ 

Soon as the fair-óne rais'd hct voice t» fpcak, 
(The drops yet ^angìng on ber cendo* chfeck), 
Her jgrateful Kps no òther cowld proclaim, fro 
^han the full praifes of Orlando's i^mt, 
His valorous fuccour fbr her fakc befkow*d. 
And every courtcfy the warrior fibow^'d. 
Zerbino, who fo tov'd the princely raaid, 
Her good with his in equal fcalcs he wdgh'ds ^I jf 
Low at his.knee the generous earl ador'd, 
Who in onfe day had twice his lifc reftor'd. 

Ver. 500. ^""^Jhe runs with eager pace^ &c.] It may at 
firft appear extraordinary, tbat this diìlcov^ry fhould not bave 
happened before, as, by die poet's words, Zerbino may be fup- 
pofed to bave declared his name to Orlando when the Paladia 
firft accofted him ; but, it muft be obferved, in defence of Ari- 
ofto, that Ilabella was not then preibnt, being left by Orlando on 
the bill durine the battle. 

Thui 
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Thus they : when fudden from the neighbouring . 
brake # 

. They heard9 with ruftling found, the branches fhake ; 
Bach to his naked head his helm apply'd : 520 

Each fciz'd the rcins ; but, ere he could beftridè 
His foaming courfer, from the woodland carne, 
Before their lìght^ a champion and a dame. 
The knight was Mandricardo, who purfu'd 
Orlando's track, till Doralis he view'd : 52^ 

But when the warrior from her numerous band 
Had won the damfel with his conquering hand. 
The zeal grcw flack that urg'd him to obtain 
Revenge on him, who on the bloody plain 
Had Manilardo quell'd, and young Alzirdo flain. 
He knew not yet the fable chief, whofe might 531 
Had rais'd his envy, was Anglapte's knight ; 
Though him his deeds and fair report proclaim 
A wandering champion of no common fame. ] 
Him (while befide unrrìark'd Zerbino flood) 535 
From head to foot fierce Mandricardo view'd. 
And, finding every fign defcrib'd agree. 
Lo ! thou the man (he cry'd) I wifli to fee. 

Ver. 523. — — tf champion and a dame.] See Book jdv^ 

ver. 490. _ 

Ten 
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Ten days my anxious feareh, from plain tò plain> 
Has trac'd thy cotirfe, but trac'd till now in vain * 
So have thy deeds, in aH our camp confeft, 541 
With rivai envy fir'd rhy fwelling breaft, 
For hundreds fent by thee to Pluto's ftrand, 
WJiere fcarcely one efòap'd thy dreadful handi 
To teli the numbers which thy weapon flew 54^ 
Of Tremìzen and Norway's vaJiant crew* 
I was net flow to followj with thy fight 
To feaft my eyes^ and prove thy force in fighté 
Full well inform'd, I know thy fablé drcfs 3 
Thy veft and armour him I feek confefs* /<q 

But were not fuch external marks reveard. 
And didft thou with a thoùfand lurk conceard^ 
Thy bold demeanour muft too furely teli 
That thou art he in battle prov'd fo well. 

Thee too no lefs (Orlando thus reply*d) ^gt 
AH muft pronounce a knight of valour try*d ; 
For thoughts fo noble never (hall we find 
The tcnants of a bafe degenerate mind* 
If me thou com'ft to view— indulge thy will— ^ 
Unloofe my hclmet, atid behold thy fili! ^6o 

But having view'd me well, procèed to prove 
(What moft thy gencrous envy feems to move) 

VoL; IIL L How 
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How much in arms my prowcfs may compare 
With that dcmeanour thou haft hdd fo fair. 

'Tis there I fix my wilh (the Pagan cry'd) ; 565 
My firft demand is fully fatisfy'd. 

Meanwhilc the earl from head to foot explor'd 
The Tartar round, but view*d nor axe nor fword# 
Then afk'd what weapon muft the fìght maintain^ 
Should his firft onfet with the lance bc vain, 570 
Heed not my want (he faid)-^this fmgle fpear 
Has often taught my braveft focs to fear. 
A folemn oath I took, no fword to wcar, 
Till Durindana from the cari I bear : 
Him through the world I feel^— ^for fuch my vow, 
When firft I plac'd this hclmet o'cr my brow i 576 
Which, with thefe arms, I conqucr'd — ali of yore 
By Heftor worn, a thoufand years before. 
This fword alone was wanting to the reft, 
How ftol'n I know not ; but of this pojflcft, . 580 
'Tis faid the Paladin fubdues his foes. 
And hence his courage more undaunted grows. 
But Ict me once his arm in combat join, 
His ili-got fpoils he quickly ihall refign : 
Yet more — my bofom glows with fierce defirc 585* . 
T' avcnge the dcath of Agrican, my fire, 

Whom 
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Whom bafe Orlando- flcw in treacherous ftrife, 
Nor could he elfc have reach'd his noblc life. 

The earl, no longer filcnt, ftern replics: 
Thou ly'ft, and cach that dares affirm ìt, lyes. 590 
Chance gives thec what thou feek'ft— Orlando vicvr 
In me, who Agrican with honour flew. 
Behold the fword thou long haft wi(h*d to gain. 
And, if thou feek'ft, with glory may'ft obtain : 
Though juftly mine, yet will I now contend 595 
With thee my claim, and to a trce fufpend 
The valu'd prize, which rightly thou fhalt takc, 
If me thy force can flay, or prifoner makc^ 

He faid ^ and inftant from his fide unbrac'd. 
And Durindana on a fapling plac'd. . €00 

Alrcady now thcy part to half che fpace, 
Sent from the bow a whizzing fliaft cari trace: 
Already each on each impels his fteed. 
And gìvcs the reins at frcedom to his fpeed : 
Already each direéts his fpcar aright, 6oj; 

Where the clos*d helmet but admits the light. 
The a(h feems brittlc ice, and to the flcy 
With fudden cri^ a thoufand fplinters fly. 
The ftavès break fhort — yet neither knight would yield 
One foot, one inch — then wheeling round the fie]d, 

L 2 Again 
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Again they mcct, and with the vant- piate rcar, 611' 
Fìrm in each grafp, the truncheon of the Ipear 
That yet remain'd— thcfe chiefs that once engag*d 
With fword or lance, like ruftics now enrag'd^ 
Whofe blows difpute the ftrèam or meadow's 

right, 615 

With fhatter'd ftavcs purfu'd a cruci fight. 
Four tìmes they ftruck, the fourth the truncheon 

broke 
Clofe to the wrìft, nor bore another ftroke : 
Whìlc cithcr knight, as mutuai fury reign'd. 
Alone with gauntlet arm'd the ftrife maintain'd : 
Where'er they grapple, fteely piate and fcale 621 
They rend afunder, and disjoint the mail : 
Not ponderous hammers fall with weightier blows, 
Not clafps of iron ftronger can inclofe 
With griping hold.— What now remains to fave 
The Pagan's honour who the challenge gave ? 626 
Or what in fuch a fruitlcfs fight avaird, 
Where more th' aflailant fuffer'd than th' aflail'd ? 
Each nei-ve exerting, with Orlando clos'd 
The Pagan warrior, breaft to breaft oppos'd, 630 

Ver. 611, r-^-^the vant-plate ] The part by which the 

Q)ear was held. 

In 
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In hope with him the like fuccefs tp prove, 

As with Antaeus once the fon of Joye, 

With both his arms he grafps the mighty foe, 

Tugs with full force, and draws him to and fro : 

He foams, he raves— he fcarcely can contain .635 

His rifing rage, nor heeds his courfer's rein* 

Collefted in himfelf. Orlando tries 

Whate'er advantage ftrength or Ikill fupplies. 

His hand he to the Pagan's fteed extends. 

And from his head by chance the bridle rends. 640 

The Saracen with every art eflays. 

In vain, his rivai from the feat to raife 5 

But, firm, with preffing knees, the earl prefcrves 

His faddle ftill, nor here nor there he fwerves ; 

Tillj yielding to the Pagan's furious force, 645 

The girth breaks Ihort, and fuddcn from his horfe 

Orlando falls to earth 5 but ftill his feet 

The ftirrups keep, and ftill, as in the feat, 

His thighs are ftrain'd, while, with a clanking found, 

His armour rattled as he touch'd the ground. 650 

The adverfe courfer, from the bridle freed, 

Acrofs the champaign bends with rapid Ipeed 

His devious way : when thus the fair * cfpy'd 

Per lover borne frpm her unguarded fide 3 

: * DORALIS, . f 

I-» 3 Withouc 
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Without his prefcnce fearful to remain^ 655 

His ilight to trace, flic turns hcr palfrey's rein. 

The haughty Pagan^ as his courfer flies, 
Now foothes, now ftrikes, and now with angry crics 
He thrcats the bcaft, as if with fcnfc indu*d, 
Who, mindlefs of his lord, his way purfu'd. 660 
Three miles he bore, and ftill had borne tht knight, 
But that a crofling ditch oppos'd their flight : 
There fell both man and horfe : the Pagan ftruck 
Againft the ground, but from the dangerous fhock . 
Efcap'd unhurt j and bere conoiudes his fpced : 665 
But how unbridlcd (hall he guide the ftccd ? 
Him by the rufflcd mane, in furious mood. 
The Tartar feiz'd^ and now dcbating flood 
What courfc to takc. — To whom the damfcl cry'd. 
Lo ! from my palfrey be your need fupply'd i 670 
Bridled or loofe, mine, paticnt of command, 
Obeys the voice, and anfwers to the hand. 

The Pagan deem'd it ili a knight became 
T' accept the profFer of the courtéous dame; 
But Fortune, wont her kindly aid to give, 675 

Found better means that might his wants relieve. 
And foul Gabrina to the place convey'd, 
Who, fince her guìle Zerbino had betray'd. 

Ver, 678* --^Zerbino had bitrafd^l Sce ver. 346ofdiisBoQk. 

Shunn'd 
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Shunn'd every ftranger^ like the wolf that flies 
The hunters' voice, and dogs' purfuing cries. 680 
This beldame now the youthful veftmcnts wore, 
Which Pinabello's dame had worn before ; 
She prefs'd the faddle (late her gorgeous feat) 
And unawares tKeTartar chanc'd to nneet. 
King Stordìlano's daughter *, and her knight, 685 
Beheld with langhter fuch an uncouth fight i 
The drefs ili fuiting h=er unfecmly fhape. 
And wither'd features, like a grandanie ape ! 
From her, his courfer's bridle to fupply. 
He takes the reins ; then, with a Ihouting cry, 690 
Her palfrey drives> that to the foreft bears 
The trembling crone expiring with her fears, 
Through rough or even paths, o'er hills and dales, 
By hanging clifFs, deep ftreams, or gloomy vales. 

But let US to purfue her tale forbear, 695 

Whcn brave Orlando better claims our care, 
• His faddle now repair'd, and every need 
Supply'd, he mounted on his warlike fteed : 

* DORALIS, 

Ver. 695. Eut let us to purfue^ &c. — ] Gabrina is again in- 
troduced, Book xxiv. ver. 254. — ^Mandricardo and Doralis ap- 
pcar again, Book xxiv* ver. 416. 

L ^ Awhilc 
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Awhile he ftay'd, in hopes, ere long, to view 

Jlis foe return, the combat to renew ; 700 

At length refolv'djthe Tartar to purfuc. 

Yet, ere he went, as one whofe deeds exprefs'd 

The foft efFufions of a courteòus breaft, 

With gentle fpeech, fair fmiles, and open look. 

He friendly leave of both the lovers took. 705 

Zerbino mourn'd to quit the generous chief ; 
And Ifabella wcpt with tender grief : 
The noble earl their earneft fuit refus'd 
To fhare his fortune, and to each excus'd 
What honour muft deny 5 for greater fhame, 710 
He urg'd, could never ftain a warrior's name, 
Than, in the day of glorious ftrife, to make 
A friend his danger and his toils partake. 
He thep befought them, if the Pagan knight 
(Ere him he met)fhould chance on them to light, 7 1 ^ 
To teli him that Orlando meant to wait 
Three days at hand to end the ftern debate. 
So late begun i and thence direft his courfe 
To where Imperiai Charles encamp'd his force, 
Beneath the numerous banners rang*d, and wherq 
The Tartar prince to ieck him might repàir. 72 ^ 

Thi^ 
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TWs done : as each his feparate fortune guides. 
Zerbino here, and there Orlando rides : 
But ere the valiant earl the place forfook, 
His trufty falchioa from the treje he took. 725 

The winding courfe the Pagan's fteed purfu*d 
Through the thick covert of th' entangled wood, v 
Perplex'd Orlando, who, with fruitlefs pain, 
Two days had foUow'd, nor his fight could gain j 
Then reach'd a ftream that through a meadow led, 
Whofe vivid turf an emerald carpet fpread, 73! 
Spangled with flowers of m^ny a dazzling hue, 
Where numcrous trees in beauteous order grew, 
Whofe fliadowy branches gave a kind retreat 
To flocks, and naked fwains, from mid-day heat. 735 
With ponderous cuirafs, Ihield, and helm oppreft. 
Orlando foon the welcome gales confefs'd 5 
And entering here to feek a (hort repofe. 
In evil chance a dreadful feat he chofe ; 
A feat, where every hope muli fide away 74P 

On that unhappy, that detefted day» 

There, cafting round a cafual glance, he view'd 
Full many a tree, that trembled o'er the flood> 

Ver. 723. Zerbino here^ and there Orlando rides cl^ Gerbino 
juidlfabdla appearagain, Boo|^ xxiv- v^r» 105. 

Jnfcrib'd 
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Infcrib'd with words, in which, as ncar he drew^ 
The hand of his Angelica he kiiew. 745. 

This place was onc, ofmzny a mcad and bower, 
For which Medoro,, at the fultry hour, 
Oft left the fhepherd*s cot, by love infpir'd. 
And with Cathay's unrivaird queen retir'd. 
Angelica and her Medoro, twin'd 759 

In amorous pafies on the fylvan rind, 
. tìe fees j while every letter proves a dart> 
Which love infixes in his blecding heart. 
Fain.would he, by a thoufand ways, dcceive 
Hia cruel thoughts— fain would he not believc 75^ 
What yet he miift-^then hopes fome otber fair 
"The name of his Angelica may Ijear. 
But ah ! (he cry'd) too furely can» I teli 
Thofe charafters oft feen and known fo well-r— 
Yet fhould this fiction but conccal her love, 76% 
Medoro then may bleft Orlando prove* 

Thus, felf-'deceiv'd, forlorn Orlando ftrayg 
Stili far from truth, ftill wanders in the maze 
Óf donbts and fears, while in his breaft he triesr 
To feed that hope his bettcr fenfe denies, 765 

Ver. 747. — Medoro^ at the fultry houry—'] See Book xÌ3t. 
rcr, 251. 

So 
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So the poor bird, that from his ficlds of air 
Lights in the fraudful gin or vifcows fnare. 
The more he flutters, and the fubtle wiles 
Attempts to Ycape, the fafter makes the toils. 

Now carne Orlando where the pendent hilJ, 770 
Curv'd in an arch, o'erhung the limpid rill : 
Around the cavern's mouth were {cen to twine 
The creeping ivy and the curling vine. 
Oft here the happy pair were wont to wafte 
The noontide heats, embracing and cmbrac'd ; 77^ 
And chiefly here, infcrib'd or earv*d, their names 
Innumerous witnefs'd to their growing flames. 
Alighting here, the warrior penfive tì:ood. 
And at the grotto's rutti e entrance view'd 
Words by the hand of young Medoro wrought ; 780 
And frefh they feem'd, as whcn his amorous thought 
For blift fenjoy'd his gratefìàl thanks exprefs'd. 
And firft in tuncful verfe his paffion drefs'd. 
Such in his native tongue might fare excel. 
And thus, in ours transfus'd, thefenfc I teli. 785 

Hail ! lovely plants^ clear ftrcams, and mcadows 
green ; 
And thou, dear cave, whofe cool fcquefter'd fcenc 

No 
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No fun molefts ! where flie, of royal ftrain. 
Angelica^ by numbers woo'd in vain, 
Daughtcr of Galaphron^ with heavenly charms, 790 
Was oft cnfolded in thcfe happy arms ! 
, O l let me, poor Medoro, thus repay 
Such boundlefs rapture 5 thus with every Jay 
Of grateful praife the tender bofom move, 
J^ords, knights, and dames, that know the fweets of 
love j 795 

Each traveller, or hind of low degree, 
Whom choice or fortune leads this place to fee ; 
Till a|l (hall cry — Thou fun, thou moon, attend ! 
This fountain, grotto, mead, and Ihade defend ! 
Guard them, ye qhoir of nymphs 1 nor let the fwain 
With flocks or herds the facred haunts profane! 80 1 

Thefc verfes, in Arabian written, drew 
The knight's attention, who their idiom knew : 
To him full well was many a language known, 
But chiefly this, familiar as his own : " 805 

Such knowledge fav'd him oft, in diftant lands, 
From wrong and fhame amid the Pagan bands 1 
But, ah ! no more th' advantage fhall he boafl:^ 
That in one fatai hopr fo dearly coft ! 

Three 
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Three times he reads, as oft he re^ds again 810 
The cruci lines ; as oft he ftrives, in vain, 
To give each fcnfe the lye, and fondly tries ' 
To difbelieve the wìtnefs of his eyes 5 ;. 

A^Vhile at each word he feels the jealous fmart. 
And fudden coldnefs freezing at his heart. 815 

Fix'd on the ftone, in ftifFening gaze, that prov'd 
His fecret p.angs, he ftood with looks unmovM, 
A feeming ftiatue ! while the godlike light 
Of r'eafbn nearly feem'd eclips'd in night : 
Confide in him, who by experience knows, 82»' 

This is the woe furpaffing other woes ! 
From his fad brow the wonted cheer is fled, 
Low on his breaft declines hiis drooping head ; 
Nor can he find (while grief each fenfe o'erbears) 
Voice for his-plaints, or moifture for his tears : 8125 . 
Impatient forrow feeks its way to force, 
But with too eager hafte retards the courfe. 
As when a full-brimm'd vafe, with ampie waift 
And flender entrance form'd, is downward plac'd, - 
And ftànds revers'dj, the ruihing waters pent,^ 8 jo 
AU crowd at once to iflue at the vent j 
The narrow vent the ftruggling tide reftrains. 
And fcarcely drop by drop th«.bubbling liquor 4rains. . 

He 
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He wifhes — hopes — belicvcs fomc foe might frame 
A falfchood to defilé his fair-one's name ; 835 

Or ^ith dire malica^ by the tainting breath 
Of jealous rage, to work his certain dcath : 
Yet he, whoe'er the foe, his fkill had prov'd 
In feigning well the charadkers belov*d. 

When now the fun had to his fifter's reign 840 
RefignM the fkies. Orlando mounts again 
His Brigliadoro's back, and foon efpics 
The curling fmoke from ncighbouring hamlcts rìfe : 
'Mie herds are heard to low, the dogs to bay ; 
And to the village now his lonely way 845 

Orlando takes i there pale and languid leaves 
His Brigliadoro, where a youth receives 
The generous courfer j while, with ready hafte, 
Qd€ from the champion has his naail unbrac'd ; 
One takes his fpurs of gold ; and one fronti ruft 850 
His afmour fcours and cleanfes from the duft. 

Lo 1 thi^ the cot, where feeble with his wound 
Medoro lay, where wondrous chance he found. 

No nourifliment the warrior here defir'd; 
On grief he fed, nor other food requir'd. 855 

He fought to reft, but ah ! the more he fought, 
New pangs werc added to his troubled thought : 

Where'er 
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"Where'er he t\iFn*d his fight, he ftill dcfcry'd 
The hated words infcrib'd on every fide. 
He would havc fpoke, but held his pcacc in fear Mo 
To know the tfuùi he dreaded moft to hear. 

The gentie fwain, who mark^d his fecrct grief, 
With cheerful fpeech to give his pains relief, 
Told ali th' adventure that the pair bcfcl, 
Which^oft before his tongue was wont to teli t6$ 
To every gueft that gave a wiiling ear 5 
For many a gueft was pleas'd the tale to hcar. 
He told, how to his cot the virgin brought 
Medoro woundcd ; • how his cure fhe wrought, 
While in her bofom Lovc's impoifon'd dart 870 
With deeper wound transfix'd her bleeding heart: 
Hence, mindlefs of her birth, a princefs bred 
Rich India's heir, (he deign'd, by paflion led, 
A friendlefs youth of low eftate to wed. 
In witncfs of his tale, the peafant fhow'd 875 

The bracdet by Angelica beftow'd, 
Dcparting thence, her token of regard 
His hofpitable welcome to reward. 

This fatai proof, his wcU-known prefent, Icft 
Òf every gleam of hope his foul bercft : 880 

4 Love, 



1 



1 
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Love, tfaat had tortur'd long his wrctched thrall, 
With this cqncluding ftroke determin'd alL 
At Icngth, from every view retir'd apart^ 
He give3 full vent to his o'erlaboyr'd heart : 
Now from his eyes the ftreaminglhowcrreleas'd, 88^ 
Stains his pale cheek, and wandcrs down his breaft ; 
Deeply he groans, and, ftaggering with his woes, 
On the Ione bed his liftlcfs body throws ; 
But refts no more than if in wilds forlorn, 
Strech'd on the naked rock or pointed thorn. 890 
While thus he lay, he fudden call'd to mind, 
That on the couch, where then his limbs reclin'd, 
His faithlefs miftrcfs, and her paramour, 
Had oft with love beguil'd the amorous hour : 
Stung with the thought, the hated down he flies : 895 
Not fwifter from the turf is feen to rife 
The fwain, who courting grateful fleep perccives 
A fcrpent darting through the ruftling leaves. 
Each objedb now is loathfome to his fight 5 
The bed — the cot — the fwain — heheeds no light 900 
To guide his fteps, not Dian's filver ray, 
Nor eheerful dawn, the harbinger of day. 
He takes his armour, and his fteed he takes. 
And through furrounding gloom impatient makes 

. His 
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His darkling way^ thcre vcnts his woes alone^ 905 
In many a dreadful plaint and dreary groan. 
XJnceafing Hill he weeps, unccafing mourns i 
Alike tchim the night, the day, returnsj 
Cities and towns he fhuns j in woods he lies, 
His bed the earth^ his canopy the fkics» 910 

He wonders oft what fountain can fupply 
His floods of grief j how figh fuccecds to figh. 
Thefe are not tcars (he cryM) that ceafelefs flow; 
Far other figns are thefe that Ipeak my woe«^ 
Ecfore the fire my vital moifture flies, 915 

And now> exhaling, iffues at my eyes : 
Lo ! thus it ftreams, and thus fliall ever Ipend, 
Till with its courfe my life and forròws end. 
Thefe are not fighs that thus my torments fhow ; 
Sighs have a paufe, but thefe no relpite know. 920 
Love burns my heart ! thefe are tRe gales he makes, 
As round the flame his fanning wings he fhakes. 
How canft thou, wondrous Love ! furround with fire, 
Yet, unconfum'd, preferve my heart entire ? 

Ver. 923. How canjì thouy wondrous Loije! &c-] It is much 
to be regretted, that the poct has difgraccd this admirable pàf- 
iàge with fuch poor conceits. 

Voi- III. M I am 
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I am not he, the mah my looks proclaim, 925 

The man that- lately bore Orlando's namc > 

He, by hi$ fair one's cniel falfehood, dies ; 

And now, interr'd, her haplefs viótim lics. 

I am his fpirit freed from mortai chains, 

Doom'd in this hell to rovc with cndlefs pàins ; 9J0 

A wretched warning here on earth to prove 

For ali henceforth who put their truft in love. 

Through the ftill night,' the cari from (bade to 
fliàde 
Thus lonely rov'd, and when the day difplay^d 
Its twilight gleam, chance to the fountain led 93^ 
His wandering courfe, whcre firft his fate he read 
In fond Medorò's ftrains— the fight awakes 
His torpid fenfe, each {>atient thought fórfakes 
His màddening breafr, that rage and hatred breathes. 
And from his fide he fwìft the fword unfhcaths. 940 
He hews the rock, he makes the letters fly, ; 
The fliatter'd fragments mount into the Iky : 
Haplefs the cave whofe ftoìles, the trces whofe rin4 
Bear with Angelica Medoro jorn'd 5 

Ver. 925. I am not he^ — ] Imitated from CatuUus. 
Non ego fed tenuis vapulat umbra mea. 

7 Fróm 
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t'rom that cursM day no longer to receive> 04^ 

And fiocks or fwains with cooling fhade relieve i 
\Vhile that fair fountàin, late fo filvery pure, 
Hemain'd as little from his arm feeure : 
Together boughs and earthen clods he drew, 
Crags, ftones, and trunks, and in the waters threw; 
Deep to its bed, with ooze and mud he fpoil'd 95 f 
*rhe rrlvìrmuring Gtirrent, and its fpring defird. 
His limbs now moiften'd with a briny tide, 
When ftrdngth no more his fenfelefs wrath fupply*di 
Low on the turf he funk, uniierv'd and fpent, 95^ 
AH mòtionlefs, his looks on heaven intenta 
Streteh'd without food or fleep i while thrice the fun 
Had ftay'dj and thrice his daily courfe had run. 
iThe fourth dire morn, with frantic rage poffeft. 
He rends the armour from his back and breaft : ^èo 
Here lies the helmet, thère the bofly fhield, 
Cuifhes arid cuirafs further Ipread the field 5 
And ali his other arms, at random ftrow'd> 
In divers parts he fcatters throngh the wood ; 
Then from his body ftrips t;he covering veft, 965 
And bares his finewy limbs and hairy chefl: ; 
And now begins fuch feats of boundlefs rage, 
As far and near th' aftonilh'd world engagé. 

M a Mi4. 
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His fword he ;kft,-elfe had tós dfea^ful hànd 

Wkh blood and horror fiUM. each wàfted laind : 9' 

But little pole-axe, fv«rord>.or mace he tìécds 

T' affift his ftrength, that. èVery ftreUgth exceeds. 

Firfl his huge grafp a lofcy pine up-tears ';;•-• 

Sheer by the roots j thè like another fares .,^5^; 

Of equal growth -, as cafy round him ftrow'd, ffj^ 

As lowly weedsi or Ihrubs, òr dwarfifli wood. ;.' 

Vaft oaks and elms beforc his fury fall; 

Theftately fir, tough afli, and cedar tali* 

As when a fowler for the field prepares 

His fylvan warfare ; ere he fpreads his fnares, 980 

Fromftubble^-.reeds, and furze, th' obftrufted land 

Around he cleàrs : no lefs Orlando's hand 

Levels the trees that long had tower*d above, 

For roUing years the glory of the grove ! 

Theruftic fwains that 'mid the woodland fhade 985 

Heard the loud crafh, forfook their flocksthat ftray*d 

Without a (hepherd, while their mafters flew 

To learn the turault and the wonder view. 

' ; . \ Thus 

Vere 988.. '^the worider vlew."] This Book concludes with 
one of the fineft incidents in the poem, which gives name tp die 
whole wbrk, thè madnefs of Orlando. The narrative begins àt' 
ver. 726, Few paffages, in any author, excel the remainihg- 

: part 
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Thus far IVe reachM, tut further to extend 
The prcfent ftory mìght, perchance, offcnd j 990 
And rather would I here defer the reft^ 
Than with a tcdious tale your car moleft. 

part of Ae book ; and it is furely neediefe to point out to the 
Reader of taftc and difcemment the pathos and fire of the Poet, 
whether we contemplate his hero in the firft dawn of his jtòi- 
loufy, or through the graduai progrefs of this paffion, in which, 
• while he (èems to fly from conviftion, he finds, by a train of 
concurrent circumftances, moft artfidly brought together, the 
tnith forced upon him, till at length he breaks out into a frenzy, 
tfaat dofes the book with wonderful fublimity ! 



END OF THE TWENTY-THIRD BOOK. 



M 3 



^^ 



THE 



TWENTY-FOURTH BOOK 



OF 



ORLANDO FURIOSO. 



M4 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The extravagant feats of Orlando in his madnefs. 2^bind 
and Ifabella are met by Almonio and Corebo, who bring 
Odorico bound, to receive from Zerbino the punifhment of 
his difloyalty. Arrivai of Gabrìna, and the fentence paflèd on 
theiè twp by Zerbino. 2^rbino fìghts with Mandricardo in 
defènce of Orlando's (word : ifilie of the combat. Meeting 
cf Mandricardo and Rodomont : A dreadful battle between 
them for Doralis, tiD, on the appearance of a mef&nger from 
the Pagan camp, and at the requeft of Doralis, diey agree to 
break off the combat, and go to the ailiftance of Agramant, 
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WHOE'ER his feet on Cupid's fnares fliall fet, 
Mufl: feek t* efcape, ere in th' entangling net 
His wings are caùght j for fage experience tells. 
In love's extreme, extreme of nnadnefs dwells. 
Though each may rage not with the wild excefs £ 
Orlando rag'd, their frenzy ali exprefs 
By difFerent ways— ^what more our foUy fhows^ 
Than while we others feek, ourfelves to lofe ? 
Various th' efFeéts of this deftruétive flame, 
The firft dire caufe of frenzy is the fame: io 

Love is a foreft, where the lover ftrays 
From path to path, bewildcr'd in the maze ; 

And 
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And he who leads his life in amorous paìn, 
Defcrves to feei the gyves and fhackling chain. 
Hcre fome nìay cry— Brothcr, thy words have 

ihown 15 

Another's faults, forgetful of thy own, 
Ycs — in my intervals of fenfe I fce 
My bofom^s conflift with the chargc agrce : 
Yet have I ftriv'n, and hopc in time to cure 
The wo«nd» I now from beauty's fhafts endure, 20 

I told, how from. his limbs Orlando drew 
Furìous his arms, and o'cr ùìt foreft threw 
The fcatter'd harnefs 5 how his veft he rent. 
And to the ground his fatai falchion fcnt : 
How trees he rootcd, whilc the woods around 2^ 
And cavcrn'd rocks rc-echo'd to the found ; 
Till ruftxc fwains, to whcre the tumult fprcad, 
Their grievous fins, or cruci planets led. 
As ncarcr now the madman thcy beheld, 
Whofe feats of jftrength ali human ftrength ex- 

ceird ; 30 

Tlicy^ turn'd to fly, but kriew not whcre ; nor 

whence 
Such fudden fears diftrafted evcry fenfe. 

Swift 
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Swift he purfu'd, and one who vainly fìed 

Jie feiz'(ì; ajid from the Ihouldcrs rent the head. 

Eafy, 

Ver. 34, He fei%% and from the fiouìders rékt .th^ bead^^ 
Here begins the deTcription of the extravagant and ludlcrqus feats 
performed by Orlando in his madnefs 5 which paflages of our 
author Cervantes feems to rìdicule, when he réprefentó Don 
Quufote in tìie fable mountain, debating M^etherhe (hall imitate 
^e melancholy firepzy df Amadis de Gaul, or the mote boifterous 
fiiry of Orlando. 

*^ Have I not told you,*' faid Don Quixote, « that I defign 
to imitate Amadis, arfting here the defperado, the iènfelefs, and 
the madman : at the Éime time copying the valiant Don Or* 
Jando, when he ibund, by the fide of a fountain, fòme inditations 
that Angelica the Fair had diflionoured herfelf with Medoro; 
at grief whereof he ran mad, tore up trees by the roots, difturbed 
the' waters of the cryftal fprings, flew the (hepherds, dcftroyed 
flocks, fired cottages, demolifhed houiès, drs^ed mare^ on the 
ground, and did an hundred dioufand other extravagancies, 
worthy to be recorded, and had in eternai reniembrance. And 
fuppofing that I do not intend to imitate Roldan, ór Orlando, or 
Rotelando (for he had ali thefe three names) in «very point, and 
in ali the mad things he afted, faid, and thought, I will make a 
(ketch of them the beft I can, in what I judge the moft eflèntial. 
And, perhaps, I may fatisfy myfelf with only copying Amadis, 
who, without playing any mifchievous pranks, by weepings 
and tenderneflès, arrived to as great a fame as the beft of them 
ali." Jarvis's Don Quixote, Voi. I. B. ii. C. 11. 

Though much of the fatire of the.abovc citation muft be 
allowed to be juft^ and though tooft of the afiions recorded 

of 
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Eafy, as from the ftalk, or tender fhoot, 35 

,A peafant crops the flower, or plucks the fruit : 
The lifelcfs body by the leg he took> 
And^ as a club> againfl hìs fellows (hook. 
Two ftrctch'd on earth in lafting flùmber lay, 
Pcrchance to rife not till the judgment day. 40 

The refi: werc foon difpers'd on evcry fide> 
So wcU advis*d tbeir rapid feet thcy ply'd j 
Nor had the madipaa loìtcr'd to purflie, 
But on theìr herds with headlong fpccd he flew. 
The labouring hìnds the perii ncar furvey'd, 45 
And left their ploughs, with ali the rural tradc 
Of fqrthes and fpades, while feiz'd lyith pale af- 

fright 
One climbs a roof, and onc the temple's beìght - 
(Since elms and oaks avail not)^ trembling thcre, 
Thcy yiew the dreadful havock froai afar. 50 

of Orlando in his madiids may bc given up to ali die feverity - 
òf criticifin, yet no part of the defcription in the foregoing 
book, notwithftanding feveral of the circumftances are unfairly 
included in the ridicule of Cervantes, can be ccnfiired by any 
difceming reader ; but let the whole of the paflàge be tried 
by the ftandard of truth and nature, and compared with ivhat- 
ever is excellent of the kìnd in ancient or modem poetry, and 
furely Ariofto wiU not lofe by the comparifon** 

Ecfore 
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Before hìs fury ftecds and oxén yield. 
And fwift the courfer that cfcapes the field. 

Now might ye hear in cvcry village rife 
Tumultuous clamours, blending human cries 
With ruftic horns and pipes jf whilc echo'd round 55 
The pcaling bells from neighbouring fteeples found. 

Ali felze fuch weapons as the time provides, 
Bows^ flings^ and ftaves ; and down the moun« 

taìn's fides 
A thoufand rulh -, while from the dells below, 
As many fwarm againit a fingle foe. . 60 

As when the tide appears the Ihore to lave. 
The fouthern wind impelling wave on wave, 
Scarce curls the firft, the fecond deeper fwells. 
And this, the third with rifing force excels ; 
Till more and more the vi£bor-flood afcends, 65 
And o*er the fands his liquid fcourge extends. 
Th* incrcafing throngs Orlando thus aflail, 
Pour down the hill, andiflue from the vale. 

Ten wretches firft, then other ten he flcw, 
That near his band in wild diforder drew. 70 

None from his fated fkin could draw the blood ^ 
His Ikin unhurt cach weapon's ftroke withftogd : 

To 
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To him fuch wondrous grace the King of Heavèil 
To guard his faith and holy church had givdné 
Could aught of mortai rifk Orlando's life, j$ 

Great were his rifk in this unequal ftrifc t 
Then had he mifs'd the mail he late unbrac'd. 
And mifs'd the falchion which afide he caft. 

The crowds, that view'd c^ch weapon aim'd in 
vain, 
With backward fteps retreated from the plain ^ 80 
When mad Orlando, who no further thought. 
The ruftic dwellings of a hamlet fought : 
AH thence were fled j yet there in plenteous flore 
He found fuch food as fuits the village poor, 
Of homely kind j— but prefl with pining fafl 8 j 
On roots or bread his eager hands he cafti^ 
Creedy alike devour'd whate'er he faw. 
Or favoury viands bak*d, or morfels raw : 
• Then through the country round, with rapid pacc^, 
To man and beaft alike he gave ^he chace ; 90 

Through the deep covert of the tangled wood 
The nimble goàt or light-foot deer purfu'd : 
Oft on the bear ^nd tufky boar he flcw. 
And, v/ìth his finglc arm, in combat flew ; 
^ ' ^ Then 
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irhen with their flcfh, hls favage fpoils of fight, 95 
Infatiate gorg'd his ravènous appetite. 

Thus o'er the realm of France, from land to land. 
He ran, till on a day a bridge he gain'd, 
Where fwift (inclos'd in craggy banks and ftcep) 
A river pours its current broad and deep, ioa 

And built beJSde à ftately caftle ftands, 
That faf around the fubje£t fields commands* 
What there enfu'd fome future tinne (hall teli; 
Nqw turn to what Zerbino next befel. 

Orlando gone, awhile Zerbino ftood, 105 

Then took the path the Paladin purfu'd ; 
Scarce paft a milc, flow ridìng, when he fpy'd 
A recreant knight, with hands behind him ty'd, 
Plac'd on a humble fteed, and for his guard, 
On either fide a knight in arms prepara. ìio 

Full foon Zerbino, as he nearer drew. 
Full foon the Jovely Ifabcllà knew 
Falfe Odorico, trufted late to keep 
Hervirgin charms, like wolves to watch the fli^^ep. 

Ver. 104. Now turn towhat Zerbino^ &c.] Orlando appears 
again, Bookxxix. ver. 281. — The laft we heard of Zerbino was 
when he parted fr6m Orlando, Bock xxiii. ver. 723. 

Him 
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Him had the prince prcferr'd o'er evcry friend, 115 
From ili or Ihatnc his miftrcfs to defendi 
Nor could he think that faith, to him fo provM, 
Would fail to her, whom more than life he lov'd* 

Then chanc'd fair Ifabella to unfold 
Her paft efcapes ; and ali the tale Ihe told, 120 
H0W3 ere her veflel bulg'd beneath the wave, 
She fought the bark her finking life to fave : 
How Odorico had his faith betray'd ; 
And how the outlaws to the cave convey'd 
Her helplefs youth, — and fcarce thefe words fhe 
faid, 125 

When, lo ! fhe faw the traitor prifoner led. 

The two, who thither brought the faithlefs knight, 
On Ifabella caft their wondering fight, 
As one they oft had feen 5 with her they guefs**d 
Their deareft lord, the partner of her breaft, 130 
Companion rode 5 for well his blazon*d Ihield 
The colours of his noble line reveal'd. 
Approachìng near, they faw with raptur*d eyes 
His wcU-known face gonfirm their firft furmize, 
Swift ffom their fteeds they leapt, with eager 
pace, 135 

Aiid open arms, impatient to cmbrace 

Zerbino'? 
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Zerbino's kjiees : bareheaded now they ftood 
Ecfore his figbt^ and lowly revercnt bow'd. 

Zerbino fix'd on each his earneft yiew. 
And foon Corebo arid Almonio kncw ; 140 

*rhofe weri-try*d friends, to whom he gare the care. 
With Odorico to proteét the fair» . . 

Almonio then— ^Since Heaven ha» pleàs'd Qijct 
more 
*rb thee thy Ifabella ta reftorc, 
Why (hould I now, my much-jloY'd \Qt4> V^^^tf I4.5 
Whatwcll thou know'lb-i-why in thU 6%gtiyefl;atP: 
Yon caitiÉF rides-^for flie> the fair.'hietr^y'd» 
Has long ere this his treàchcrous gT^ih 4JfpJsy -4 1 • 
Has told, how by his bafe and guilcful art 
Deceiv'd, the wretch induc'd me to depart j 150^ 
How brave Corebo to defend ber ftopd» ; 
And> deeply wounded, Ihed his genefoy^ blo94* 

Attend the fequel-»-From the ti>i^n in ha^^ 
With fteeds and menials, to the ftmfìd I paf?'d ^ 
St'iU cafting round my eager eyes, to find |^| 

The fricnds and virgin whom I left behiflfJ- 

Ver. 151. Htnv brave Corebo^ &c.] See Book xiii. ver. i^ 
from which part this narrative is continued by AbiiQliÌP* 
VoL. IIL N Foremoft 
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Forcmoft I fpurr'd, and travcrs'd ali the fhore, 

Scarch'd evcry part thcir fcct had trod beforc : 

In vain-— no fign appcar'd on cithcr hand, 

But forile new marks of footfteps on the fand. i6o 

1 foUow'd thefe, and thefc my courfc convey'd 

Beneath the covert of the woodland fliade : 

Lcd by the found of arms, at length I found 

Unbleft Corcbo bleeding on the ground 

Where is our virgin-charge I left fo late ? 165 

Whcre Odorico ? fay, what adverfe iate 

Has herc reduc'd thee to this wretched ftate ? 

Thus I— and now the fatai truth reveal'd, 

I fought th* apoftate wretch ; the wretch conceal'd 

Deceiv'd my fearch, and ali the day beguil'd, 170 

Through wood and brake I wander'd in the wild ; 

At length return'd to where a crimfon tide 

From pale Corebo's wounds the herbage dfà ; 

Where (fpeedy hclp delay'd) the gloomy grave 

Alone could take what art refus'd to fave ; 175 

Where friars and monks might funeral rites prepare, 

When vain the healing couch and leech's care. 

Then from the woodland to the town I bore 

The fainting youth, his vigour to rettore j 

Where 
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Whcre foon olir hoft a fage phyficìan fouhd, 180 
"With fovcreign plants to clofe each bleeding woundé 
Corebo cur'd, he took his arms and horfe ; 
To find the wretch we bcnt our-eagcr Gourfe 2 
Him in Alphonfo's regal court I met. 
And, dar'd in open lift, againft him fet 185 

My trufty lance : the king alìow'd the fight 
With eVery legai foriti to pròve the right* 
My caufe prevair4 i for Fortune, who at will 
Oft conqueft gives, difpenfing good or ili, 
So help'd my arms, his ftrength avail'd no more. 
And he remain'd a captive in my power. 191 

Th' offender's crime revealM, the moiìarch gave 
To me hi$ life, tó pUpifh or to fave. . 
Nor would I free, nor takc his forfeit head, 
But thus to thee in captive chains have led, ig^ 
That thy decree might doom him to be flaln. 
Or kept alive, referv'd for further pain* 
Fame fpoke thee join'd with Charles' inftperial force, 
And hopes to find thee, hither urg*d our courfe. 
Ali thanks to Hcaven ! that thus, whcn leaff I 
thought 200 

To fce my prince, my happy fteps has brought : 

N a Nor 
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Nor lefs my thanks, that thus I fec rcftor'd 

Thy Ifabella to hcr plighted lord; 

Whom late that traitor, with infidious art, 

Had feem'd for evcr from thy arms to part* 205 

Zerbino filent, while Alttionio fpoke^ 
On Odorico fix'd his earncft look : 
Hatrcd he little felt, but chicf he mourn*^d 
To find his hope from friendfhip thus rcturn'd j 
To think that one, who leaft had caufe to Icave 210 
His prince and friend, fhould both alike deceivc i 

Ver. 208. Hatred he little felty &c.J Zerbino is one of 
the moft amiable chanuSters in die whole work, and mufl 
ftrongly intereft the reader. His fentiments oi mercy and gè- 
nerofity, on the reflcftion of his friend's treachery and ingra- 
titude, may remìnd ùs of the behaviour of Titus the Romaa 
emperor to his friend Sextus, who had con^red againft his 
life, fo admirably painted by Metaftafio^ an author who abounds 
in the moft noble and elevated fentiments. Titus, in his in- . 
Ijerview with Sextus, thus endeavours to make him confefs hi^ 
guilt. 

ObferVe me, Sottus, we are now alone j 
Thy fovercign is not prefent : open then 
Thy heart to Titus ; truft it with thy friend; 
I promife thee Auguftus ne'er fliall know 
The fecret thou difclofeft : teli me how 
Thy feith was firft feduc'd : let us together 
Scek fome pretence t' excufe thee : I, perchanc^ 
Sball be cY*n happier than thyfelf to find it. 

AcT ili. Scene vili.. 

TUt 
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Till, with a dccp-drawn figh, he rais'd his head. 
And thus, benignant, to the prifoner faid : 
Declarc, unhappy, nor the truth fupprefs ; 
And, if wc right have heard, tby guilt confefs. 115 
At this the faithlcfs friend, low-bending, pr«fs'd 
Hts knee to earth, and thus his lord addrels'd. 

To err is ftill the lot of man below : 
But hénce the good from wickcd minds we kpow -, 
. The laft, by nature prone tp evcry fault, 220 

At once give way to evirs firft affault. 
The good for brave defence thcir weapons wield, 
But, if the foe be ftrong, no lefs they yicld, 
Hadft thou, O prince ! confign'd to my com* 

mafld 
Some fronticr-poft, and had my daftard hand 22*5 
Without refiftance gìven the hoftile powers 
To plant their ftandard 00 thy conquer'd towers ; 
Then might the fbuleft curfe purfue my name, 
Thetraitor's danger, and the coward's Ihame: 
But, if compeird to yield, not blame would mcct, 
But praife itfelf might follow fuch defeat. 231 

*Twas mine'to guard my faith from mental focs, 
Like fome ftrong fort which numctous troops in- 

clofc. 

N 3 With 
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With ali thie force fupply'd me from abovc 
By Heaven's fu preme decrcc, full long I ftrove 235 
To guard the fortrefs, till my vigour faird, 
Atld the ftlrong foe with ftronger arms prcvaird. 

Thus Odorico fpoke s and more he faidj 
To prove what rtiighty power his faith bctray^d j 
Wiph evcry art of foothing fpeech addrefs'd, 240 
He fought to move his injur'd prince's breaft : 
While good Zerbino ftood in deep fufpenfe. 
Or to forgive, or punilh fuch offence. 
Thoughts of the heavy crime now fecm'd to wake 
His fleeping wrath, the traitor*s life to take : 245 
Now dear remembrance of their friendfhip pali, , 
Which, till that fatai chance, fo firm could laft, 
With pity*s dream refentment'S flame fupprefs'd. 
And nourifh'd mercy in his generous breaft. 

While unrefolv"d Zerbino ftill remains 250 

To free th* offender, or to hold in chains 1 
By death to fweep him from his fight, or givc 
The wretch in lengthen'd fufFerings yet to live -, 
Behold loud neighing comes th' afFrighted ftced, 
Which Mandricardo from his bridle freed, 25-5 

Ver. 254. Behold bud neighing^ &c.] Sec Book xxiii. ver* 
673, whcrc Mandricardo tak;es away Gabrina's tódle. 

And 
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And with him bears the beldame^ pale for breath, 
Whofe guile had nearly wrought Zerbino's death. 
The roving palfrcy from a diftant ground 
The courfers hcars, and feeks the kindrcd found. 
Soon as Zerbino thither turns his eyes, ck69 

He lifts his hands in praifes tp the (kie% 
For two fo wicked to his power refign'd, 
Whofe deeds deferv^d his deepeft hate to find. 

The noble knight that impious crone detains : 
Arid now he ponders with himfelf what pains 165 
Her crimes fhould meet; to lop her nofe and ears, 
To make her piece-meal die, at firft appears 
A juft decree j to give her limbs for food 
To gorge the hungry vultures' fcreaming brood. 
Now this, now that> his wavering thoughts revolv^^ 
At length, dctermin'd, fix his laft refolve : ay i 

Then, turning to his friends, he cries— I give 
My free confent the faithlefs. youth ihall live : 
Though fuch ofFence may fcarce forgivenefs gain, 
At leaft it mcrits not fevereft pain. ^75 

Stili let him live, and freed, my mcrcy prove, 
Since well I know his crime the crime of love. 
Love has ere this a firmer bofom brought 
To guilt more decp than Odorico's fault, 

N 4 Which 
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Whltìrirow wc judgc— to him Ict grace bè Ihówn^ 28^ 
The ftiffering fliould bc mine, and mine alqnc : 
Blind as I Was, fo vaft à truft tò yidd, 
Yet knew how flamc can catch the ftubWc field l 
Tò Oderico thcn-»-JBc this thy doònij 
The penancc of thy dccd— tky tafk to come 1 a8| 
One circling year this woman's fl:eps attend, 
From ali that fcek her life, her iife defend; 
Her foes ht thino-r*and range> at her command. 
The realms of Tpacious France from land to land. " 
. Zerbino *thu$ ; ànd him, ^o far his crinie 2p<3^ 
Deferv'd.hjs dea(lh> he gave fome future tìmè 
To certain fa^^ s e3^p'os*d in evely Ihape 
To perils hurìian wit could n^'er erca5>e. 
So oft fome iil-ilarr'd knight, or wifé, or nlaidi 
Her arts had tùin'd, and her guile betray'd j q^^^ 
Whoe'er herfafety watche*^ rtfks his Iife 
With wanderinfg knights ih many a dangerous ftrife, 

Thus each was juilly puniih'd— flie for crimes 
That long for vengeance cry'd in fofmer time^^ 
Whil? he, .for her defence who wrongly .ftoodj 300 
In fome ftcrn fight myft fhcd hl^ vital blood* 
A folemn oath Zerbino fram'd, to bind 
The recreant knight to kcep the terms enjoin!d i 

AAd 
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^d vow*d, if c*er he broke the faith he fwoFCy 
And fell again the captivc of his power^ ^QJ 

No longer prayer or mercy to regard, 
But with bis death his pcrjury reward. 

Then to Altnonio and his friend he made 
A fign to free their prifoner } tbcfc obcy'd 
With flow reludance i eithcr griev'd to find 310 
Himfelf defrauded of revenge defign'd. 
And now the faithlefs knight the place foribok. 
And with him thence that aged beldame took. 
What chanc'd to thefe no further Turpin writcs, 
Dut thus another hard the tale recites : 315 

The bard (his namc untold) ha& thus dcclar*d : ~ 
Ere thefe together one day's journey far'd, 
Falfe Odorico, deaf to every cali 
Of plighted faith, to frce himfelf from thrall, 
Around Gabrina's neck a halter flung^ joo 

And to an.elm the crone detefted hung ; 
And thence a twelvemonth (but unknown the place) 
Almonio made him run the felf-fame race. 

Zerbino, who the Paladin puirfues 
With earneft fearch, and fears the track to loie, 31^ 
Now fends a prìefiage to his martial tnin, 
Anxious what caufe coul4 thus their lord detaiiT. 

To 



\ 
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To good Almonio he his chargc declares^ 

Which now to teli, the mufe for hafte forbears. 

To good Almonio is Corcbo join*d, 330 

And Ifabella fole rennains behind. 

Great was the love Zerbino had profcfs'd. 

And great in Ifabella^s tender breaft, 

For brave Orlando -, great was either's zeal 

To Jearn what chance the virtuous earl befel, ^^S 

So late unhors'd : three days t' await the knight *, 

Whofc fearlcfs arm rejefts the fword in fight. 

The cari had vow*d i and hence till thrice the day 

Had rofe and fet, the prìnce decreed to ftay. 

And to the fquadrons his return delay, 340 

In every place thròugh which Orlando pafs'd, 

His haplefs way Zerbino foUowing trac'd : 

At length he canfie, whcre, 'midft the lonely grove, 

TEe fair ingrate had carv'd the notes of love. 

The fpring difturb'd; the trees and cave he view^d 1 

Thofc lopt and rooted, this in fragaients hew'd. 346 

Not far he faw a fudden gleam of light. 

And firft the warrior-cuirafs ftruck his fight: 

The helmet next — not that which fam*d of yore. 

The haughty African, Almontes, wore. 350 

••'■ 

♦ Mandricardo» 

He 
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He heard a courfer in the woods conceard 
Repeatèd neigh, and now advànc'd, behcld 
Wherc Brigliadoro graz'd the verdant plaìn, 
While from his faddle hung the loofen*d rein. 
He Durindana fought, and foon he found 355 

The fword, unlheath'd. He ufelefs on the ground» 
He faw.the furcoat, which i|i pìeces ftrow'd. 
The wrctchcd earl had fcatter'd through the wood. 

With Ifabrfla now Zerbino gaz'd 
In fad fufpenfe, while every objeét rais'd 360 

A fecret fcar, yet little thcy divin'd 
(Howe'ertheyweigh'dthe figns with anxious mind) 
Orlando from his bettcr fenfe disjoin*d. 
One drop of blood difcover*d on the plain 
Had imag'd to their thoughts the champion flain. 
And now a ruftic hind with headlong pace 366 

Approach'd, deep tcrror on his bloodlefs face, 
Who late in fafety, from a rock's tali ^eight^ 
Beheld the wretched madman's frantic mìght ; 
How from his*limbs he drew his veft and afms^ 370 
And fhepherds flew, and wrought a thoufand harms. 
He certain tidings to Zerbino gives, 
Who, fiird with wonder, fcarce the truth believcs, 

Though 
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Thoughdearthc proofs-^the fhcphcrd's tale he heatrs 
With pitying heait,,and leave$ his feat in tears. 375 
He ligbts tD gather from the woodland ground 
The vcarlifce rclicks «ridely fcattcr'd round. 
Wkh him the geiitle fair her fteed forfakes, 
Apd from the ground the arms and veftment takes; 
When, }6l appears a dame in looks diftreft^ 38(91 
Sjgba frequent buriting from her mournful breafi: : 
If any afk who thya her vrots deplor'd, 
*Twas Flordelisj^ who rov'd to feck her lord ; 
For Brandìmart, departing thcnce unknown, 
Had left the fair in Paris* regal town ; 385 

Wh^re feven or eight long moons the mourner 

ftay'di 
But when Ihe found his wifli'd return delay'd, 
From fea to fea flie pafs'd^ from plain to plaici. 
Far as, the hills that fever France from Spaini 
Ali pajts ìhc fearch'd^ - but wheix ellrang'd from 

home 390 

He liv*d in old Atlaritcs' magia dome; 

* Ver. 383. *Twas FlorieUsy &c.] In the viiith Book, ver. 
604, Flordelis is mentiened to have left Paris in fearch of her 
httflMuad Bwndimart, wko yas jfivi^ after Orlando^ . 

Where, 
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Where, with Rogero Brandimar t detain*d, 

Whcre, with Orlan^o^ ftcrn Ferrau remain*d» 

But whcn Aftolpho, with his wondrous blafl^ 

Had driv'n the forc'rcr from his fcats aghaft, 395/ 

To Paris Brandimart again rcturn-d, 

Unknown to her, who Hill his abfence mourn'd. 

Thus lovely Flordelis, to chance refigtì^dj 

Zerbino and his Ifabellajoin'd : 

Too weU fhe Brigliadoro knew> who ftray'd 40» 

Without his lord, and, ah ! with g^icf furvey'd 

Each cruel objeft, whik flie heard relate 

The dreadful fcquel of Orlando*s fate, 

Who rov*d, of fenfe dìftraught, fronri place to jrfacc, . 

A wretchcd outcaft of the human race. 405 

Zerbino now the arms togcther drew. 
And fix*d them on a pine in open view, 
A trophy fair! and, left fome vcnturous knight 
(Native or ftranger born) on thcfe Ihould light. 
The verdant rind this Ihort infcriptipn bore : 410 

THESE ARMS THE PALADIJf ORLANDO WORE. 

As if he faid — Let none thefe arms remove, 
But fuch as dare Orlando^s fury prove. . 

' This pious tafk perform'd, the prince with fpted 
Prepar'd to part j but, ere he rein'd his ftecd,*' 415 

. Ver. 392. Whercy with Rogero^ &c.] See Book xii. vèr. 28. 
7 Fierce 



^ 



ty> ORLANDO FURIOSO. B-XXIV. 

Ficrcc Mandricardo carne, who, whcn he turn'd 
And faw the trunk with thofe rich fpoils adorn'dj 
He aik*d from whénce, and who fuch arms difpos'd ì 
To whom Zerbino, ali he knew, difclos'd^ 
The Pagan king o'erjoy'd, no longer ftay'd, 420 
Approàch'd the pine, thcn fciz'd the fword, and faid* 

Let ralhly none prcfumc my deed to blame, 
This fatai biade by law of slrms I claim : 
Long, long ctc now this gallant fword was won. 
And Hill, where'cr I find, I claim my own* 425 
Orlando, fearing to defend his right, 
Has feign'd his madnefs but to (hun the fight : 
Then wherefore fhould I now forbear to take 
What coward bafenefs urg*d hìm to forfake ì 

Rafh knight, refrain— nor think (Zerbino crics) 
Without difpute to fnatch the glorious prize. . 431 
If fuch thy claim to Heétor's arms, then know 
*Twas theft, not valour, did thofe arms beftow. 

Ver. 416. Fiera Mandricardo'^'] See Book xxiii. ver. 69Cv> 
where Mandrìcardo is laft mentioned. 

Ver. 424. Long^ long ere this the gallant fword was wonj] 
Mandrìcardo ieems to mean that he had proved his tltle to the 
Iword, by the perilous adventure which he encountered at the 
cafUe of the Syrìan Fairy, where he conquered the armour of 
He£tor* The flory is told at large in the noce to Book xiv* 
ver. 24CU 

No 
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No more was faid > for cach with equal hcat. 
And equal courage, fprings his foe to mcet, 435 
Scarce is the fight bcgun, when ccho^d round 
A hundred blows their polifli'd arms refound. 
Where Durindana threatens from on high. 
Zerbino fèems a rapid flame to fly 
The falling ftroke^ whene'er to fhun the fleel 440 
Light as a deer he m^es his courfer wheel. 
Behoves him now his utmoft fkill t' employ, 
Since, from that edge, accuftom'd to deftroy, 
One wound might fend him to the drcary grove, 
Where love-lorn ghofts through Ihades of myrtlc 
rove, 445 

As fingled from the herd, the nimble hound 
Invadcs the boar, and cautious circling round, 
Shifts every fide, but ftill maintains the field, 
By turns aflaulting, and by turns repcU'd.. 

Ver. 44.5, ^''^Jhades of myrtle-^'] Virgil, in his fixth 
^ncid, tells us, that the ghofts of departed lovers were thus dif- 
pofed of. 

Hlc, quos durus amor crudeli tabe peredit, 

Secreti celant calles, et myrtea circum 

Sylva tegit. 

The fouls, whom that unhappy flame invades, 

In fecret folitude and myrtle fbades 

Make endlefs moan.*p-ii>-« Dryden. 

So 



192 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.3tXÌV* 

So brave Zerbino, as the fword defccnds, 450 

Or thrcats aloft, with warìeft heed atte^ds ; 
Honour and life to guard, his IharpenM cyes 
Watch* every ftroke, and as he ftrikes he flies. 
Thus he ; while fiercely as the Pagan foe 454 

Whirls his dread fword, and gives or fails the blow. 
He feems a whirlwind that from hcaven dcfcehds. 
And 'twixt two Alpine hills the foreft rends j 
Now bent to earth the trees deep groaning bears, 
Now from the trunks the fhatter*d branches tears. 
Though oft Zerbino turn'd afide, or fled 460 

The trenchant biade, at length the Pagan fped 
A downard ftroke, that with full force impreft 
Between the fword and buckler, reach'd his breaft> 
Strong was the corflet, ftrong the plated mail, 
With texture firmi yet ali could nought avail 465 
Againft the biade, that thunderìng from above, 
Through piate and mail, and Ihattcr'd corflet drove. 
The fword fell fhort, elfe had the ftroke defign'd 
Cleft ali the knight, yet reach'd fo far to find 4^9 ^ 
The naked part, whence from the fhallow wound, n 
A fpan in length, the warm blood trickling round I 
Stray'd o'er his Ihining arms, and ftain'd thef 
ground. ' J 

So 
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So have I &en a filken floweret fprcad. 
And dye the filver veft with blulhing red, 
Wrought by her fnowy hand with matchlefs art, 475 
That hand, whofe whitenefs oft has pierc*d my hcart. 
Ah ! what avails the goòd Zerbino now 
Courage to dare, or ftrength to urge the blow, 
Though mafter of the war ? — Here virtue fail'd, 
Where ftronger arms and ftronger nerve prevail'd. 480 
Slight was the wound, though by the crimfon huc 
Not flight it feem*d, but, ftartled at the vie\^. 
Pale IfabcUa's heart, with fear oppreft. 
Ali cold and trembling, funk within her fareaft. 
Zerbino, fir'd with generous thirfl of fame, 485 
With deep refentment flung, and confcious Ihame, 
Rals*d both his hands, and with redoubled might 
Struck on the helmet of the Tartar knighc. 
The ftaggering Saracen the weight confef3'd. 
And to the faddle bow'd his haughty creft : 490 
Th' enchanted cafque made every weapon vain, 
Elfe that dire ftroke had cleft him to the brain, 
Impatient for revenge, the Pagan lord 
Againft Zerbino's helmet rais'd the fword. 
Zerbino, who the foe's intent beheld, 495 

Swift to the right his well-taught courfer wheel'di 
VoL. III. ' ' O . Y^t 
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Yet not fo fwift, nor eotild he fhun fo WcU 
The bitìng edge, which on his btickler feU, 
Bot through the pl^tes from ùàt to fide it uret^f 
Ànd deep beneath his matkd gauntlet ttnt i jòo 
Laid bare his arm^ then glancif>g doWnward fcfonà 
His ftècl-clad thigh; ànd deep imprefe^d à woundi 
Now hefe, now there^ Zerbino ftrikes in vain ; 
The foe's tough arms, unhurt, the ftroke {uttàìh i 
Each pafs he tries 5 no pafs the plates aff»d, 56^5 
And harmlefs from the ftrrfaCe bounds the fwofd. 
Not fo the Tartar king — his ffercer might 
With fuch advantage urg*d th* uneqnal ftght ; 
Seven times his ftecl has drunk Zcrbino's bloodj / 
!Has pieirc'd or cleft his fliieldj his helfnet hew'd. 5101 
By flow degfees lìfe's ifluing oirrcnt drains 
His ebbing ftrength, but dauntlefs he remains : 
His vigorous heart, ftill tìourifh'd with the flaitic 
Of inbred worth, fupports his fccble frame. 
Sad Ifabellà^ now with fcars diftrefs'd, 515 

To Doralis her carneftTuit addrefs'd ; 
By every power adjur'd her to fupprefs 
The battle's rage, and turn their ftrife to péace^ 
Courteous as fair, and doubting yet th' cvent 
Of combat, Doralis with gtad confent ^20 

9 T» 
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To IfabcUa yicldihg, foon inclin'd 

To friendly truce ber valiant lovèr's mind. 

Not Ids Zerbino Calm'd his vengeful heàrt 

Fof ter he lov'd, confenting tò depart 

Whcróer Ihe led i and, at her powerfùl word, |ij 

Unfinilh'd Icft th* advefttiare of the fword. 

But ì^lordclis, whò ill-defended view'd 
Unbleft OHando*s fa(lchiòh> wecpihg ftòod 
To wail the lols ; and oft (he wifti'd that fate 
tìad brotìght her lord to fhare the dìl-e débate. $$6 
Yet could flic è'er (ìf chance fò fair.beftl) 
To her lov'd Brandimaré the ftory teli 5 
Stern Mandricardo, to his deadly eoft, 
Mìght ruc thàt coiit|ueft now his haughty boaft. 

From moni tìll eVenrng Florddis iii vain ^^^i; 
Stili fought her lord, from morn ttU ève again 
At randòm ftray'd ; vrhile he, whofe lofs fiié mourn'd. 
Once more to Paris' régal walls returnM. 
So long fhe travers'd mountain, bill, àbd waod, 
At length fhé caAìt,- wherc ncar a ruhriiiig ftobd 540 

• Ver. 535. From morn tttt evening FìordèSs^ &c.] Heite it 
&ems étet FlorMis departs without accoffing Zerbino and W- 
imlla, to whom ihe appears a ftranger, 

O 2 The 
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The wrctched Paladin Ihe faw and knew — ^ 
But let US now Zerbino's tale purfue. 

Though fcarce the noble youth his feat maintains> 
So faft his blood has flow'd,,fo faft it drains, 
Yet, felf-accùs'd, affliftion rcnds his mind, 545 
For Durindana to the foe rcfign'd : 
His pain3 iftcreafe— and foon with fliortening breath 
He feels the ccrtain chili approach of deacih* 
Th' cnfeebled warrior now his courfcr ftays. 
And near a fountain's fide his linmbs he lays. 550 
Ah ! what avaih the wretched virgin's grief ? 
What can iKe here to yield her lord relief ? 
In defert wilds for want fhe fees him die. 
No friend to help/no peopled dwelling nigh, 
Where fhe, (or pity or reward, might find . 5^r 
Some Ikilful Jeech his ftreaming wounds to bind. 
In vain Ihe weeps-^in vain \yith frahtic cries 
She calls on^For.cune, and condenins the flùes* 
Why was I npf in furging waters loft, 
When firft.^naj? veffel lefc Galicia's coaft ? , .^So 

•y. y^^* 5é^2. % But Jet US now-'itrhtno^s tale purfm.] • tfe'i'él^ 
turi^s to Flordelig^ Bxxjk xxix. ver. 297, and to Maiviricardo in 
die óSgth verfe of this hook. 

' '' .1 : Zerbino, 
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Zerbino, as his dying cyes he turn*d 

On her, while thus her cruel fate (he mourn'd, | 

More fclt her forrows, than the painfql ftrife ^ 

Of nature ftruggling on the verge of life. 

My heart's fole treafure ! may'ft thou ftill (he . * 

faid) 565 • 

When I, alas ! am numbcr'd with the dead. 

Preferve my love — think not for death I grieve 5 ^ 

But thee thus guidelcfs and forlorn to leave, 
W^ighs hea^vy l^ere— rO ! wcre my mortai date 
Prolong'd to fee thee in a happier ftate, 57Q V 

Bleft were this awful hqur— content in death, 
Qn that lov'd bpfom to refiga my breath. 
But fummon'd now >t Fate*s unpitying cali, 
y nknown what fyture Ipt to thee may faU-** 
By thofe foft lips, by thofe fond eyes I fwcar, 575 
By thofe dear lockj that could my heartenfnarc ! 
Defpairing to the fliades of night I go, 
Where thoughts of thee, ieft to s^ world of woe^ 
Shall rend this faithful breaft with dceper pains 
Than ali that hell's avcnging realm contains, 580 

Ver, 580. h eWs avenging realnt-^^ We muft al- 

ways remember, that the Italian poets, widiout fcruple, make ufe 
pf the old Pagan mythology, 

O 3 At 
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At this, fad Ifabella pour*d a fhower 
Of trickling tcars, and lowly bending o^tVj 
Clofe to his mouth her trembling lips fhe laid^ 
His mouth now pale Hkc fomc fair rofe dccay'd; 
A vernai rofe, that, cropt bcfbrc the time,- 585- 
Bends the green ftalk, and withers ere it» prfme. 

Think not (ftie Ùìà) life of my breaking heart ! 
Without thy IfabeUa to depart : 
Let no fuch fears thy dying bofoni rcnd ; 
Whcre'er thou go'ft, my fpirit (hall attcnd : 5901 
One hour to both {hall likc difhìiflion gìve. 
Shall fix our doom, in future worlds to live. 
And part no more--whcn ruthlefs death fliall clofo 
Thy fading eyes, that moment cnds my woes ! 
Or fhould I ftill furvive that ftroke of grief, 59^^^ 
At leaft thy fword will yield a fure relief. 
And, ah ! I truft, reliev'd from mortai date, 
Each breathlcfs corfe Ihall meet a milder fate 4 
When fome, in pity of our haplefs doom, 
May clofe our bodies in one peaceful tomb. 600 

Thus Ihe -, and whilc his throbbing pulfe fhe fecls 
Weak, and more weak, as death relentlefs fteak 
Éach vital fenfe, with her fad lip Ihe drains 
The laft faint breath of life that yet remains. 

To 



^.XXIV. ORLANDO FURIOSO, i^ 

Tp r^e Hi^ fceWc voice Zerbino try'd-r- 6o| 
J charge thee now, O lov'd 4n death ! (he c^ry'd) 
By^tbat affcftipji wh^ch thy bofonji bore* 
Whcn, for my ftkeji Aqu left*ft thy father's ftiQre;^ 
And, if a truth likc mine fyc\i ppwer can give, 
While Heaven O^^ìX ple^e, I now cprnm^nd thee, 
live : 6\q 

5vt never bc \t frona thy thoughts remov*d,^ 
That, much as man can love. Zerbino lov'd, 
f ear not but GoP:^ in time, vili fuccouf lend, 
From every ili thy virtue to defend i 
As once he fent the Roman knight to fave 6i j 

Thy yputh unfriended from the robber's cave 5 
As from the feas he drew thee fafe to landj. 
And fnatch'4 thee from tb^ impure Bìfcayner'sì hand : 
And when at laft ali other hope$ we lofe, 
5e death the laft fòd rcfuge tbat we chufe, 620 
Thus fpoke the dying knight j but fcarce were 
heard 
His batter woydsi in accents weak preferr'd. 

Here ended life the Ught fo drooping diesj, 

Whenx>il or wa5^ no more the ftame fupplies. 

What 

V^r. 6^j. fieri mied Ufi^"^-^] The death of Zerbino, witfej^ 
^ the attend^t circumftances, is one of thofe fine paf&ges 

O4 h 
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What tongue can teli how mourn*d the wrctchcd 
maid, 625 

What plaints (he utter*d, and what tears ftie Ihed^ 
When in her arms her dear Zerbino lay. 
Ali icy cold, a lump of lifelefs day ! 
Prone on the bleeding corfe herfcìf fhc threw, 
Clafp'd his ftifF limbs, and bath'd with tender dew : 
She rav*d fo loud, that ali the plains around, 63 1 
And woods, re-echo'd the diftrefsftil found : 
Nor her whitc breaft nor blooming chceks Ihc 

fpares, 
But cruel that (he ftrikes, and thefe fhe tears ; 
She rends her golden locks, that know not blamc, 
Invoking, vainly, oft the much-lov'd namej 636 
And, little mindful of Zerbino's charge, 
His fword had fet her frantic foul at large^^ 
But, lo ! a hermit, wont each ftated day 
To the clear fount to bend his lonely way, 640 

Carne froni his neighbouring dwelling, timely fent 
]B^ Heaven's high will t' oppofe her dire intent. 
This reverend man, in whom at once were join'd 
A fage experience and a gentle mind, 

fo admired by the Italians, and which, if the tranflator ha$ done 
any juftice to his author, cannot fail ftrongly to afFedl the Englifh 
reader. 

Whofe 



B. XXIV. ORLANDO FURIOSO, aoì 

Whofe hallow'd wifdom ali examples knew, 645 
And brought, as in a mirror, thefe to view j 
Now, with a pious healing hand, addrefs'd 
The balm of patience to her wounded breaft. 
And many a woman bright in virtuc nam'd, • 
In either volume's *Tacred text proclaim'd. 650 
He fliow'd how vain our fearch of blifs is Ipent, 
When GoD alone can yield us true content 5 
That earth's enjoyments, ever Ihifting, leave 
The wiih unfated, and the hope deceive. 
He wrought fo far, with mild perfuafion's breath, 
To change her heart fo latcly fix'd on death, 656 
And raife her wifli to quit this vale of ftrife, 
> And dedicate to God her future life. 
Yet would fhe hever banilh from her mind 
Zerbino's love, or leave his corfe behind ; 660 

Refolv'd through ali her pilgrimage to bear 
With her the relicks of a form fo dear. 

Then, by the hermit's aid, who (how'd in age 
A ftrength of limb his years could ili prefage. 
Zerbino on his penfive fteed fhe laid, 665 

And travers*d many a mile the woodlahd Ihade. 

* Old jmd-NEw Tesjament. 

The 
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The cautious hermìt led not to bis celi 
The lovcly maid, with him alone to dwclU 
Where flood his manfion in the neìghbouring dell, 
His thoughts fuggeft^«««*that h^nd w^ juftly blame^ 
Which bear« 4t once the fuel and the flamc j 67 « 
Koi* would in prudence or in years coafid^ji 
By fuch a propf to find his virtw try*d 1 
But meant to Icad her to Proven^Oj whew ftoodj 
Near fam*d Marfcillcs, a holy houfe, endow'd 675 
With wealthy gifts, whofe fpacious walls coQt2Uo'4 
Of hcaven-dcvoted dames a faint-like-baiidt 
Awhilc their fteps a friendly caftle ftay'd, 
Where, in a faWe cofSn clo^'d, they laid 679 
The flaughter'dknìght, and fafaly thence convey*d. 



:} 



Ver. 667, The cautious hemdt — ] So ligl^t a tur-n given ta 
Ibe narrative, after fi> beautiful an4 «ffe^ng a cataftre^iha) will^^ 
I fear, difguft the re^er; but, at the &me dme, as it ftrcmgly 
marks the general complexion pf the early Italian poets of this 
clafs, and more efpecially the genius of ArioAo, it wa» not 
thoi^ht allowable to omit the paflàge. Theft are among^ die 
parts alluded to by Gravina, who accufes Arìofto of ^ fometimes 
mingling ludicrous reiIe(ftìons or allufions with ièrious matter/* 
See the Preface, 

Ver. 680. '^ihenée conviy^d,'} In thp timc of AsifAt^ Joaq^ 
queen of Caftile, in like manner carrìed with her, in a cofiin, 
the body of her dead hufband, Philip of Aui^ria. Zatt a, 

A fpacious 
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A fpacious traót of land^ day foUowing day, 
Througb the Ione wild and leali frequented way, 
They ftrove to pafs unfcnown, fecurc from harms» 
Now ali the country round was fìU'd with arnis. 
At.lcngth a knight they metj who ftoppM thcir courfe 
With bruta! infult and unmanly force t 686» 

Of hìm fonie fitter time the mufe fliall teli 5 
J>fow turn to what the Tartar king bcfeU 



1 



The battle ended thus, his generous ftecd 
7he warrior from the reins and faddle freedj 690 
And turn'd him loofe to graze th^ ftowery mead* 
Pleas'd with the fair rètreat, his limbs he laid 
fiiefide the flreani heneath the cooling ihade ; 
But lay not long> ere from a dlftant height 
Defcending to the plain, appear'd a knight : 691^ 
Him, foon as Doralis behcld, flie knew. 
And pointing out to Mandricardo's view, 
Unlefs the diftant fight deccivc my cyes. 
Lo ! yonder comes fierce Rodomont (flie cries) ; 
To givè thee combat from the Hill he fpeeds, 700 
And well fuch combat now thy prowefs needs s 

Ver. 688. Now turn io what the Tartar king befil.] He re- 
turris to Ifabella and the hennit^ Book xxviii. ver. 676. 

Ragc 
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Rage fot* my lofs, affianc'd to his bed> 

Has drawn down ali his vengeance on thy head. 

As the bold hawk a fierccr mien affumes, 
Lifts his high head, and fpreads his rufflcd plumcs> 
If chance fome birds of houfehold breed he fpics 706 
(The ftarling, duck, or dove) before him rife ; 
So Mandricardo, well aflur'd to bear 
From Rodomont the bloody wreaths òf war, 
With Joy exulting, mounts his fteed again, yxQ 

Jlis feet the ftirrups ppeTs, his hand the rein. 

And now the wrathful chicfs approach'd fo neai^ 
That each the other's threatening words might heac 
The king of Algiers Ihook his haughty head, 
Wav'd his right arm, and thus aloud he faid : 715 
Soon Ihall I make thee rue thy fatai jay, 
Who for a Ihort-liv'd gift, an amorous toy, 
Haft dar'd t' infult a prince, whofe powerful hand 
shall wreak the vengeance that fuch wrongs demand, 
Then Mandricardo thus : — In vain he tries 720 

To fhake my courage who with threats defies. 
Women and boys are fcar'd with feeming harms> 
Or thofe that ne'-cr were bred to ufe of arms : 
Net fuch am I — whofe foul no terror knows, , 
The hour of combat is to me repofe : 7^5 

On 
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On foot, on horfe, difarm'd or arm'd, I dare, ,; 
In the cjofc lift, or open field of war. 

Rage folìows rage, and threatenings threateningi 

breed ; 
Theìr fwords are drawn> and thuftdering ftrokes fuc- 

ceed. 
Like winds that firft but whifpfer through the brake, 
Ncxt the high tops of elnns or becches Ihakc -, 731 
Then whirl the gathering duft aloft in air, 
Swecp cots away, and lay the foreft bare ; 
In tempefts kill the flocks that graze the plain. 
And whelm the veflels in the howling nnain : 735 
Thefe Pagan knights, whofe like could ne'er be found 
Through ali the realms for deeds of arms renown'd, 

Ver. 727. — In the ckfe Kjì^ or open field of wan'] Thìs 
ipeech of Mandricardo ìs in the fpìrit. rf Heftor to Ajax, be- 
ibre the fingle combat between them. Ajax had defied hirn^ 
with haughtinefs, to which he replies : 

Me, as a boy or woman, would'ft thou fright, 
New to the field, and trembling at the fight ? 
Thou meet'ft a chief deferving x>f thy arms, 
To combat born, and bred amidft alarms : 
I know to fliift my ground, remount the car, 
. Tarn, charge, and anfwer every cali of war ; 
To right, to left, the dexterous lance to wield. 
And bear thick batde on my founding fliield. 

Pope's Iliad, Book vii. ver. 285. 

With 
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With dauntlef!! heartSj and many a drtadful ftrt3cej 
Purfu'd à fighe that wcll their race htfyóke\ 
Whh horrid dangfor oft their falcbiaM mect ; 74^ 
Earth feems to groan and (hake beneach their feet § 
Whilc, from their batcer'd annour> freqifent fly 
trhc fiery fparks, afcending tó the fky» 
Oneither fide alikethe knìghts afiail 
The plates to ièrer^ or to rend the mail* ^4^ 

Each inch of ground they guard with equal care. 
And in a narrow wb eontra£t the war« 
Amidft a thoufand aim*d, the Tàrtar bendi 
A ftroke^ «hàt driven With both his handé defcénds 
Oli Sarza's front—the many-còloihr'd li^t 75© 
Now Ik-irhs in mrft beforé hìs dazrled figkté 
Utték fell the Afrkan, of fcnle berea*v'd. 
The crwpper of his fteed his helm receiv'd j 
He lòfi: his ftirrups, and his feàt had loft, 
Ev*n in her fight whofe love he valu'd moft t 751 
But as a bow of temper*d fteel, conftfatn'd 
To yield reluftatit to a pótcnt hand. 
The moreit bcnds, the ftronger, when releas*dj 
It iprings, and fenda the .&a& with ibcngth in-- 
creasM: 

Again 
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Agalli tlie P^Uk rifing fi-om the blow, 7^ 

R^turn'd rodoubled vengeanóe oti his foe* 
ViThcre late himfdf the hoftile wcapah felti 
Stern Rodomont on Mandricardo dealt 
*rhe furious biade : the biade tio entrance fbuiK^ ; 
The Trojan Cafqùe {ecur'd the knight from woimd t 
But fcarce the Tartaf > with the blow bereav'd 766 
Of èght and icnfe, the day fròm night pcrcéiy*d. 

While Rodomont i^catcd ftrokes beftDw*d> 
And DA his helmet laid the furious load i 
The Tartar*s courfei', that beheld with fear y'jó 
The boftile fieel which hifs'd aloft iti air> 
/'With his own fate his rider's fafety bought t 
For while to ihun the fearful noife he fought^ 
Full on his neck dcfcends die weighty fwordi 
And givcs to him the wound defign'd his lord ^ 771 
He wànted Heftor's helm his head to fhield. 
And hcnce he felì — but inftant from the field 
ÌRais'd on his feet, again with fearlcfs look 
Bold Mandricardo Durindana fliook t 
Rage fweird his breaft to view his courfcr flain j 780 
While Rodomont on him with loolen'd rein 
Impeird his fteed j but Mandricardo ftoodj 
Firm as fome rock amidft the billowy flood -, 

While, 
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While, with his lord o'erthrown, extcndcd low 
Was laid the courfer of the Sarzan foe. 785 

Sudden the king of Algiers left his fteed, 
His feet as fwiftly from the ftirrups frcedi 
Aftd flood recovcr'd with the foe to wage 
An equal fight ; no Icfs the Tartar's rage 

His rivai met Now blows fuccceding blows, 750 

Ficrce and more fierce the burning combat grows. 
But, lo ! an envoy carne from Afric's bands, 
With numbcrs more difpatch'd thro' Gallia's lands> 
Back to their banners every chief to cali. 
And private knight, when need requir^d them ali : 
Fór he *, whofe arms the golden lily bore, 796 

Had in their works bcfieg'd the Pagan power ; 
And, did not fpeedy aid retrìeve their fame, 
JDcftrudion foon muft whelm the Moorilh name. 

The trufty herald, as he nearer drew, 800 

By arms and veftment well the warriors knew ; 
But more he knew them by their force in field. 
And weapons, which like theirs no hands couH 

wield. 
He darès not rudi between their wrathful fwords,- 
And truft the privilege his name afFords : 805 

* Charles. 
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TTo Doralis he haftens firfk to teli 

"What deep mifchancè the Saracens befel ; 

HoW Agramant, Marfiliufe^ and theit train, 

"With Stordilano join'd, a fiege fuftain 

From Chriftiàn Charles ; and will'd her to telate 

To either combatant their fovereign's fiate. Si i 

H© faid — the damfel with undaunted breaft 
Between them ftept^ and in thèfe words addrefs'd» 

I charge ve, by the love which well I know 
To me ye bear, your fwords your courage fliow 815 
T' affert à nobler caufe— be now difplay*d 
Your mutuai worth our friendly camp to aid ^ 
Where the brave Saracens bcfieg'd, await 
Your faving ariti, or fome difaftrous fate. 

The herald then his embafly reveàVd, éao 

And letters gave to Ulien's offspring *, feaVd 
From king Troyano's fon; when either knight 
Agreed to cairn his wrath, and ftay the fighi 1 
And fix the truce, till fome propitious hour 
Should raife the fiege, and free the fufFering Moor. 
The fiege once rais'd, no longer either breaft 826 
Shall Ict revenge or rivai hatred reft, 

♦ RODOMONT. 

' VoL. m. P But 



t- 



aio ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXIV. 

But rage anew, till mutuai valour tfy'd 
Their fatai title to the dame decide. 

Thus theyj and ftie to whom their faith thcy 
vow'd, 83« 

The facred plcdge for eithcr warrior flood. 
But Difcord ftern, whofc unrelenting mind 
Abhorr'd ali trcaties that to peace inclin'd. 
And Pride no lefs the friendly terms oppos'd 
That thus in hated league their anger clos'd. 835 
But thefc in vain, with force combin*d, aflaird, 
Where Love's refiftlefs power ò'er ali prevaird : 
He bent his bow, his arrows fwiftly flew, 
Till Pride and Difcord from the field withdrew ^ 
The truce confirm'd by her whofe fovereìgn fway 
Compell'd each hardy champion to obey. 841 

One warlike fteed they mifs'd, for in the fight 
Lay dead the courfer of the Tartar knight ; 
When thither gallant Brigliadoro ftray'd, 
Who cropt, befide the ftream, the verdant giade. 

Since hcre the book concludes, permit me bere 
To paufe, and for a while the tale defer. 847 

END OF T«I TWENTY-FOURTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

condemned tp die. Tale of Rkhardetto and Flordefpina. Rgk 
gero and Richardetto arrive at the cafUe of Agrifinont^ where 
Ifaey are entertained by Aldiger of die hoiife of Clarmont. Al- 
diger gives Richardetto luwvdpome tidings c^ dieir kinfinea 
Malagigi and Vivian, \^o were priibners to Lanfufe, the mo-^ 
dier of Ferrau. Rogero engages to fet diem at liberty. Ro<- 
gero's htter to Bradamant to excufe his abfence. Rogero^ 
^dtìMit^d; alici Al<ig^ fet 0|^ iifkt diy lo Hkui^Md^^ 
' and Vivlantòm the haiìds of die Pagans^ 
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TH E thirft of honour and the force of love 
Eternai ftrifé in youthful bofoms nxovc : 
Nor yet is known which moft inclincs the fcales, 
Since this or that alike in turn prevails.. 
The cali of glory, and the fe;nfe of right, 5 

Not little now can weigh with either knight 
To ftay the combat for the damfel fought, 
Till fuccour to the Moorifh camp was brought : 
But Love more weigh'd— arid had not her commands 
Whofe power wasfovereign held their wrathful hands, 
Ne'er had thebattle ceas'd, till one fubdu'd 11 
Had ftain'd his rivaPs wreaths with vital blood 5 
And Agramant, with ali his focial train^ 
Had hopM afliftance from their àrms in varn. 

P 3 Condcmn . 
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Condcmn not Love — if oft he merits blame, 15 
His generous influcnce oft our praifc may claìm. 

AH thoughts of conteft o'cr, the warlike pair 
Tow'rds Paris' walls, with her, the gentle fair, 
Direfl: thcir fteeds : the dwarf attends their courfc. 
The dwarf who led, to mect his rivaPs force, ao 
The jealous Rodomont, nor ceas'd to trace 

' The Tàrtar, till he brought them face to face. 
A meadow entcring how, at eafe they find 
Four knights befidc a cryftal fount reclin'd : 
Two ali unarm'd, two wear their helmets lac'd -, 25 
And by their fide a beauteous dame is plac'd. 
But who the knights and dame, fome future time 
Shall teli — Rogero firft demands my rhyme: 
Rogero who, but late the tale has fliown. 
In the deep well his magic (hield had thrown. 30 
. Scarce from the well a mile Rogero pafs'd, 

' When, lo! an envoy camej (of thofe in hafte 
Difpatch'd by king Troyano's fon, to claim 
His champions to retrieve the Pagan namé) 

Ver. 27. But who the knights anàdame^ &c.] He returns tQ 
thefe, Hook xxvi. ver. 498.^ 

Ver. 30. In the deep w^— ] SeeBook'xxii. rcr, 663, 

From 
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From Jiim he heard the campus difaftrous ftate^ 35 
Where now the powers, befiegM by Charles, await 
(Unlefs reliev'd) the laft diftrefs of fate, 

At this, conflifting thoughts Rogero prefs'd. 
And rent at once his undetermin'd breaft 
WithdifFerent calls— norwhich t* ^ttendheknows, 40 
Scarce time or place to weigh the choice allows. 
At length the herald he difmifs*d, and fped 
His courfe to follow where the damfel led, 
Who iirg'd him on, till with the fetting fun 
They reach'd a city by Marfilius won 45 

From royal Charles, where Hill his arms maìntain'd, 
Amidft the heart of France, his conqueft gain'd. 
No bridge nor portai here their hafte delay'd 5 
None clos'd the portai, nor their paflage ftay'd ; 
Though near the fofle and gate was feen to ftand 50 
(To guard the place) an arm'd and numerovis band. 
The maid, his fair conduftrefs, well they knew. 
And hence, unqueftion'd, let the knight purfue 
His purposM way, till to the fquare he carne. 
And faw the thronging crowd and kindled flame; 5^ 
Where flood the youth, who feem'd prepar'd to wait, 
With downcaft looks, his near-approachin^ fate. 

P 4 But 
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But whcn> by chance, he rais'd hi& mouraful cyes 
Stiffus'd in tears, Rogero, with furprizc, 
Belicv*d in him bis Biradamant he vicw'd 5 60 

So much the youth a kindred likenefa fhew'd : 
Stili as he gaz'd, and gaz'd with nearer look. 
The micn and features Bradamant h^fpoke : 
Or thìs (he cries) is fhe^ or I no more 
Am that Rogero I was call'd before. 6$ 

Through top much zeal to give th' unbappy aid, 
She hither carne, and bere, by fate betray'd, 
A prifoner ftands — Why did thy hafte, my fair, 
Forbid thy knight th' adventurous deed to (bare ? 
Yet, thanks to Heaven f that fayour'd thus I come, 
With timely fuccour to reverfe thy doom. 7 1 

His fword unfheathing with a furious look, 
(His fpear on Pinabello's knight^ he broke) 
Againft the throngs una.rm'd bis fteed he. guides, 
0*er many a body, preft to earth, he rides. 75 

With cries the wrctches fly, and ali the train 
(So numerous late) are chac'd, or maim'd, or flain. 
As whep, befide.a pool, the houfehold breed 
Of fmaller birds in flocks fecurely feed ; 
If chance a hawk, defcendin^ from the fkies, So 
Ana.idft them ftrikes, and makes bis fingle prizej 

■IO E^cb 
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Each qi^its his feUów, far himfclf provides. 
And from hi$ feather'd fgc for fafety hides : ' 
So had you fecn difpers'd the hcartlefs crcw>' 
Whcn firft Rogero on thdr numbers flew : 85 

From four or fix that thence toc flowly fled> 
At one ficrce ftroke Rogero lopt the head : 
Cleft to the breaft through fome his fteel he fent ; 
There, through the (kuUi herc to the teeth it went. 
What tho' no ponderous helms their heads inclofe, 
But lighter morions bind each wretch's brows, 91 
Yct, were tbey arm'd at proof, his raging biade 
Through tempcr'd helmet had the paffage made. 
Rogero's ftrength was not the ffrength we find 
In modem kaights^ or their degenerate kind : 95 
Not fuch the tulky boar or lion boafts. 
The fierceft beaft of ours, or foreign coafts : 
Perchance the thunder may his force excel, . 
Or that dire fiend (not he that reigns in hell) 99 
Rut that which, arm'd with fire, my lord employs, 
Which drives thro' feas and (kies, and ali deftroys. 

Ver. 99. Or that dire fiend (not he that reigns in hell) 

But that whichy amCd withfire^ tny lord employSy] 

By Aefe lines the poet is fuppoièd to mean a large piece of ar- 
tUfery belonging to the duke of Ferrara, which, from tfce vaft 
pxlecution it did in the &k)| isui juftly acquired the name of the 

I55.EAT UByJL. RUSCELL. 

Noe 
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Not lefs than onc was flain at cvery wound, 
But oftcner two at once he huri'd to ground : 
NoW four, now fivc he flew 5 and foon remaìn*d 
A hundred breathlefs by hìs fatai hand. 105 

The fword, which from his noble fide he drew, 
Cuts, like foft curd, the hardeft fteel in two. 
Thìs fword, the work of Falerina's fkill, 
Was in Orgagna's garden forg*d to kill 
The bold Orlando : but hcr alter'd mìnd no 

Full Ibon repcnted what fhc once defign'd : 
For ali her arts fhe found in vain employ'd, 
When with this fword her garden he dcftroy'd. 
What horrors now, what flaughter nnuft it yield> 
When giv*n in fuch a warrior's hand to wield ! 115 
If e'er Rogero force or fkill poffefs'd, 
To fave his miftrefs, now it fhone confefs^d. 
As the poor hare defends her from the hound. 
So from the knight the crowds their fafety found. 
What numbers by his thundering arai lay dead ! i:;o 
But who fhall number thofe who trembling fled ! 

Meanwhile the damfel loos'd the cruel bands 
That captive held the wretched viftim's hands j 

Ver. 108. Falerina's JkiU^ &c.] See note to Book 

xli. ver. 192, for an accpunt pf tì)is adventurc. 

With 
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"With zealous fpeed fhé arm*d them for the fight. 
The buckler grac'd his left, the fword hìs right. 125 
Fir'd with his wrongs, he rulh'd with vengeful miad 
Tò vent his rage on that degenerate kind. 
Such were his deeds, as future times (hall teli 
That valour which he then approv'd fo well. 

The parting fun beneath the weftern main 130 
Had plung'd, in ruddy waves, his golden wain, 
When, with the youth preferv'd from cruel fate, 
Rogero iflu'd viftor from the gate. 
The youth^ repriev'd by good Rogero's aid 
From threaten'd death, his grateful thanks repaid: 
Thanks ever due to one^ who thus unknown 136 
Had for another*s fafety riflc'd his own ; 
Then begg'd him to reveal his name, and fhow 
To whom his life could fuch deliverance owe. 

Rogero to himfelf— Lo ! there are feen 140 

My faìr-one's features, with her beauteous mien ; 
But not the voice of Bradamant I hear, 
Whofe fweetnefs ftole upon my raptur'd ear. 
Not fuch the thanks that Bradamant would pay 
To him flie loves, on this eventful day. 145 

But can it be or can my faithful dame 

So foon forget her dear Rogero's name ? 

To 
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To eafe hìs doubts, he thus With courteous gracc i 
Thcfe cyes are fure faaiiliar to thy face j 
But when, or wbere, I fcek in vain to find ; 150 
Thou, gentle youth, relievc my wandcring mind. 
Thou may'ft, ere this, Sir knight, havc met thefe 
eycs, 
But when, or whcrc, I know not (he rcplies), 
Since through the world, likc otber knights, I rangc 
Frora land to land, to feek adveuturcs ftrange, 155 
Perchance in me a fifter's forai appears, 
Who wears the cuirafs, and tbe.fialchion roars* 

. Qur bixth was one— «and oft our &mblalit make 
Has held our parents in a fond miftake : 
Not thou the firft a£ nunnbcrs who decciv'd . i6q 
By eicher'a looks, have each for each believ'd s 
One differeace only foen~thcfe trefles fliorn 
$cvcc rcach my fliouJders, as by men are worn : 
Whilc hers, with kngthen'd growth, in many afoldg 
Beneath her helm in filken braids are roird, i6jj 
Once on her head a Pagaa's weapon fell 

, With ghaftly wound, but how, *twere long to teli ; 

• Ver. 167. fFkhgh^l^ wùund^ &c.] Bralantant,; beijiy 
without her helmet, wa& wounded by a Pagan, and afterwards. 
cured of the wound by a fàther of the order of Jefus, who, for 
that purpofe, caufed her hair to be cut off 3 te which.ctìK:uiii«i* 
ftaace Ariofto fevend times alludes. 

See General View of Boyardo's Story, 

When, 
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When, for her cure3 a holy father's care 

(Of Jefus tràin) lopt clofe her length of hair : 

No fign was then that either could proclaim, ^ 170 

And ali our difference was in fex and name. 

Her Bradamant, cali Richardetto me s 

I brother to Rinaldo, liftcr fhe. 

If now you deign to lend attention, hear 

A wondrous tale that well defervcs your ear : 175 

A chance, which from our mutuai likenefs rofc, 

Begun in joy, but ncarly clos*d in wocs. 

Rogero, who no other tale requirM, 
No Tweeter converfe than of her defir'd, 
Of her hìs beft bclov'd and fole delight, 180 

Befought the youth his ftx)ry to recite. 

He thus began— As through the woodland fhade^ 
With trefles Ihorn, my martial fifter ftray'd, 
One day fatigu'd with toil, and faint with heat, 
She reach'd a pleafant fountain*s cool retreat -, 1 85 
Then left her fteed, her fhining helm unbound. 
And funk in flumber on the verdant ground, 
Not ali the fables ancient poets teli. 
Or fancy'd legends^ can this truth cxich 

A royai virgin, eager at the chace, 190 

ÌFair Flordefpina, to the Joncly place 

By 
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By fortune carne, and drawing nigh, furvey'd 
My flecping filler in bright arms array'd. 
Ali fave hcr head : her fide the falchion wore^ 
And every part a manly femblance bore. 195 

Struck with hcr form> awhilc the virgin gaz'd 
In wonder wrapt, till Love a paflion rais'd, 
That foon through ali her tender bofom blaz'd, 
She urg'd her to the chace ; then from the crew 
Of horns and hounds the feeming champion drcw 200 
To where no prying witnefs nìight intrude. 
In deepeft fhade of friendly folitude. 
By words and gefture there the gentle maid 
The fecret of her deep-ftruck heart betray'd : 
With languór-darting eyes^ with fighs of fire, 205 
She Ihow'd her foul confuming with defirc, 
Now from her cheeks the rofy colour fled 5 
Returning warmth now flufh'd the deep'ning red : 
Till, lofi in thoughts of vifionary blifs. 
And bolder grown, Ihe ventur'd on a kifs. 210 

Ver. 210. Jnd bolder grown^ &c.] This behaviour of Fior- 
defpina feems an outrage on ali female decency 5 but it muft be 
remembered, that our poet, in this extenfive wprk, exhibits 
every kind of perfonage ; that the attnuStìons of Fbrdcipina are 
merely the attraétìons of beauty, and that her charaéìer is io far 
from being amiable, that the Italian commentators bave fuppofed 
her to reprefent inordinatc and ongovcrncd pai&on. 

3 Too 
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TToo well my fifter knew hcr manly frame. 
And martial guife, beguird the gentle dame ; 
Shc knew no power t' affuage the fair one's fmart. 
And foft compaffion touch*d her friendly heart. 

Then to herfclf *Twere better to reveal 215 

My wpman's fex, and thus her frenzy heal s 
To own myfelf a maid of gentle nìind, 
Not feem a youth of rude degenerate kind: 
And well flie faid — for recreant muft he prove, 
A mah whofe pulfe was never warm*d to love ; 220 
Who, when fome beauteous damfel courts his arms, 
With youthful fwee'tnefs and alluring charms, 
Should wafte in talk the hour good fortune brings. 
And, like a cuckoo, hang his coward wings. 

My fifter now, with mild addrefs, prepar'd 225 
To foothe the virgin, and the truth declar'd ; 
That iike Camilla, panting for a name. 
Or fierce Hyppolita, flie burnt for fame j 
And in Arzilla born, on Afric's fliore, 
From earlieft youth the lance and buckler bqre, 1^30 

In vain (he fpolce 5 her words no fpark remove 
Of paflion kindled in the firc of love : 
/Too late the medicine came to heal the fmart, 
Since Love, alas l too dccp had plung'd his dart. . 

Whene^er 
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Whene'er fhe vìews the manly mieli and arms, 235 
A tranfient hope her beating bofom warms j 
But foon, the lov'd-one's fex recallM to mind, 
Again is hope to cold defpair refign'd. 
Whoe*er that day had heard the virgin mourn, 
Would flgh for figh, and tear for cear return. 240 

Did ever wretch (flie cry'd) fuch torments know 
To equal what I feel — my curelefs woe I 
AH other loves, fave mine, fuccefs may find, 
Whether of lawful or of impiouskind. 
From the fharp thorn the blooming rofe we part, 24^ 
But vain defire muft ever rend my heart. 
Ah, ruthlefs Love ! fince envious of my blifs, 
Thou muft, with rruel pains, pollute my peace, 
SufHc'd it nqt to give fome common wound, 
Which others from thy various darts havefound ? 250 
Ne'er midft the human race, or beftial train, 
A female feeks a female's love to gain : 

Ver. 241. Did ever wretch^ ice] TTiis oomplàint of Flór- 
defj^iia is dofely copied òùécl the fable of Iphis and lanthe^ in 
OviD. See Metani.—- But while the poet makes Florde^ift» 
enumerate the unnatural loves of Semiramis, Pafiphaè, and Myr- 
rha, and complain of the fingdai'ity of her owi^ lie feems en- 
drd^'l» ferget ^ A017 of Iphis aad laflithe» . 

No 
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No damfers charms attratft a damfers fight, 

Npr hiiìds in hinds> nor lambs in lambs delìght : 

In air— on carth— but Ofte, ala» ! can pi-ore, 1255 

Afid I, aias ! thàt ofte— fo ftf angc a love. 

Thus, ruthlcfs power ! my Wretched fate muft fliow 

A great cxampìe of thy rule belo^i^. 

The wife of Ninus, by the Furìes fìr'd, 

To hcr fon^s bed wìth impteus lufl: afpirM : 160 

Ver. 259. ^wt/eo/Ntmis^*^] Semirafiiisv This tìam^ 
is ^d to bave been given ber becaufe flie was nouri(hed bjr 
doves, which are fo called in the Syrìdh tongue* Many jfables 
are txdd c^ber. Diodorus Sictdus rélates, diat ihe Was botti in 
a wood, near tbe city éE Aicalonia; tfaat ber taiodier Wa$ a re* 
pitted goddefs, and ber fiifher a prìeftj that at ber birth fhe 
was concealecl in a grotto| wbere the doves, ^aling milk é-om 
Ae Ihei^erd^ carried it to the In&flt. He rektés, that fhe 
was afterwards brOught up hy the kihg't head ihq>herd, and in 
proceTs of time married Ninus, kiAg of A%ria« At bis doith 
ihe took upon ber tbe government of the empire, and wai 
fiuiìoas fer ber coùrage 9iA cònènà. Sììt vrSiS a ptiAcefs of the 
moft abandoned princi|>les; and, in order to conceal ber amoursi 
is ikid to bave cauièd eveiy man to be put to deadi who partook 
ci' b^ iavours. Sbe had a ton by ber bufband called Ninu% 
with wbom, Tome %, ihe ìSell in love i and tha% upon ber lo- 
lidtation to comply With ber impious defires» ihe was flain by 
him. Others fay, tbat ihe married him; and in order to cover 
her guQt tnsbStisi a law, by which it was permitted for a modier 
to many ber folle Porcacchi. 

VoL. IIL CL Myrrha 
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Myrrha her fether lov'dj tk^CttU^ dame , 

A bull dpcciv'd— r-*but wilder is my flame._ * : " 

In thefc the iemales. ftill the males purfue, . _ 

And cach attaia'd her wifli, if ta^cs. he true; . 

But here fhould Dedalus bis arts apply, • ,, 165 

No art could fuch a-Gordian knot untie, 

Which Nature fram'd to n>ake my paflìon vain,. 

Nature, whofe laws muft cvery power rcftrain. 

Thus to herfelf laments the fair diftreft. 
And feeds eternai anguilh in her breaft j 1270 

She rends her locks, 0ie tears her lovely cheeks, 
While on herfelf a mad revenge ihe fcek^ :. 
Touch'd with her woe, my pityirtg fifter hears, 
Sighs back her fighs, and anfwers tears with tears. 
In vaift fhe ftrivcs to care her fenfeleft love> 275 
No words can foothe her, and no reafons move;- 
While fhe, who feeks not comfort but rclief, 
StUl nM)urns the rnore, and finks from grief to grief. 
♦ The day but little now rèmadn'd to run, 
Red in^the wèft appear'd the fetting fun : . 280 

And time requir'd to feek a port for thofe ;. . 
That would Aoj^ there in foreft wìids repofe i ' 
Wheri now thè vifgin huntrefs made requeff, , 
For Bradamaat beneath her roof to reft» r. , . 

^ ., . : .My 
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My fifter, yicldjng;tp,tha,clame. €onfcnt,. - ,a8^^ 

Togcthcr to Marfllius' town they went ; . 

"Where but fbr thee, whafe aid fo timely came^ . 

Thcfe wrctched lìmbs had fed the hungry fla,me* . ^ 

Arrìving, Flordclpina to the place 

My fifter welcom'd wifh a fifter's grace j ajia 

Xhen in a female garb her friend array*d, 

That ali who faw might know her for a maid : 

And more— ihe hop*d the caufe ofh^r diftrcfs, 

From error nourifh'd by the manlike drefs,. 

The drefs once chang'd, her fond defire might ceafc. 

And ali her bofom be compos'd tò peace. * 296 

Ah ! how unlike that Aight the couch they prcfs'd ì 

One foUndly lock'd in all-compofing reft : 

One -waking figh'd> or if flie clos'd her eyes. 

In broken flumbers flatterlng vifions rife. 30^^ 

She fancies, at her prayer, indulgent Hcaven. 

To Bradamant a better fex had given. 

As, worn with tedious watch, the patient dreams. 

(Long parch'd with feverifh thirft) of limpid ftrearos> 

And coolìng draughts ; fo £he in flcep cnjoys 305. , 

What ajl in vain her Waking thóught employs. 

Sudden fhe ftarts, extending round the bed 

Hefionginghandsi but finds the blelfing fled, 

Q^a That 
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That night what oficrìngs ihe to Macon yow'd^ 

To cvciy power !«— that for hcr fakc bcftow'd, 310 

Some miracle> in pity to her flame> 

Might to a youth transform the virgìn dame. 

In yain Ihe prays-^in vain her tears — ^her love— 

No Macon hears her, and no powcrs approve. 

Ali night Ihe mourn'd, till Phoebus from the wave 315 

His locks difclos'd, and light returning gave : 

The light rcfurn'd, from bed the pair arofe, 

Day adding force to Flordclpina's woes : 

For Bradamant (whom much it irk'd to prove 

The haple& objedt of fo vain a love, 320 

And by her prefence nnore inflame the fmart) 

Declar'd hcr fpccdy purpofe to depart. 

But, ere ihe went, fair Flordefpina brought 

A ftately fteed, with trappings richly wrought ; 

To thefe a furcoat join'd of coftly make, 325 

Work'd by her hands ; and will'd her, for the fake 

Of parting love, the precious gifts to take. 

And now my filler; urg'd her fpcedy way 
To Mount Albano, ere the clofe of day; 
Where wc, hcr mother and her brethren, flew 330 
With eager joy her Welcome face to Y^. 

4 Hcr 
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For Rìchardetto's fakc Rogcro provM, 

A kinfmani dear by Aldigcr belov'd : 500 

Though now his gucfts he mct not mth that air 

Of cheerful grccting he was wont to wcar, 

But penlive carne : that day werc tidings brought^ 

Which fiird his face with gricf> his breaft with 

thought. 
Inftead of glad falute, with hcavy look, 505 

Young Richardetto firft he thus befpoke. 

Alas ! my kinfman— hcar me now difclofe 
Unwelcome news, to fpeak our kindred's woei. 
Know Bertolagi, Iprung of ruthlefs feed, 
Has with Lanfufa^ ruthlefs dame ! agreed 5i« 

Large wealth in fums of countleffi gold to pay, 
For ¥^hich the dame our brtthren (hall coiivey 
Vivian and Malagigi, to the hand 
Of Bertolagi, and his impious band. 
E'cr fincc the time Ferrau fubdu'd in fight 515 
Our kinfmen, has\fhe kepteach helplefs knight 
In the drear confìnes of a darkf<Hne celi, 
Till ^his dire conipaft which I loath to telL 
To-morrow's fun the prifoners, with a guard, 
She fenda to Bertolagi, where Tpnpu^d^ 50^ 

Ver. 513. Has untk Lat^af^'] Lanfilfl^ the ttoiher of 
Fcnau. 

Near 



1 



23» ORLANDO FURIOSO^ B.XXV^ 

Near fair Bayona, he with giftsof coft 

$hall buy the dcarcft bloodthat France can boaft. 

To our Rinaldo on a fwifc^Qot fteed 

The news I fcnt, but much I fear our necd 

Requires that fpeedy fuccour from hìs fword, 52J 

The length of frzy forbids him to aflford. 

No force have I to lead againft the foe 1 

MyswìU is prompt, but, sài ! my mean» are flow. 

Then, whitjier flìal) I tom^.what method try? 

If in his hatìds they fall, dicy furcly die, 530 

111 Richardetco tbis advice receiv'd^ 
Which, grieying hijTb.rftO^lcfs-Rogero gricv'd : 
He faw, where both in penfive filence ftoqd^ 
Oppreft with evil chance, defpairing good ; 
Then dauntlefs thvs*--Compofe each anxious breaft, 
With me alone this entcrpfize (hall reft ; 536 . 

Againft a thoufand weapons fliall you feò 
Mine boldly drawn, to fet your brethren free : 
My fingle ariti the Pagan bands filali face 3 
Give but a guide to lead to yonder place, 540 
Wherc fuch a/ com^àd threats your W4retched| 

raoc, 

S^o^ ihall the, battile^ tamult (each your :ear, i 
'EhQugJ)r<iiftu& ^l^chth^ crKaLor\^Q96S ih^U hcar, 

\ .. or: 
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Of thofe that I»rggin.£br each wfetched thrall,, . 
Òf thc^e that fly me> or of .thofe. thac falL, , . • ^^^ 
\ Tilt» he> an4 what he (potecAtte/^i^Farrior kncw, 
By proof late fccn, his deeds mìght well make.truc; , 
Whiletone fcarc^f hcaird, or hew4; byr;a6 the wonis . 
Of thofe, whofe Boafting little feopfe JiflFords. . 
But Richard^tto. him. afide: addce^'dj .. . /-. : $.50 
And told how lW€ his llfej whea. forc diftMfà^d^, . . . 
Rogero fftv'd, and well he knew his deeì4:..r .• 
On fit occafion would hi^ fpeech exceed. 
At this goòd Aldiger, with alter'd mmd> 
To do him reverence every thought inclin'd ^ j|^j 
And, at his table plac'd, wherc plenty pour'd 
Her wcll-fiUM horn> he honour'd as his lord." 
And now the l^nights and nobk youth agree», 
Without more aid, the captive pair to free. 

The hour approach'd, i¥hen..fl0cp preparUto clofir 
The eyes of lords and knights in foft repofe, f^r. 
Ali fave Rogero'si in whbfe anxioua hreaft 
Corroding thought repeU'd approachirig rcStJ 
The ficge of Agramant, i*hich late he heard» 
Engrofs'd his thougttis^i he^ knew eacb hour de- 
ferrod 565 

To 
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To join his lord^ muft fully his fair fame^ ^ 

Nor couid he^ but with deepeft fcnfe of (hame» f 
Affift his fovereign's foea^ and own the Chriftian r 
name. J 

His change of faith at other dmes had prov'd 
A mind fincerei by pure religion moy*d ; 570 

But naw> when Agramant, In ftaté diftreft^ 
Requir'd his arni, might rather fpeak him preft 
With daftard fear^ than urg*d by force of truth : 
Whtie thefe reflcftions pain the generous youtb> 
He dares not yet to Agramant depart> 575 

Without her leave^ the fovereign of his heart. 
Bach thought by turns his dubious boibm fways 1 
Now this prevailsj and now more lightly weighs. 
Once had he bop'd^ but vainly hop'd^ to meet 
His Bradamant at Flordefpina's feat> gSo 

Which with the guiding fair, and martial maid *j 
He lately fought in Ricbardetto's aid. 
' And now he calls to mind his firft defign, 
At Vallombrofa's walls his love to join^ 
His virgin-love, who there might wei! expeft 585 
His fight in vain^ and blame his (low negle£i:« 

• Bradamant. 

His 
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His thoughts thus changing» never at a ftay^ 
He fix*d at Icngth by lettcr to convey 
His fecret foul 5 thdugh doubtful yct whofe care 
Might to her hand the gentle meiTage bear ; 590 
Yet trufts that chance would on his way provide 
A mcffònger, in whom he might confide^ 

He quits his bcd — and pens and light demands s 
The ready pages> with officious hands> 
Each need fupply— and firft, as Idvcrs ufc^ ^g$ 

He greets hcr fair^ then tells th' unwekome news* 
He bids her think, on him what (hame muft wait^ 
Should death or bondage be his fovercign's fate 2 
That fince he hóp'd her hufband's name to gain. 
No flighteft blemiih muft his honour ftain ; > 600 
As nought impure muft her pure love enjoy, 
Whofe foul was truth, refin'd froni ali alloy. 

Ver- 593. He quits bis bed-^^and pens and Ught^ &c. j 

The Italian* 
■'■ ' ■ Édta delle piume. 
Si fa dajf carta, inchioftiro, penna, e lume^ 

y» Literally, 
■ ■ ■ ■ ' He leaps from his bed. 
And (:aufbs paper, ink, pens, aiid a light to be given hifflé 

Thefe umiliar paflàges cannot well be rendercd in .our lan^ 
guage j and it is furely difficult to convcy, in any tolerabk 
manner, the àudiór's fcnfe in Englilh vede* 

Vot.IIL R If 
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If e'er he vifh'd to piirchafe virtuous fame> 
Or wilh'd, whtn.porchas'd^ tx> preferve the claim, 
Wbat muft he now, whcn ihc, his future wifc, 60$ 
Would {bare with him in each cvent of lifc ì 
With him in weal or woc bc ever join'd, 
Two bodies lìnk'd by one informing mind ? . . 
And as he oft had vow'd, he thus once more 
His vows confirm'd j the fated feaion o'er, 610 

For which he to bis lord muft kccp unftai-n'd 
His loyal truth ; he then^ if life remain'd^ 
By every proof would ali ber fcars relievc, * 
And Chriftian faith with open rites receive ; 
And from ber fire, ber brother, ali hcr train 615 
Of kindred fricnds, ber band in marriage gain. 
Firft will I raife (bc faid) with thy confent. 
The fiege by which my fovereign lord is pent, 
Left mcn fliould fay, while Agramant maintain'd 
His profperous ftate, Rogero firm remain'd ; 620 
But now for Charles fince Fortune changes hands. 
He fpreads his ftandard with the viftor's bands. 
Some thrice five days, or twenty, Ict me prove 
My force, my monarch's d^nger to remove, 
Then will I frame a juft excufe, to take 625 

My leave of Agramant — for honour's fake^, 

-I alk 
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1 aik no more, and ^irmy future life 
I give to thee, my miftrefs and ray wife* 

In phrafc likc thi^, Rogero paint^d vdl 63^ 
l^is.fecrct thoughts, whichfcarce theMufe can teli j « 
Nor ftay^d his pcn, till wor4s faft flowing o*cr. 
The lovc-direóted page could hold no moTf^ 
The lettcr ending here^ the lincs he fc^*d. 
And fealing, in his careful bofom held. 
In hopes fome friend, ere one revolving d^iy^ 655 
Might to her hand the gentlè charge cpnyey. 
The letter clos*d, he clos'd in flumber deep 
His heavy lids o*cr-wàtch'd.^the Power of Slcpp » 
Stood near his couchi and o'er his memjbers threW ^ 
The pcaceful. drops of Lethe's filent dew. ^40. 

He flept, till in the eaft a breaking cloud 
With blended hues of white and purple glow*d> 
Whenceflowers vere ftrow'd o*er ali the fniilinglkies. 
And, thron*d in gold, the morn began to rife. 

When now the birds, from every verdant ipray, 
With early mufic hail'd the new-born day, ^4^ 

Ver. 629. In phrafe Rke ihis^ &c.] Spenlèr has in like nìan-» 
ner introduced a lettcr into bis poem, upon "^fft^ Mr, V%X^ 
obferves, " Spenfer has hot the authority of Homer and Virgili 
for introducing an epiftle in his. epic poem, but he has the autho« 
rity of Ariofto." 

R 2 Good 
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Good Aldigcr (Rogero thencc to lead, 
With Rìchardetto, wherc thcir venturous decd 
Muft fct the brcthren free from captìvc bands, 
Condemn'd to ìmpious Bertolagi's hands) 6^0 

Was firft on foot j and with him cither gueft, 
Who hcard the fummons, left his downy reft. 
Now cloth'd with tcmper'd fteel, in mcct array, 
Rogero with the kinfmen took his way* 

Oft had Rogero pray'd, but pray'd in vain, 655 
His fingle arm might that day's glory gain ; 
The two, through ardour in their kinfmen^s caufe 
To join his arms, and urg'd by honour's laws, 
Like Focks unmovM, refus'd to him to yield 
Alone the danger of fo brave a field. 660 

The hour approach'd, when either Pagan train 
Prepar'd to bring each car and loadcd wain, 
With Malagigi, Vivian, and the gold 
For which the wretched chiefs were bought and fold. 
The warriors reach'd the place; a field that lay, 66 jj 
Of wide extent, cxpos*d to Phcebus' ray : 
No laurei there, no myrtlé's fragrant wood, 
Nor oak, nor elnd, fìor lofty cyprefs ftood ; 
Bue thorns and branibles choak'd the barren foil, 
That felt no fpade, nor own*d the ploughman^'S toil. 
' - The 
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The threc bold chatnpions chcck'd thcir courfers* 
rcin, 671 

Where ftretch'd a path èxtehding o'cr the plain 5 
When drawing nigh^, a warrior they behold^ 
Array'd in coftly arms that flam'd with gold. 
In whofe fair Ihield of vivid green appears 675 

The wondrous bird that lìves a thoufand ycars. 

Here ccafe, my lord, while thus the hook I clofe, 
And, paufing here, cntreat awhile repofe. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

RooERo, Rlchardetto, and Àldiger, meet an unknown wanìor 
who joins their party. They attack the troops of Maganza 
and die Moor^ and defeat them. Rogero and Marphiià (Igna- 
lizc riicir valour. The prifoncrs, Malagigi and Vivian, are fet 
at liberty. The warriors repofing themfelves after die batde, 
Malagigi explains to the reft die myftical fcuipture on a fotin- 
tain made by Merlin* Hippalca arrìves, and gives an account 
to Richardetto and Rogero of her lofmg Frontino, ivhich wm 
taken awaybyRodomont. Rogero departs to revenge the af« 
front. Arrivai of Rodomonte Mandricardo, and Doralis : 
Mandrìcardo joufts with ali the kni^ts, and overthrows 
them : HÌ3 batde widi Marphiik. Rogero retums to die 
fountain. Strange diflèndons amongft the warriors. Rogero 
daims his horfe of Rodomonte and Mandrìcardo wrangles 
with Rogero fbr the device on his (hield. Rodomonte Main- 
drìcardo^ and Rogero fight : Marphifa takes part with Ro- 
gero. Malagigi, féaring for the fàfety of Richardetto attacked 
by Rodomont, cauiès, by his magic art, a demon to enter the 
horfe of Doralis, which carrying her away, (he is immediately 
foOowed by Mandricardò and Rodomont, who are afterward» 
purfucd by Rogero and Marphifa. 
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TH E generous dames, of ancient time, dcipis'à 
The charms ofwealth, and virtuc onlypriiSM» 
In this our age> we fee the female train 
Scarce bcnd a wifli to aught but fordid gain : 
Yet thofe who, blefl: with inbred goodnefs, fbtm 5 
That love of gold which has the fex undone, 
Living, content and peacc may juftly claim s 
And, dead, fliould fìnd the meed of endlefs famc,^ 
For e ver, fure, nnuft Bradamant be prais'd, 
Who not hei* thoughts to power or riches rais*d, 10 
But lov'd whate'er befpoke the noble mind, 
Grace, courage, honour^ in JRogero join'd 5 
And well deferv'd a knight of fuch defert 
^hould bear he? image in his «coniiant heart; 

And 
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Ànd for her fakc thofe valorous deeds atchicvc, 1 5 
Which after ages fcarcely could believe, 

Rogero, with the two, as late I told, 
With Aldigcr and Richardetto bold, 
(The knights of Clarmont) bright in fteel jarray'd, 
Prepar'd to give tlje brother-prifoners 2^ìd. q,^ 

I told you how a warrior crofs'd the field, 
Of fcarlcfs gefturc, bcaring on his fhield 
The bird that from* ìt% aflies fprings to birth, 
^nd (ftrangc to teli !) but one appears on earth. 

Soonastheknightunknown, advancing,view'd 25 
Whcre each brave chief prepar'd for connbat ftood, 
Jlager he burn'd to prove, in martiàl deed, 
How far their valour with their looks agreed. 
Ts there amongft you ohe who dares (he cries) 
With me in fingle fight difpute the prize ? 3(5 

With fpear or fword in rough encounter meet, 
TIU one filali fall, while one retains his feat ? 

Thàt man were I — (thus Aldiger reply*d) 
*With thee the fword to wield, the fpear to guide : 
But (as thjrfelf flialt fee) far other talk 35 

Bids US fefufe what courage bids thee afk ; 
A talk, that fcarce permits thefe few Ihort words, 
^uch lefs the time to run at tilt afFords. 

Bchold 
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Behold wb€ré ftation^d fiere, we three prèpar e 
At leaÉ fix hWdred mch in antis to dare, 4q 

That by our love and vajòur may bc frecd 
Two wretched friends, to truel bonds dccreed. 
He faid i and to the brave wnknown revcaFd 
The eaufe at fuil^thàt brought thcm to the ficlcì, 

Well haft thou urg'd fuch reafons as fuffice 45 
For juft excufe (the ftranger thus repKes); 
And fure threc knights you feem whofe daìihtlefs 

worth 
Scarce meets its equal through the fpacious earth. 
With you I fought, erewhilc, to run the courfe 
On cqual.terms, for proof of either's force : 50 

But fince on others I ihall fee your might 
Far better try'd— I claim no more the fight : 
But this J claim — ^my arms with yours to wield, 
With yours tojoin this helmct, lance, and fhieldi 
And truft to prove, when on your fide I ftand, ce 
Net undeferving of fo brave a band. 

Some here may wifh to learn the warrior's namei 
Who thujs, a fearlefs candidate for fame, 
Would with Rogero and his fellows meet 
TJ^e drpadful ha^ards of their hardy feat. 60 
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She then (no longer he this champioti cali) 
^ Was bold Marphifa^ from whofe hand his fall 
Zerbino fuffcr'd, fworn by her to guard 
Gabrìna foul, for cvcry ili prcpar'd. 

The good Rogero^ and each noble lord 65 

Of Clarmont's houfc, rccciv*d with one accord 
The proffcr'd aid of her, whom ali efteem'd 
Of manly fez, as by her drefs flie feem*d. 

Not long they ftay'd, ere Aldiger behcld. 
And ihow'd his friends, at diftance on the field, 76 
A banner rais'd, that to the breezes flow'd, 
And round the banner throng'd a mingled crowd* 
When now advanc'd, fo near in fìght they drcw, 
That by their Moorilh garb the warriors knew 
The hoftile band j amid the fhouting throng 75 
They faw the haplcfs brethren borne along 
On two low fteeds, expefting to behold 
For fums of wealth their perfons chang'd and fold, 

Then thus Marphifa— ..Wherefore fuch delay, 
When thefc are pi:efent, to begin the fray ? 8q 

Rogero anfwer'd— Of th' invited train 
To crown the banquet, many guefts rcmain 



Vtìr. 62. She then (m longer HEr-r] 

Cjoftei (non più eoftui dcttp vi fi^). 



Net 
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Not yet arriv'd— we forni a folemn treat. 
And ali muft join to make the feaft complete; 
Soon will the reft attend-^While thus he faid, 85 
Hìs bold compeert the remnaht foes furvey'd : 
The traitors of Maganza's line advance. 
And ali is ready to begin the dance. 

There fwarm'd the numbcrs of Maganza's crew, 
With groaning mules in loaded wains, that drew 90 
Gold, vefts, and precious wealth ; while here werc 

feen 
The captive brethren, with dejeftcd mien ; 
Who flowly rode, in fhameful ihackles bound, 
With lances, fwords,. and bows encompafs'd round ; 
And Bertolagi (caufe of either's grief ) 95 

. Was heard conferring with the Moorifli chief. 
Not Buovo's fon, nor he ^ of Amon's ftrain. 
The traitor prefent, could their wrath contain : 
At once his fpear in refi: each warrior took ; 
And each, at once, the proud Maganzan ftruck: 100 
One through his helm the deadly wound imprefs'd 5 
One drove the thrilling weapon through his breaft. 
As Bertolagi by thefe knights was flain, 
lyike him fo perifh ali, that wrong maintain. 

* RXCHARDETTO. 

At 



fl^4 ORLANDO FURIOSO? h.XKYl^ 

At this Marphifa with Rogero fir'd^ loo 

No otber fignal for tb* attack requir'd $ 
And ere her fpear (he broke, the maitial maìd 
Low on the ground three warriors^ breathlefs laid. 
The other impious chief was worthy found 
F^om fierce Rogero's fpear to mcct bis Wound : i i<p 
He fell j and, by the fame dire weapon flain, 
Two more werc fent to Deatb*s relentlefs reign. 
An crror now amidft th' aflail'd was bred, 
That wide and wider to their ruin fpread : 
Thofe of Maganza decm'd themfelves betray'd t 15 
By the fierce Saracens ; the Moors, difmay'd 
By frequent wounds and deaths on -every band, 
With treacherous murder charg'd Maganza's band^ 
Till fell reproach to mutuai carnage rofc, 
With fpears in reft, drawn fwords, and bended bows. 
Now bere, now there, by turns Rogero flcw 121 
On eithcr troop; now ten> now twenty flew. 
As many by the virgin's weapon kill'd, 
. Jn divers parts lay fcatter'd o'er the field. 
The rider from bis faddle lifelefs fell, 125; 

Whenc'er defcended either trenchant fteel; 
Hejmet and corflets yielded where it carne, 
As crackling ferewood to deftroying flame. 

4 if 
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If e*cr you fàw, ot e'^rhave heard the tale, 
a<yWi whcn ^crce faSions in the hi ve prevail, jjo 
As to their ftafldard in the fields of air. 
The buzEing Icgions for the fight prepara, 
Amidft them ofr the hungry fwallow pours,^ 
Rcnds, kilh, or fcatters, and whole troops devours t 
So think Marphifa, fo Rogero rag'd i 135 

Alike by turns each daftard troap engag'd* 
But Richardetto nor his kinfmàn chang'd . 
The flaughter thus, nor thus alternate rang'd; 
The band of Saracena untouchMthey leave, 
While ali their furies to Maganza's cleave. 14D 
Hinaldo's brothcr, to the dauntlefs mind 
That fits a knight, had mighty prowefs join'd j 
And now the hatred he Maganza bore, 
Gave twofold vigour to his wonted power : 
This fir'd the bafe-born fon of Buovo's bed, 14^ 
"Who, like a lion, his refentment fed : 
Through helm and head his weapon took its courfe, 
Arid both gave way before the crafhing force. 
What foul but here had caught the marciai ire? ; 
What breaft but here hadglow'd with Hefikor's iìre"? 
tìere, with Marphifa and Rogero join'd, 151 

The choice, the flower of ali thewarrior kind ! 

Marphifa, 
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Marphifa, as (he fought, oft turn'd her cycs^ 
And vìtw'd her comrades* deeds with vaft furpri^e j 
She prais^d them ali ; but good Rogero-rais'd 155 
Her wonder moft^ him o*er mankind flie prais'd : 
Sojnetimcs (he deem'd that Mars had from abovc 
Lcft his fifth heaven, the fights of men to prove* 
She mark'd his dreadful fwordj that never fail'd^ 
Againft whofe edge no temperM fteel avail'd; 160 
The helm and currafs ftrong ìt plerces through^ 
It cleaves the rider to the feat in two^ 
And fendsy divided, in a crimfon tide. 
The corfe in equal parts on either fide 5 
Nor deaden'd there its dreadful fury ftays, 165 

But with his wretchcd lord the courfer flays. 

Ver. l63, Andfenis^ divided^ in a crtrnfon tidfj 
The corfe in equal parts on either Jide\ 
Nor deaderCd there^ &c.] Thefe paflkges remind 
US of the wounds given by knights-eirant in romances, io often 
ridicùled by Cervantes, and for which Ariofto is, with thefe au^ 
Aors, liable to the cenfure of extravagance. The hoft, who like 
Don Quixote is intoxicated with readìiig romances, makes the 
following eulogium on thofe performances, in anfwer to the prieft 
who had recommended hiftory. " Before God, your worfhip 
Ihotild bave lead what I bave read, concerning Felixmarte of 
Hyrcania» who, with one back.ftroke, cut afunder five giants in 
ifae middle, as if they had been fo many bean-cods." 

Jarvis's Don Quixote, Voi» I. B. iv. C, v. 

From 
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From many a neck his falchion lops the head ; 
Oft o'er the hips, Ihcer through the body Iped, 
It parts the trunk : now five the rapid ftcel 
Severrat once-^and more I fear to tell> lyd 

Left truth fliould falfehood feem : but Turpiri fam'd, 
Who knew the truth, aadwhat he knew proclaim'd> 
Leaves men to credit or jejeft his page, 
Which blazonsdeedsunknownin this degenerate age4 

Alike appear'd Marphifa's martial ire> 17 1 

Her foes ali frozen, and hcrfelf ali fìrc ! 
"While fhe no lefs attraéts RQgero's gaze^^ 
Than he beforc nìight clainn the virgin's.praife i 
And as Ihe deem'd hini Mars> {o, had he known 
His partner'» fex, to equal wondér won ' i8d 

Of her great deeds, he fure had ftyl'd the fair 
The dread Bellona, patronefs of war ! 
Caught each from each, their kindling ardòur rofe. 
Dire emulation for their wretched foes ! 
On whom they thus their mutuai ppowefs fhow*dl> 185 
On nerve, on bone, on limbs ali drench'd in blood» 
Full foon the might of thefe refiftlefs four 
Difpers'd each camp, and broke their ftronged: powef* 
Who hop*d to 'fcape, his limbs from armotir freed^ 
And ftript in lighter vetture, urg'd his fpeed* 190 

VoL. IIL S Happy 
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Happy the man whofe courfer fwifteft flics ; 
No common pace his fafcty now fupplies : 
While he, who wants a fteed, lamcnts the harms 
That more on foot attend the trade of arms. 

The field and plunder to the conquering band 
Were left; nor guard nor muleteer rcmaìn'd* 196 
There fled Maganza's force, herc Òcd the Moor, 
Thofe left the prifoners, thefe their wealthy ftore. 
With joyful looks, and with exultìng mind. 
The noble kinfmen haften'd to unbind 200 

Vivian and Malagigi, whilft a traìn 
Bore hcapS of treafure from the loaded wain ; 
Vafes of filver wrought (the viftor's prize) 
And female vefts that flam'd with coftly dyes; 
Viands, on which their hunger might befcd, 205 
With generous wines, and all-fuftaining bread. 

Each helm unlàc'd, the noble warrior-maid 
Appear'd confeft: her golden locks difplay'd 

Ver. 207. ■ the noble warrior maìd 

Appear'd confeji:^"''^'] So Britomart difarms in 
Spcnfer. 

With that her gllttering helmet flie unlac'd, 
Which dbft her golden lòcks that were upbound 
Stili in a knot, unto her heels down trac'd. 

Fairy QiJEEN, Book III. C. iv. St. 13, 
Both poets compare their refpeólive heroines to Bellona. 

6 Her 
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Hcr hidden fex, and on her lovely face 

Bright fhone the charms that female featùres 

gracc. aio 

XVith rapture ali the generous virgin view'd, 
'^ And now to learn her glorious name they fu'd : 
She, with hcr friends, to mild deportment us'd, 
Complacent heard, nor what they wifh'd refus'd. 
On her, whofe deeds fo late their wonder rais'd, 215 
Each ardent knìght with eye infatiate gaz'd : 
She on Rogero -, him alone fhe heard, 
With him alone fhe flood, with him conferr'd. 

But now the pages calPd her to repair 
Where, by a fountain's fide, the feafl to fhare, 220 
In the cool fhelter which a hill difplay'd, 
Her friends repos'd beneath the grateful fhadc. 
This fountain, rais'd with art, was one of foUr 
Which Merlin made in France by magic lorc 5 
Of pureft marble was the flruéture bright, 225 

With dazzling polifh fmooth, and milky white 5 
Here ^ferlin, by his fkìll divine, had brought 
Expreffive forms in rifing fculpture wrought. 
Thou would'ft have faid they feem'd in aft to 

flirive, 229 

And breathe, and move— in ali but fpecch alivc ! 

S 2 Thcrc 
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There,fculptur'd>froin the woods a monfler carne» 
Of fearful afpcA, and of mingled frame : 

Vtf. 231. Thfrtj fculptur'dj from the woods a nwnfigr fomfyj 
Moft of the commentators bave explained diis monfter tp iQea#% 
Avance, whìch had over-run ali the Chriftian worM, and broughe 
Icandal on the profeflòrs of the faith. Sir John Harrìngton, wfao 
lived in an agje of ^Uegory, iàys, chat Ariofto defcrib^ diis vice 
very figniikantly -, he makes ^ her ugly, becaufe of ali vices it is 
tDOÙ hateful ; ears of an afs, being for the moft part ignorant, or 
at kaft careleis of other men's good opìnions; a wolf in head 
and breaft, namdy, ravenoi» and ncver &tisfied ; a lion's grifly 
jaW) terrìble and devourìng ; a foiùn ali the reft, wìly and crafty.'* 
See notes to Sir John Harrington's tranflation of this hook. 

Lavezuola, a commentator, extols this defcription of Ariofto^ 
as far fuperior to Dante, ìvho funply repfdènts Avarice in ihe 
fprm of a lean and bungry wolf. 
£ una lupa, che di tutta brame, 
Scontra carca con la Tua magrezza, 
E moke g^ti fé già viver gramr. Infeeno, Cant. I. 

^■ " ' Inflam'd witfi every fìerce defire, 
A Éimifli'd (he- wolf like a fpe£be carne, 
Beneath whofe gripe fliall many a wretch expire. 

Hayley; 
Mr. Uptosn diinks, that by ùììs monfter i$ charaóterifed Supera 
fiidon, as ignorant, ravcnous, cruel, and cunning. See his not^ 
to Fairy Qucen, Book I. C. vili. St. 48. 

The different explanations prove the uncertainty that oftea 
attpnds allegorica] defcription ; though 1 cannot but think, fronx 
many circumftances, that Ariofto means to reprefent Avarice. 
Spenfer, whofe work is one cotitinued allegory, would fometimes* 
bc totalfy tmintelligìble, but that he generally givcs the namcs ti^ 
1^2» perfoniiied charaders. 

An, 
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An afs's ears, d. wolf's ftcrn front he wore> 

"With ravening teeth, as long undrench'd with gore i 

A lion's rending paws : in. ali the reft 23^ 

His fhapc and hue the wily fox exprefs'd. 

AVith rage untam*d he travers'd Gallia's land^ 

Spaìn^ Italy, and England's diftant ftrand : 

Europe and Afia had his force o'er-run^ 

And cvery clinne beneath the roUing fun. 240 

Where'er he pafs'd, the wounds or dèaths he dealt. 

The low, the proud, in every ftation felt : 

But moft the laft— his felleft wrath he pour'd 

On king, on prince, on potentate, and lord. 

The Roman court his worft of furies knew, 24^ 

Thcr^ popes and tnitrcd cardinals he flew* 

This beaft the hallow'd feat of Peter foil'd. 

And with lewd fcandals the pure faith defird. 

Ecfore the monfter's rage in ruins fall ^ 

Each ftrong-built fort and well-defended walh 250 

To honours even divine he dares pretend ; 

He makes th* infeiifate crowd in homage bcnd ; 

Bids fervile tongues his impious glories fwell. 

And boafts to keep the kcys of hcaven and hell. 

Behold 

Ver, 254. j6td hoajls to keep the keys^ &c,] It is not ea^ 
to &y how far A4ofto meant to carry his £itire^ but a Proteftaiit 

S 3 commen- 



ft62 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XXVI. 

Bchold a .warrior ncar, who round bis hairs 255 
The facrcd wrcath of regal laurei wears : 
Three youths bcfide, whofc kingly veftmcnts hold, 
Inwrought with filk, the fleur-de-lys of gold : 
With thcfc a Hon the like fignal fhows ; 
And ali combin'd the raging beaft oppofe. 260 

Of one the nanne is graven o*er his head. 
The name of one is in his garnìent read. 
Behold the chìef, who to the hilt has gor'd 
The mooftcr's bowels with his crimfon'd fword ; 
Francis the Firft of France— and near him ftands 
Great Maxinnilian^ lord of Auftria's lands j 266 

The ennp'ror Charles (the fifth that bears the name) 
Has pierc'd his ravenous throat with deadly aim. 
Henry the Eighth of England ncxt fucceeds, 
Pierc'd by whofe fhaft in front the favage bleeds : 
Leo the Tenth, the name yon lion bears, 27 x 

Who faftcning on his ears the mopfter tears : 

cominentator might vcry eafily deduce from thìs paflàge a feverc 
refleftion on the falc of pardons and indulgencies, in order to 
fccd the avarice ofthe Romifh clergy. " 

Ver. 271. Leo the Tenth^ — ] Pope Leo X. herc figured 
under the fimilitude of a lion, in which manner the poet often 
fpcdks of kim i a kind of punning allufion to his name, 

Clofc 
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Clofe and more clofe thefe four the foe invade. 
And Dthcrs now advancing join in aid. 
Pale tcrror feems to fly from every place, 1175 

While, ready to retrieve each paft difgrace. 
The nobles, though but few, unjted ftriye. 
And the dire peft at length of life deprive. 

Marphifa with the knights impatient fought 
To know the chiefs at full, whofe arm had wrpught^ 
A deed fo brave, by whom the beaft lay dead, 28 1 
That far and Wide fuch" defolation fpread ; 
Since the fair fount, with figures fculptur'd o'er. 
The names difcover'd, but revea^d no more. 
On Malagigi Vivian turns his eycs, 285 

Who near in filence fate, and thusi he cries ; 
'Tis thou muft fpeak what ali requeft to learip^^ 
For in thy looks thy knowledge I difcern : 
Say, what are thofe, whpfe weapons, well employ'd, 
Have, with yon lion's aid, the beaft deftroy'd. %go 

Then Malagigi — Think not you behold 
A paft event in ftory'd annak told 5 
Know firft, the chiefs you fee are yet unborn. 
The chiefs whofe deeds the marble fount adorn. 294 
Scven hundred yeafs elaps'd, their matchlefs worth 
Shall gladden, in their age, the wondcring earth : 

S 4 Merlin, 
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Merlin^ the magic fage^ this fountain made^ 
What tìme the Britifh realm king Arthur fway'd. 
Frotn hcU this monftcr carne io piagne mankind, 
When lànds were flrft by ftatcd bounds confin'd; 300 
V/hen conùnerce, weights, and meafures firft began, 
When written laws were fram'd 'twixt man and man. 
As yet his power no diftant realm attain'd, 
But various countries long unhurt remain'd : 
He troubles, in our agc, full many a place, 505^ 

And fpread^ his mifchiefs through the human race, 
Since firft on earth appear'd th* infernal beaft, 
We fee, and ftill fhall fee, his bulk increas'd 
Beyond the worft of plagues; not that fo fam'd 
In ancierit page^ terrific Python nam'd^ 316 

Can eqnal thts ! — What carnage fhall be fpread ! 
In every part what baneful venom fhed ! . 
Whate'er the fculpture fhow3, his rage exceeds j 
Umitterable and detefted deeds ! 
Long fhall the groaning V/orld for mercy fue, 515 
When thefe, whofe names are read, thefe chofen few. 

Ver, 310. — — r^rrj/fc Python-^]' Pythoa was a monftrous 
itrpént, feid by fté anclent poèts to have been éngendered from 
the'flime pf the ^arth after the ^luge. He was killed by the 
darts of Apollo ; in commemoratìon of which event were infti- 
tuteid th^ Pjthian gamcst 

WhQfè 
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^Whofe fame tnuft (hine like Phcebus' bemtis di(^ 

play'd, 
At utAoft need (hall bring their glorioug aid. 
Not on^ filali more the cruci beaft appall, 315 

Than Francis, whom the Franks their fovcfeign CalJ, 
He firft of men ! — with happy omens led. 
The crown ftarcc fettled on hh yotithful Head, ' 
Shall crt>ffe th' oppofmg Alp«, and render vain 
Whate'er agàinft him would the pafs maintain; J24. 
Impelrd by generous wrath t' aVcnge the Ihanie, 
Which from the ruftic folds and fliecp-cote» camcy 
With fuddeti inroad, on the Oallic name* 
To Lombardy's rich fìelds he then dcfcends. 
The flower of Gallia on hi3 march àttends. 
Th' Helvetìan power he routs, às never more 330 
To raife its pride to what it rofe bcfore : 

Ver. 320. 1%an Francis^ — ] The poet» in this allegory, 
cekbrates the liberality of the moft magnanitnous king Francis I. 
the fucceflbr of I^wis XII, who, for the unbounded generofity 
of his difpc^tiòn, may not only be faid to have deeply wounded, 
but in a manner deftroyed, the monfter Avance. He was a 
munificcnt patron of aft ànd genius. 

Ver. 326. Whìch'from the rujììc folds ani Jheep cotes cafne^l 
The poet means the Swìtzers, who at that time followed no 
employment in their own country but that of fhepherds and 

Thca 
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Thcn to the church's fcandal, to the ftain 

Of cither camp, of Florence and of Spain, 

He ftorms the calile, which till then was held, ;}34. 

Through ftrength of bulwark, ncver to be quell'd. 

Whcrc'er he wields his weapon, proftratc lies 

Each hoftile ftandard, or bcforc him flies : 

Nor fófle nor rampart can his force oppofc. 

And ftrongeft walls in vain the town inclofe. 

This glorious chìef Ihall evcry gift poffcfs 340 

By Hcavcn decreed the happicft prince to blefs : 

As Caefar brave ; his prudence far renown'd; 

As his at Thrafymene and Trebia found ; 

Him Alexandcr's fortune (hall attend j 

On every deed in vain our toil we bcrid, 345 

Unlefs good fortune our defigns befrìend. 

Thus Malagigi fpoke, and new delire 
In cvei:y knìght was kindled, to enquire 
The names of other chiefs, whofe arms could quel! 
The dreadful beaft by whom fuch numbers felK 350 

Ver. 336. Where^er he wields.^ &c.] He means the emperor 
Charles V. whom he compares to Caefar for his valour, to Fa- 
bius Maximus for his prudence, and to Alexander the Great for 

bis fuccefs. 

Thcre, 
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There, 'midft the firft, was read Bernardo's namc, 
"Whom Merlin*s fculpture chroniclcd to fame : 
By him (hall Bibiènà gain renown, 
With neighbourìng Florence, and Sienna's town, 
No foot (hall ftep beforc Giovanni's place j 35 j 
Ghìfmond or Ludovico's deeds efFace. 
Francifco fee, nor from his generous firc 
Brave Frederico flirinks : an equal fire 

HIs 

Ver. ^51. Bemardo*s name^'] This Bernardo was. 

furnamed Divitio, though he was genendly called Bibiena, from 
the town of that name near Florence, where he refided. He 
attached hìmfelf to the fortune of Giovanni di Medici, after- 
wards Leo, and was by him created cardinal of Santa Maria, 
. in Portico. He wrote the comedy called Callandra, and caufed 
it to be reprcfented at Rome by the young nobility, in ho- 
nour ci Ifabella duchefs of Mantua. He died at no advanced 
age, having conceìved hopes of òbtaining the popedom or the 
deceafe of Leo. 

Ver. 355. '■^GioFuonni — Ghìfmond — Ludovico — ] Three 
cardinals : Giovanni Salviati, one of the moft ancient and illuf- 
trious femilics of Florence j a man of profound learning and 
virtue : Gbifmondo Gonzaga, created cardinal by Julius II. : 
the third was Ludovico of Arragon, likewife a cardinal. 

Ver. 357. Francifco fee^-^ Francifco Gonzaga, fecond of 
the name, and fourth marquis of Mantua : he fuccceded to the 
poffefEons of his father Frederic at eighteen years of age, and 
foughtagainft Charles Vili, of Francc) he was a general of con- 

fummate 
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Hié kinfoien feel : alike each dauntlcfs look i 
Ecrrafa's there, and hcre Urbìno's dukc : 560 

From one of thcfe brave Guidobaldo fprung, 
Purfuea his fire, with love of glory ftung : 
With Ottobon there Sinabaldo drives 
The raging beaft, and each'for conqucft ftrìvcs* 

Lewis 

fummate flcill and intrepidity ; and Charles, cnamoured of his 
worth, in vain endeavoured to corrupt his &ith, and detach him 
from the Venetians. Fornari. 

Ver. 358. — — /rAÌ?r/Vfl, — ] Frcderico Gonzaga, fon of 
Francifco, after the death of his father, was by Leo X. madc 
captain-general of the Roman church, and of the republic of 
Florence. He was magniiicent, liberal, juft, and a great patron 
tfvirtucandlearning. Fornaru 

Ver. jóo, Ferrara therey and bere Urhino^s duke :} Alphonfb 
tì Efte, and Francifco Maria delle Rovere. 

Ver. 361. * ' ■ Guubòaith-^] Guidobaldo the Second, af- 
terwards duke of Urbino, fon of Francefco Maria. 

Ver. 363. '^Ottobon-^Sinabaldò'^'] Of diefe names were 
^wo nobfc youths, brothers, of the femily of Flifchi at Genoa. 
Ottobon was an ecclefiaftic. Thefé rctired into voluntary exile, 
diat diey might not, by a private enmJty which they had incur- 
jred, draW a war upon their country, There were Kkewifè tw6 
^H^#& of the fame name. One was Innoceht IV. firft called 
Sinabaldo c^ Genoa, of |he family of die Flifchi. He ordered the . 
tSiXiktìiA to wear a red hat, and was a liberal and munificent 
iK^tiff. The otìief) Adrian IV. beiòre calhd Oftìdoor^ nephew 

of 
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t-cwis of Gasalo, with fpeeding art, J65 

AATarms in the monfter's neck the feathcr'd dart^ 

His dart and bow had Pho^bus* gift fupply'd, 

When Mars the falchion girded to hÌ6 fide. 

See two Hippolitos of Efte's brccd ; 

Two Hercules, and next of kihdrcd fced 370 

Another Hercules, and near him fhinc 

A third Hippolito ; this laft the Une 

Of MedicÌ3 i the firft Goozaga's race : 

Ali theft with equal warmth th(8 monfter chdce. 

of pope Innocent IV. of the fame family and country, created 
cardinal by his uncle. He was a man of great abilky and ap*- 
plication, but Uved only forty days after he carne to the papal 
chair. Fornari. 

Ver. 365. Lewis o/Gazah^^^'] Luigi Gonzaga, furnamecl 
Rodomont from his valour, was the fon of Ludovico Gonzaga,, 
and called Gazalo from a caftle which he held. This perfon is 
further fpoken of in the fuccecding notes. 

Ver. 369. two Hippolitos — ] One, to whom the poet 

dedicates his hook ; the otber, fon of Alphonib dtike of Fefrara, 
Iskcwife a cardisMl. FoitKARi. 

Ver. 370. Two Hercules^ — ] Hercules, the fether of Al- 
phonfo duke of Ferrara, and his fon afterwards duke of Ferrara. ' 

Fornari. 

Ver, 371. Anùthir Hercuks'^f^ ihird HippoKiO'^'] Hercu- 
ks Gons^aga, cardinal of Mantua : Hippolito of the honoured 
Éimily of Medicis, cardinal of St. Lovenza. He died by poifon, 
9mch Ij^nented for his many virtues. Fornari. 

4 Net 
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Not JuJian's fon above his fire prevails^ 37^ 

Nor in his brother's fteps Ferrantcs fails : 
Unconqucr'd Dorca Ihows an equal mind : 
By none Fra^icifco Sforza Icft behind. 
Sec two appcar, whofc blood illuftrious flows 
From noble 'Avolo, whole banner fhows 380 

The rock which whclm'd beneath Typhceus bore, 
Typhceus fell with fcrpents covcr'd o'er. 

Ver. 375. Not JuRàn^sfon — J The brothcr of Lorenzo of 
Medicis was called Julian, and loft his life in a popular infurrec- 
don ; but his death was afterwards feverely revenged by the Flo- 
rentines. His fon was Pope Clement VII. born à few days 
after his father*s death. Fornari; 

Ver. 376. '-'"^Ferrantes — ] Ferrantes Gonzaga, brother 
to the duke of Mantua, at one time viceroy of the ifland of Si- 
cily, and afterwards lieutenant of the duchy of Milan, and gene- 
ral of the army for the emperor. Fornari. 

Ver. 377. Uncmquer*d Borea — ] See Book xv. note to 
ver. 9i8> where his charader is difplayedat large. 

Ver. 378. — Francifco Sforza-^'] He means die iècond Fran- 

ciico Sforza, fon of Ludovico il Moro, ivho having married the 

Jaughter of Chriftiem king of Dacia, and fifter to Charles V. 

obtained the duchy of Milan. Fornar i. 

.• ««'>^« «t»»f - * »'• 

Ver. 379. T ■ t yjo appear^ whofe bhod ilhjlrious flows 

From noble Avoloj -= — Y This noble feuìily of 

the Avoli carne from Spain, wdj known at Toledo, and of 

great repute and antiquity. , Fornari. 

Scarcc 
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Scarce one fo prótnpt as thcfe in noble dccd, 
Scarce one fo prompt to make the 'i;nonfter bleed. 
See here Francefco of Pefcara fam'd, 385 

And there Alphonfo fee, of Vafco nam*d. 
Where is Gonfalvo next, whofe afts Aall raife 
The Spanifh rcalm with nevcr-dying praife ? 
Of him would Malagigi gladly teli, 
Whom none, in this intrepid band, cxeeL 390 

Ver. 385. '^Francefco of Pefcara — ] Marquis of Pefcara, 
and fon of Alphonfo. He was a great commander, and profpe- 
jrous in every undertaking, except at Ravenna, where, receiving 
many wounds, he was taken prifoner ; but fortune from that 
time was ever favouràble to him. To the ftudy of arms he join- 
ed the embellifliment of letters ; and while prifoner with the 
French, addreflèd to his wife Vi£ix)ria an degant dialogue on 
love- At laft, after many viólories obtained over the French, 
his ftrength being wafted with fetigue, he died in the flower of 
his ^ge, covered with laurels. Fornari. 

Ver. 386. — Alphonfo — of Vafco — ] Coufm to the before- 
named Francefco, and no lefs an ornament to the houiè of Avoli. 

Fornari. 

Ver. 387. Gonfalvo-^'] Gonfilvo Ferrantes was born at 

Cordova in Andalufia, of an ancient and noble family. 3y his 
afEftance Ferdinando conquered the city of Granada, and the 
kingdom of Naples. He gained the title of Great, and at laft 
died of a fever in the feventy-fecond year of his age, in the year 
1515. Fornari. 

William 
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William' ofMofìferrato's name is readj 
With thofe who come the monftcr's blood to (hed ; 
While 'midft the chìcfs that thus th' aiTault maintain. 
Lo 1 fome ire wounded there, fome here are (lain. 

Thus in difcourfe, the banquct of the mind, 395 
Their hunger fied, on carpets rich reclin'd> 
Bcfide the fount in bowery (hadcs they lay. 
And carelcfs pafs'd the fultry hours away 1 
Whilc Malagigi and while Vivian, dreft 
In 0xining fteel, kept watch to guard the rcft, 400 

Now unaccompany'd bchold a dame, 
With looks impatient, to the fountain carne : 
Hippalca was fhc call'd, from whom the hand 
Of ruthlefs Rodomont Frontino gain'd : 
Hini ali the live-long day purfu'd the hiaìd, ,405 
.With thrpats to move him, or with prayers perfuade ;. 
But whcn flie found nor threats nor prayers fuccecd> 
DireA for Agrifmont ftie bent her fpeed, 

Ver. 391. ìVtBamof iéxiiferrata — ] He means WiDiam the 
third marquis of Moniènrato. He was neh in every accomplifli^ 
ment of mind and body, and gained many vìAories in Fzance. ' 
He died in the flower of his age. «r Fo&nari. 

Ver. 40^. Htffaka — ] See B. xxiii. ver- 277. 

Since 
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Since thcre Ihe hcard (but how,,remains untold) 
Rogero ftay'd with Richardetto bold. 410 

The place full: well fhe knew, the ready way 
As well fhe knew that near the fountain lay. 
She carne, and fudden there Rogcro view^d j 
But as Love's prudent envoy, well indu'd 
With cautious thoughr, whatevcr chance might 
fall, 415 

And prompt to change at meet occafion's cali ; 
Soon as her lady's brother {he beheld, 
She check'd her brìdle, and her hafte repeird 5 
And 'midft the Warriors coldly pafling by, 
On young Rogero caft a fl:ranger*s eyc. ' 420 

Then Richardetto rofe to meet the dame. 
And aflc'd her whither bound, and whence Ihe came 
She then with heavy cheer, and eyes yet red 
From many a falling tear, thus fighing faid j 
But fpoke fo loud, that brave Rogero's ear, 425 
Who flood befide, might every accent hear. 

Late, at your fifter's charge, o'er hill and plain 
I led a generous courfer by the rein. 
In the fwifc race and fìelds of battle prov'd. 
Frontino call'd, and much the fteed fh? lov'd. 4J0 

VoL. III. ' ' T Full 
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Full thirty miles I unmokftcd pafs'd, 

4nd hop'd fecurc to reach Marfciljcs »t lafti 

To which ere long ffic meant to hciwj Jier W*y, 

And bade me there fpr her arriva^ fti^y 

A few fhort days— and foch my fond belii^f— 435 

I thought the world knei^r not £6 bold a chief 

To feize the beaft, wheA h t' oppofe the deed, 

SJiould fay — " Rinaldo's fifter owns the fteed." 

But vain my thoughts haye proy'd, fince yefter's fun 

A Pagan harid by force Frontino wpn ; 440 

Nor, when he he^rd. his noble owaer's name, ' 

Reftor'd the courfer, or aljow'd the claim, 

WIth many a curfe, with many a fryitlefs prayeii 

Him I purfu'd j nor yet have left hjm far, 

Wherc his ftol'n coiirfer, and his boafted might, 445 

Can fcarce defend him, clofely prefs'd in fight 

By one who feem'd to challenge ali his (kill, 

And may, I truft^ avenge the wrongs I feel. 

Ver. 431. Full thirty miles — ] In tìie xxiiid Book, Ariofta 
làys ten miles only. 

Ver. 447. By one who /eem% kc] After Rodomont had 
taken Frontino frorn Hippaica, fhe followed him till he met 
Mandricjirdo, with whom (he left himengaged in fingle combat; 
to which circumftance £he hcfe allude?. ' See. Book xxiv. 
ver. C94. ' 

Shc 
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She faid; and fcàrccly thus hcr fpccch could clofc, 
£rc, ftarting from his feat, Roger© relè, 450 

And, turhing fvyifc to Richardetto, phiy^dT 
(The fole reward hfe aflc'd for trclcopic aid 
But late beftow^d) that he alone night gó> 
And with the damfel feek her daring foe, 
ifhe haughty Saracen> whofe lawlefs force 455 

Had from her guidance reft the warrior horfe. 

Though Richardetto deem'd it ili bècame 
A courteous champion, at another's claim, 
To quit the dced that òn his honour lay 1 
Yet, now compeird, he gave unwilling wày 460 
To good Rogcro's fuit, who bade adieu. 
And with Hippalca from the reft withdrew $ 
Who^ Icft behind, ali filent with amaze, 
Scarce fòund a tòngue his valorous afts to praife. 

Meantime at diftance now from liftening ears, 465 
Hippalca to th' impatient knight declares 
Her tènder greeting, in whofe gentle breaft 
His matchlefs virtues ever liv*d impreft, 
Which late before her faithful lips had told, 
But Richardetto's fighther fpeech controFd : 470 
She faid, the Pagan, as he feiz'd the fteed, 
Thìs vaunt had addcd to the lawlefs deed : 

T 2 " Sinc^ 
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« Since 'tis Rogero's, I more gladly makc 
This courfer mine, which, if he would retake. 
Teli him, whene'er he dares affcrt his right, 47 5 
I ne'er fhall feek to hide me frora his fight i 
That Rodomont am I, whofc dauntlefs namc, 
Where'er I go, my noble deeds proclaim." 

Rogero heard, and by his features ftiow'd 
What dcep refentmcnt in his bofom glow'd : 480' 
Frontino much he priz'd, and more he lov'd, 
As fent from her whofe deeds her truth had provM: 
He deem'd this outrage done in foul dcfpitc, 
To.ftain the name and honour of a knight ; 
And filarne were his, unlefs his arm with fpeed 485 
From Rodomont redeem the generous fteed. 
And on the Sarzan's head avenge th*ùngentle ( 

The dame Rogero led with eager pace, 
T6 bring him with the Sarzan face to face. 
They journey'd till tliey reach'd a doublé way -, 490 
One down the plain, one up the mountain lay ; 
And either to the neighbouring valley brought, 
Where Rodomont with Mandricardo fought : 
Short wàs the uphill path, but rough to tread ; 
Longer, but fmooth, the path that downward led. 49^ 

Hippalca 
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Hippalca toòk the firift, in zeal to gain 
Thè loft Frontino; and revcnge obtain. 
The king of Aìgiers, with the dwarf, the dame. 
And Tàrtar Icnight, the way lefs rugged carne. 
Thefe knights, who fought but late eacjk òther's life, 
With Doralis, the lovely caufe of ftrifé, 501 

In friendlhip rode, defcending to the plain. 
And reach'd the fountain where the noble train, 
Where Malagigi and where Vivian ftay'd j 
"Where Aldiger and Richardetto laid, 505 

With bold Marphifa, refted in the fhade. 

Marphifa, at each noble knight's requeft, 
Had cloth*d her perfon in a female veft, 
With rich attirc and coftly ornancient, 
By Bertplagi to Lanfufa fent 5 510 

And though but rare appear'd the martial maid 
Without her cuirafs, helm, and.beamy biade ^ 
Yet, at their fuit, fhe now her mail unbrac'd. 
And fhone a dame with cvery beauty grac'd. 

Soon as the Tartar had Marphifa feen, 515^ 

He purpos'd from her knights the dame to wifì. 
And, in exchange for Doralis, beftow 
Jler youthful beauties on his rivai foe, 

T 3 As 
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As if the lover could fuch terms. approvc» 
To fell a miftrefs, or transfer a love ! : 5 a<> 

With Joy he view'<J Marphjfa,*s miea ancl facc^ 
That wonhy f^emM the l?rayeft knight to. gtaqc ;. 
A^nd fbddcn cyery chief he thcrc beheld. 
He caird tojouft^ a;>4: d v'd thei^fi to thcficlct 
Vivian and Mala^igi^ rc^y drcft 55^^ 

^In hctoet;, ^latc, and. mail, to guard th^e rett,. 
ypftarted from thffir fcats, prepar'd to fight 
'VV'ith.each ad vaaciag chief ; but Sa^za'a knight, 
Who carne not thithcr in the joufts.tarunj| 
Stood ftill, and left the champions one to oae, ^(^ 

Firft Vivian, with a hcart unus'd to fear,, 
Firm in the reft declin'd a ponderous fpear ? 
The Pagan monarch with fup^rior force. 
Appear'd well vers'd in cyerj dreadful courfe : 
Each aim'd his weapon, whqfre he decm*d tjie blpw 
Might fureft take— full on his hejm the foe, 5;j6. 
From gallant Vivian's hand receiv'd the ftrokes 
But he nor fell, nor bow'd beneath the fliock. 
The Pagan king his tougher fpcar inrìpcll'di 
Which broke^ like ice, tbcpiatesof Viviaa's.fhield: 
Hurrd from hi^feat, amid^^he flowcry way, 541 
Strctch'd on bis fide the haplefs warrior lay. 

Thea 
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Then Malagrgi,- róus'i-at honour*s cali, - 
In hafte advàric'd t* avehge -hw broth^r's fall ; 
But unàdvÌ6*d hfe hafte— fójli he farM, 54^; 

He lefs awiìj^*d hirtì thwìi his fortune Ihar'd. 
The third bróve brothir, eagtr for the 6gl\t, 
Before his kinfihafn' oh' his courfer light 
Xieaps'clad in anhs, the Saracco defìes^ 
Throws up tlie reigns, and tp the tri^ flies. 5*5.0 
Fierce on thè Pagah's temper'd helm, bclow 
The vizor's fight, réfounds the forccfiil blow : 
Shiver*d in four, the fpcar ta heaven afcends ; 
Firm (ics the knight^ nor in the faddle bends. 
The Tartar champion, in the furious courfe, 55 j; 
On Aldigcr's left fide with cruel force 
His weapon drove— The fhìeid oppos'd in vain. 
And Icfs the cuirafs could the ftroke fuftain; 
Through his whìtc Ihoulder pafs'd the ruthlefs ftecl; 
And wounded Aldiger began to reel ; ^60 

Then falling, on the flowery turf lay fpread, 
AU pale his features, and his armour red ! 

Next Richardetto to th' encounter prefs*d> 

And coming, plac'd fo huge a fpcar in rcft. 

Ver. 562* Jllpide hisfeatures, &c.] Literal from the Italian» 
Koflo Sx Tarme e pal)ido nel volto; 

T 4 ' ^ And 
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And prov'd how juftly (aftcn prov'd before) 565 
The name of Paladin of France he bore. 
Well on the Pagan knight his fpcar he bent, 
Had favouring fortune anfwcr'd his ihtent 5 
But hcadlong on the ground he lay o'erth^rown, 
His falling courfer's fault, and not his own. 570 

No knight appearing more whofe venturous hand 
With Mandrìcardo in the jouft might ftand. 
The Pagan deeni'd his arms hàd won the dame. 
And where fhe fate he near the fountain carne. 
And thus began — Thou, damfel, art my prize, 575 
If in thy caufe no other champiori rife 
To rcin the ftecd-'r-thy charnris.revert tome, 
For fo, thou know'ft, the laws of arms decree. 

Marphifa, raifmg with indighant pride 
Her haughty looks — Thy judgment errs (Ihe cry'd) 5 
I grant the plea, nor fhouldthy right decline, 581 
Th.at I by laws of war were juftly thines 
Did I, of thefe thy fpear to earth has throwri, 
One for my lord or for my champion own. 
I own no lord, to none havc fubjedi: been, 585 

And he who wins me, from myfelf muft win : 
I wield.the buckler, and the lance' faftain. 
And many a knight by me has prefs'd the plain^ 

-^ ■■ My 
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. My arms and ftecd ! — The fiery virgin faid. 
And, at her word, the ready fquires obey'd. 590 
Stripp'd off her flowing robe, ih vefture light 
She ftands, with well-turn'd limbs reveal'd to fight; 
Beauty and ftrength uniting in her frame, 
AH fave her face the Gpd of war proclaim. 
And now with,plate and mail encompafs'd round, 595 
Her fword flic girts, and with an aftive bound 
Beftrides her fteed, w)iich, govern'd.by her hahd,. 
Rears, turhs, and wheels fùbfervient to command* 
Now boldly ftie the Pagan prince defies, 
Wields her ftrong lance, and to th' encounter flies. 
Pcnthefilea thus, ixv battle prov'd, 601 

Through Trojan fìelds to nneet Actólles mov'd. 

Clofe to the grafp, like brìttlc glafs, were rent 
The crafhing fpears ; but neither rider bent 
One foot, one inch— -then fir'd with generous rage, 
To prove how well her daring foe could wagc 606 
A clofer fight, Marphifa bar'd the fword. 
And rulh'd intrepid on the Tartar lord. 
The Tartar, who the dame unhurt efpies, 
Blafphenaes each element, and threats the Ikìes,; 610 
While fhe, who hop'd his ilhield to rend in twaìn, 
Accufes heavea in no lef$ angry ftrain. 

Each 
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Each wields the gleaming fword, while battcr'd 
round, 
Their jointed arms like beaten an^h foand. 
Alike in arms of fatcd fteel attir'd, 615 

Arms ncvcr more than on this day r^quir'd ; 
So ftrong the helm, the cuirafs, piate, and greave. 
No point could pierce them> and no edgc couid 

cleave. 
The ftrifc had laftcd tìll the fetting lìght, 
Nor yet th* cnfuing day had clos'd the fight, $10 
But Rodomont ru(h*d in their rage to day, 
And chide hìs rivai for iU-tira*d delay. 

If war chou fect'ft (the king of Algiers cry'd) 
Firft Ict US two our late difpute decide : 
Thou know*ft (he faid) our truce was made to give 
Our monarch fuccour, and his camp rclieve ; 626 
Nor muft we, ere our friends are freed from harms, 
-Engagé in joufts, or mix in fiercer arms. 
Then to Marphifa, with a courteous air. 
He turn'd, and fliow*d the regal meflcnger,^ 639 
And told hcr how from Agramant he carne,. 
To aflc their fwords to fave the, Mooriih name; 
And hop*di-at his requcft, her valour won 
Would aid the. caule of fcing. 'troyaaa's fon : 

By 
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By this 'twcre betta: fer, wìth gen^rous akn, S^j^ 
To lift to hcaven the pinions of her ùme,^ 
Thàn by low brawls defeat the great defìga, 
Againft the commpn foe their fliirength to jain* 

L^ng had Marphifa wilhM, with fword and lancei 
To provc^ in eq;ual ficld, the peersf of France, 640 
Who fought for Charles ; and hence die dante 

agreed 
T' afllft their fovereign at his greateft n^e<l, 
Till from the Chriftian powcrs the camp wa&freed.- 

Meanwhile Rog€ro> with the g^tiding maid. 
The rugge4 path, that up the hilj conyey*d*. 645 
Purfu'd in vaini for whetì the vale they gain- ci» 
No longer there fierce Rodomont rentìain'd. 
Rogeró thence, to reach the fount tbat ftoodv 
By Merjin raip'd, with eager fpeed purfu*d 
Thelate-worn track that in the turf he view*d. 650J 
He wiird Hippalca then, without delay, 
Should Mount Albano feekj that diftant lay 
À day's Ihort joumey — but a difFerent road 
The traveller to Merlin's fountaia IhowM. 
He bade her truft in hìtti, nor truft in vain, 6^^ 
His araij ere long, Frontino would regain ; 



284 ORLANDO CURIOSO. B.XXVL 

To her he gave the tender lines to bear, 

Which late, at Agrifmont, his anxious care 

Had penn'd to eafe the dear expefting maid. 

And hither> in his breaft conceard, convey'd. 660 

To this he added many a gentle ch'krge, 

To fpeak his love, and plead his caufe at large. 

Ali thefe Hippalca prómis'd to retain ; 

'JThen bade adieu, and turn'd her palfrey's rein. 

àwift on her way the truìly envòy gocs, 66^ 

And Mount Albano fees at cvenìng clofe. 

Rogero then ihe Sarzan pririce purfu'd, 

With anxious fpeed, till ncar the fount he view*d 

The king, with Mandricardo at his fide, • 

And Doralis, in peàce and friendlhip ride. 670 

Isfow to the place in halle Rogero drew, 

/^nd by Frontino well his rider knew : 

Low o'er his ipear the youth impatient bent. 

And to the chief a ftern defiance fent : 

But lefs the fufFering patience Job 6f old 675 

Difpl^y'd, fo full in hallo w'd pages told, 

Than Rodórhont that day, who curb'd his pride, 

ìlfìs wonted ftiry, when to fight defy'd. 

Ver. 666. And Mmnt Mum fies^' i&c.'^ He returns to Hip- 
palcft, Book XXX. ver. 548, 

Deaf 
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IDeaf to the combat ! he, whom danger's charms ; 

Had eycr fir'd, who joy'd to mix in arms ! 680 

Ne'er till this day, nor fince, the Sarzan knighc 

Was evcr known to Ihun the profFerM ftght s 

So much the wifli to aid hi$ king diftrefs'd 

The ruling paffion of his foul fupprefs'd. 

So fix'd he ftood^ that had his prefcient mind 685 

The certain iffue of the'ftrife divin'd, 

As fiirc a prize, as when the leopard draws 

The fearful hare .within his ravenous paws, 

Even then his prudence had declin'd the fray, 

Nor with a fmgle blow prolong'd his ftay. 690 

Bven that.Rogero, who the hattle claim'd, 

That champion, high o'er other champions fam'd. 

The man he wifh'd to fingle from mankind,. 

And through the world had gladly rov'd to find> 

Now faird tó roufe him to the lifted plain 5 * 695 

And him Achilles had proyok'd in vaip ; 

So well his foul reprefs'd her wonted ire. 

So deep in embers flept the fmother'd fire^ 

He told Rogerq why he Ihunn'd the fight. 

And afk'd his aidto guard their fovcreign' 

As wdl befeem'd a true and loyal knight 

The 
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The fiegc once rais*d, full leifurc wouid remaiti 
Among theoìfelves their quarrels to maintaìn. 

I givc confent (to him Rogero crjr'd) 
To ceafe awhile our battle to decide, 70^5 

Till Agramant ìs frced from hoftilc power. 
So thou to me Frontino firft reftpre. 
Say, would'ft thou have me till the damp's relcafc 
Delay the combat and confirm the pcace ? 
(The combat claim'd, to prove thy deed has ftain^d 
The name of knighthood, from a damfel^s hand 711 
To take my ftced) Frontino now reCgn^ 
Elfe ihall the powers of carth in vain combine 
To make me for one hour the fight decline. 

While thus Rogero from the Sarzan^s hands 715 

Frontino> or* the inftant fight, demands ; 

And he, rcfolv'd, to heither vrill accede, 

Tó give the battle, or rettore the fteed ; 

Lo 1 Mandricardo, on a difFerent fide, 

New caule for conteft tn the field défcry'd : 720 

He fees for his deferice Rogero bear 

The bird, that reigns o'er others prince of air. 

The argcnt eagle in an azure fhield, 

Which once the Trojan knight * was feen to wield f 

♦•Hectqr. 

Which 
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Wliich now Rogcro challcng*4 as his due, 725 

Rogero, who his line from Hetìor drew. 

Fierce Mandricardo, at the fight ìnflam'3, » 

Wxth anger rav'd to vicw the bird he claim'd 
Uiurp'd by other hands, and to his fcora 
On other fliields great Heétor's eagle borne. 730 
Like him iotrepid Mandricardo wore 
The bird that Ganymedc from Ida bore, 
Such as he won it that tremendous day, 
When at the magic dome he feiz'd the dazzting prey* 
Known is the tale, how from the fairy's land 735 
This fhield, with ali the glorious arm*, he gain'd, 
Thofe arms by Vulcan forg*d, .with ikill divine, 
To grace the Jcnight of Priam's regal line. 
For this before, in mutuai ftrife engag'd, 
Had Mandricardo and Rogero ragM } 740 

Why then the confliét ceas*d, I leave to teli, 
Nor longer fpeak of what is known fo well : 
TThenceforth till now they ncvef met in ficld ; 
But Mandricardo, when he view*d the Ihield, 
Stcpt proudly forth, and, with a threatening cry— 
Lo ! here, Rogero, I thy force defy. , 746 

Ver^ 734. When at the magic dome^ &c.] See note to Book 
xiv. ver. 240, for the hiftoryof this adventurc. 

8 ^ Thou 
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Thou dar'ft for thy. device my eagle takc; 
Nor is this day the firft my claim I make : 
Think'ft thou, as once my arm rcvcnge for bore, 
I ftill (hall pafs thy ufurpation o'er ? 75© 

Sincc ncither threats, nor gentle means addreft, 
SufEce to drive this foUy from thy brcaft, 
Soon (hall I prove thou better might'ft have weigh'd 
The charge I gave, and in good timc obey'd. 

As in the crackling wood, when brcath infpires 
The fudden blazc to wake the flccping fires 5 756 
So to his car when firft the challenge carne, 
Rogero's anger burft to inftaht flame, 

Thou think'ft t' o'erpower me now— (he crie«, 
enrag'd) 
But though another has my arms engag'd, 760 

They foon fliall win (thou to thy coft fhalt fee) 
From him Frontino, Heftor's ftiield from thce. 
For this but late before J wag'd the ftrife. 
And late refrain'd to touch thy forfeit life j 

Ver. 763. Far ibis tutelate bifore^ &c.] Boyardo tells us, 
that when firft Rogero and Mandricardo met, a difpute enfued 
between them for this ihield of Heftor, which Mandricardo had 
won at the Fairy's caftle, 

Oku Inkam* Book III. C, vi. 

As 
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As then no wcapon at thy fide I vieVcl : 765 

Xhofedceds were fport, but thcfe muft end in blood. ' 
IH fate for thec yon argent bird to bear, 
Which thou ufurp'ft, and I wìth juftice 
Dcliver'd down to me, the rightful 

'Tis thou ufurp'ft my right — and at the word, 770 
Stern Mandricardo grafp'd his dreadful fword^ 
That fwórd, which once in fight Orlando drew. 
And late in madnefs *midft the forcft threw. 
Rogero then, whofe unexamplcd mind 
From courtcous lorc had never yet dcclin*d, 775 
Soon as he faw his foe the falchion wield^. 
L.et fall his fpear as ufelefs on the fìeld. 
His fword, good Balifarda, then with hafte 
His right hand feiz'd, his Icft the Ihield embracy ; 
But Rodomont betwcen them fpurr'd his ftced:.78o 
Marphifa interpose with equal fpeed. 
This> pnc ; and that, the other knight repeird ; 
By prayèrs implor*d them, and by force withhcld ; 
While of the treaty Algiers* king conmplain'd, 
By Mandricardo twice fo ili maintain'd ; 785 

Firft, when to win Màrphifa's charms, he mov'd 
Againft her knights, and well his valour prov'd ; 
-Volghi. U , And 
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And from I^ogero now his fbield ta. takc, 
Could thus the caufe of Agram W forfake. 
If ftrife thou feek'ft-^thcn- kt our fwords (he cry'd) 
A quarrel nobler far jhan thefe ^^ct^e : . 791 

"^ith thee the combat 4one, my d^untlffs ìf^tx^^ 
Shall'anfwer htm' wbo now his fl^e^demaq^s: 
If from my fword thy life furvÌY:e« the figh^, 
Thou may'ft with Jiim difpute the bùck\^r's ti^U 
Far other may the chance pf vr^s provide, ^ 796 
(To Rodomont fifirqe M^.ndric.ard(p cry*d) 
Wben, like fomè fount that ne'crits currcnt draigs, 
My dauntlefs vigour unimpair'd remaio5, 
To meet Rógero, or a thoufand foca, Sod 

With ali the world^ Ihould ali the world oppodfe. 
Words foUòw wofds, and wrath new wrath fup- 
pliesj , ::, 

Now here, noW there, increafing tumults riffe. 
Fell.Màndricardo, whom ne% ragé inflames, : 
With Rodomont and with Rogero clainxs . «oj 
At once the fight : unus'd. afFronts to beac> 
Rogero fpurns atpeace, ànd breathes but war. . 
On either-.fide Marphifif would reftrain 
The.gfQwing ftrife, that makes her labourvain* 
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As ^wh^nj cfwping from. its brokcn fliòres, 810 

Xhc angi^ ftfearn through various channels pours. 
The pe^nt fees the wavies the trieads o'erflow. 
And tremble.à for his promis*d crops below 5 
Whìlc her^Q Md cuf es agiftiaft the flood pforyide^ 
Thro* other brseacbes burfts the fouiiding tide : 815 
;:Thus, \rtiile with Rodomont Rogcro rag'd. 
And M^![fcdrkardo ih like ftrife engag'd ^ 
Wher0 f aeh afpìir'd, hijs ,bf0ther-chi€fs above, 
Himfelf in courage, ftrcBgfh, and Ikill tò pròve, 
Matpbifa fttóve to cairn, ejach reftlefe fouJ> 820 

Nd words emAd foothé them, and rfo' art controU 
If one a ptamf^nt from the fight file dfew, 
She faw the otbcF ehiefe th* iflault renev^p. 
The 42imfe v^o fou^t to ealm ea<*h furious peer, 
Thu6 fièó^fce-^A^t-endy my lords, my coiinfel bear : 
O ì let US yer thefe Vain debates conapofe, 8a6 

Till Agramant is freed from Ghriftian foes. 
If each will'thus ne^leiSt bis country's rigbt, 
Then I yfith Mandricatdo claiii) the fight ; 
To prove how weli (for fuch his boafl; has been) 
He from myfelf in arms myfelf c^n win i 831 

But if our king demands olir better care, 
Xben kt us henqe, and cvery ftrife forbear. 

V 2 Not 
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Not one Ihall aid our kmg wich readier fpeed 
Than I— but let him firft rettore the ftecd, 835 

(Rogcro cry'd) — let him my words attenda 
Rettore the courfcr, or himfelf defend. 
Here will I fall in glorious combat flain^ 
, Or, with Frontino, vidtor quit the plain. 
Then Rodomont— The firft may well béfalls 840 
The latt for other force than thine may cali— 
Then thus purfu'd— Hear what I now protcft, 
If furthcr ili betide our king dittreft, 
Yours be the blame, fince here prepar'd I ttand 
To a£b what duty and what fame demand. 845 

Thus he — but little heedful of the word, 
Rogero furious grafp*d his fhining fword : 
Like fome wild boar with Rodomont he clos'dj 
To (houlder flioulder, ttiield to fhield oppos'd : 
With fudden force the Sarzan prince he fbook^ 850 
One foot the ttirrup unaw^res forfook. 
Defcr the combat (Mandricardo cry'd) 
Or if thou fight'tt, with me thy arm be try'd. 
He faid, and now inflam'd with deepcr fpite. 
Struck on the helmet of the youthful knight t 855 
Low to his courfer's neck Rogero- bent, 
Nor foon rccovering rofe, for fwiftly fent 

: By 
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By Ulicn's mighty fon, the thundcring deci 
With dreadful ruin on his hcad-piece fell : 
Of adamantine proof his helm was made, 860 

Elfo to his chin had cleft the rceking biade. 
Rogcro's bands unclos'd with fudden pain^ 
One loft the falghion, and one loft the rein s 
The ftartled courfer bears him o'cr the land. 
And Balifarda glitters on the fand, 865 

Marphifa, who that day in arms had ftood 
With brave Rogero, now the warrior view'd , 
By two at once in ftrife unequal prefs'd. 
And indignation fiird her generous breaft, 
On Mandricàrdo turning fwift, (he fped 870 

Her unfheath*d falchion at the Tartar's^ head. 
The king of Algier§ on Rogero drives-^ 
Frontino's won, unlefs fpmc aid arrives. 
But Richardetto apd bgld Vivian bring 
Their friendly aid: while *twixt the knight and king 
That fpurs his fteed, and this with ready fword 876 
Supplies Rogero, now to fenfe reftor'd, 
T' avenge his late difgràce Rosero hurns^ 
And fwift on Algiers* king indignant turns.. 
So when by chance fome ox a lion gores 880 

At un^wares, the gencrous favage rqa^s 

U 3 With 
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With fuij more than pain, whllc round- he ffings^ 
His lafliing tail, and fwift to vcngeafnfcé ì^ihgè.- 
On Rodomont's proud head Rogero pour'd 
A ftorm of blows, and had hrs own good {Wor&9Bj 
Then arm'd his hand, the Afric knìght- hacl fcKitìd - 
His hclm, though tough, too weak to ward ifeé 

wound i 
That helm, which once for BabeFs fcing was^ wrotì;^rtr, 
When with the ftars an impious war he fonght. 
Difcord, who now beholds ^ith joyfiil eyes' ^90 
Strife foUow ftrife, on tumuh tumùh rife ; 
Exults that conteft ne ver more could ceafe, 
Bj truce fufpendcd^ or compos'd by peace 5 
Secure of ili, her fifter Pride fhe calls, 
With her to feek again the cloifter'd waìis. • g-gy 
But let them hence — while we attend the fight, . 
Where, on the for.ehead of the Sarzan knight, 
Rogero drove his weìghty biade fo wdl, 
That backward on his fteéd the rider fell ; 
His harden'd fcales behihd, his haughty creff, 900 
And clankirlg helm, Frontino's crupper prefe'dj 
While thrice, and four times, here and' therc hr 

reerd. 
And fcem'd juft falling on the grafly field: 

6 Nor 
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Nor had his open'd grafp the fwordrctain'd, 

But thata chain fecur'd it to his^hand. 905 

With Mandricardo fierce Marphifa wag'd 
A.dreadful fight, that ali his force engag'd. 
Not lefs the Tartaf fought with temper'd charms -, *ì 
Their cbrflets well fecur'd each breàft froin harms, i 
Aìidèither equal féem'd in ftrength andarms. 910 J 
At length Marphifa's courfcr wheelihg round 
la narrow drcuit oji the flippery grou/id, 
Fell fidelong down, ànd while to rife he ftrove, 
Fierce Mandricardo Brigliàdoro drove 
Againft his flank, forgetting knightly lore, 91^ 

And low to earth thè ftruggling courfer bore, 

With grief Rogero faw the warrior-maìd 

• ' * ' ' 

In evil plight, nor long his help delay'd : 

.His arm at freedom, while the Sarzàn foe 
Was fenfelefs froìfn hfs late infliéted blow, 920 

On Mandricardo fwift the fword he Iped ; 
Thè well-aim'd ftroké had cleft the Tartar's head, 
With Baliftrda had his hand beerf arm'd;^ 
Or the fierce Tartar's helm lefs ftrongly charm'a. 
The king of Algiers, now recovéf ing, view'd 5Ì25 
Young Richardetto, whom he fàw intrydq 

, . U 4 With 
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With daring aid the combat to molcfl:, 

Wfacn late hÌ5 powerful artn Rogero prcfs'd. 

To him he turn'd, and carne full wcll prepar'd 

His decds of good with evil to reward : 930 

But Malagigi, deep in magic taught, 

A ftrange device to fave his kinfman wrought. 

Though wanting here his book> whofc potent force 

Could ftop the fun in his meridian courfe, 

His mem'ry yet thofc awful words retain'd, 935 

Which the foul demons at his will reftrain'd : 

On Doralis he prov'd his magic flight. 

And in hcr beaft convcy'd a fubdc fprite : 

The beaft, that Stordilano*s daughter bore, 

Rcceiv'd th' infernal angcl, which the power 940 

Of Vivian's brother from the rcalms of hell, 

Where Minos fits, had drawn by fated fpell. 

The palfrey, late fo gentle to command, 

That only mov'd by her dircfting hand. 

The fudden impiilft of the demon found, 945 

And thrice tcn feet he vaulted from the ground ^ 

A dre^dful leap ! yet though heieem'd to fly, 

The fair one kept her fcat, while from on high, 

Trembling fof life, |he gayc a fcàrful cry. 

Now 
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Now lìghting on his fect, . the frantic fteed 950 

Runs as the §>irit ériyes;; ^ijch furiotis fpeed 
He bcars the damfel, (htieking with affright. 
And leaves behind the feather'd arrow's flight. 

RoùsM at hcr voice, the fon of Ulien ftays 
JHisarm'from cbinbat, and the fair furveys/ 955 
The fair he foUows, rapid as the Wind, 
And Mandricafdo fpurs as fwift behind. 
The Tartar bent no more, with hoftile arm, 
To work Rogero or Marphifa harm, 
Awaits nòt truce or peace, but where he views 960 
Stern Rodomont and Doralis, purfues. 

Meantime Marphifa from the earth arofc, 
(With rage and Ihame her generous bofom glows) 
And burning for revcnge, too late beheld 
The Tartar champron diftant ori the field. 965 

Rogero, when he fees th' unfinifti'd fray, 
Roars like a lion baffled of his préy. 
Both knew 'twàs vain to chace, with either fteed, 
Good Brigliadoro or Frontino's fpeed. 
Rogero deem'd difgrace muft ftain his name, 970 
In his Frontino to renounce the claim. 
The lift untry'd— mor will Marphifa reft, 
Till prov'd in fight the Tartar brcaft to brcaft. , 

The 



5^S ORUATTnO FUT4IOSO. B. XXVI. 

Tfte martiat virgift ànd the kni^Ht àgrcé 
To foll6W thofe on Wfebm they wifli*d io fec ^75 
Their (vAì rtyttigéi aitìd, if urifounfd befbrfe^ 
They hop'd to fitid thèm with the TuHtilh poWèf i 
Where^ Icft thc.fifegc might work the Pagiiis^'iwìie^ 
The knights wòultf.hafte tVattack.tbè Chriftiaa fitó. 
Rogero, ere he yet his friends .fprfook, ^8ù 

A courtcous lea*e of èVery warrior took ; T , 
And bacjk retu!rAia^ tei the fountain> cime J ; . 
Where the lov'd brofher of htsr beauteous dame 
Rwiam'd^pacrtj to. birri the. g.qntle>DÌght . 
Finn friendfhip vows, in g9od òr. evi! plighti : 98'^ 
Then to his. fifter> by the youth^ conveys 
Fair, thoughts and grcetipg, couch'd in cautitatui 
phrafe; ^ . 

Such cautious phrafe, as may her fear3 reraovc, 
But no fufpicion wake of fecret love, 
To Malagigi, Vivian, then in few . 990 

To wounded Aldiger, he bids adieu ; 
While thefe with good. Rogero chapgéno lefs 
The grateful farewcUji and their thanks exprefsj, 
Again renew'd, whh foture fervice yow'd, 
For ever diie to aid fo weli- beftow'd. 995 

Ver.*g95.' — aUfsfureS beftow'd.'] A!ludi«^tb the deliverance 
of yivian and, Malagigi, in the beginning of this book. 

Marphifa, 
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Marphifa, eager Paris* walls to find. 
Se arce bent a thought on thofe fhe left behind : 
But Malagigi and good Vivian, prefs'd 
By friendly zeal, with diftant figns addrefs'd 
The parting maid : her Richardetto view'd, 1000 
And with like greeting her retreat purfu'd; 
"While haplefs Aldiger, with recent wound, 
XJnwilling lay reclin'd along the ground. 

Firft Rodomont with Mandricardo fled ; 
Next thefe Marphifa and Rogero fped 1005 

Their courfe to Paris — deeds tranfcending thoughr 
Shall in th' enfuing hook to light be brought ; 
Deeds of thefe noble four, whofe matchlefs hands 
With rout and death o'erthrew the Chriftian bands. 

Ver. 1002. Whik haplefs JLUger^^^ We hear no more of 
Aldiger in the poem. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

S.ODOMONT and Mandricardo, following Doralis, are drawzi^ 
near the Chriftian forces, where they are met by Gradailb 
and Sacripante and ali to^tli^r ^ upon the camp of Charles. 
Rogero and Marphilà arriving next, join them in the attack. 
Great flaughter of the Chriftians, who are compelled to re- 
tila within the inralls of Paris. The archangel Michael fìnds 
«i^t -I^^^PIF^ in ^ «|Q^^9fy^ ao4 (knda bi^f s^^iiir to^tii^ Pa- 
gans.^ Dii&ntìons renèwed amongft èie leaders. Agramant 
commands that the contending knights fhould draw lots ibr 
the order of the combat. The iirft lot Ms on Rodomont and 
Mandricardo. Preparations for the lifts. While the knights 
are arming, a debate arife» betweep Sacripant and Mandri- 
cardo for the fvrord Durindana. Rogero again afièrts bis 
claim to the fliield of Heftor. Agramant and Marfilius en- 
jd^ajfVMJr ta{>acify th^nv. Anotb^ (yi^i^I bre^ks oi^ l^etwpeA 

< Rodomont and SacripaAt for tke horft Fràntino^ whkh- h 
likewife claimed by Rogero. Brunello is forcibly carried off 
by Marphifa in the &ce of Agramant and bis whole court. 
Agramant perfuades Rodomont and Mandricardo to refer 
their title to Doralis to ber own decifion : *they agree, and 
Doralis decides in fàvour of Mandricardo. Rodomont leaves 
the camp with indignation. His inveéHve againft women. 
He is received and hofpitably entertained by a country 
hoft. 
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AMIDST the variaus gifts by heavcn aflign'di^ 
With fpecial grace, t' enrich the fcmakfì^indj^ 
Be this the praife, where moft the fcx; a^ires,; . 
To counfel well wkjen fudden nec4 i^qu;res ; 
But feldom man mature advice fuppUes, ^ 

When time the meaps j>£ long debate dcnics : 
^ood Malagigi wrought with fair intent. 
And well it feem'd, but difFerent was th* event : 
ForwhHe-he kept, by force of magic charms, 
tìis'kinfman Richardetto fafe froiii harms, io 

The fiend, obiedìent to his potent word, 
Convey'd the Tartar * prince and Sarzan lord 

♦ Mandricardo and Rodomont. 

To 
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To diftancc far s nor thcn the fagc forekncw, 

What mifchicf hencc on Chrìftian Charles he drew. 

Had time allow'd him Icifurc to rcfleS, i^sr- 

Some fafer means had offer'd to proteft 

His kinfman's life, nor would in evil hour 

His fpells have thus diftrefs'd the Chriftian power t 

Some wifer arts the demon had conftrain'dj 

To bear to furtheft eaft or weftern land 20 

Th* aflfrighted dame, for Francc no more to viewy 

Where both the lovers might her flight purfue. 

But that malignant fiend, man's endlefs foe^ 

By heavcn's high juftice doom*d to rcalms of woe, 

Contriv'd what moft the faithful would difmay, 25 

Since his drcad maftcr ne'er prefcrib'd his way. 

Tfee palfrey, with the hidden demon, held 
His rapid flight j no croflìng ftrcam rcpell'd 
His bounding courfe ; nor woods' entangled fhàde,. 
Nor fen, nor cliflF, nor rock, his fpeed delay'd : 30 

Ver. 26. SJptce bis dread maJìer-^'\ Since Malagigi had not 
prefcribed the rout which the demon was to take, but left him to 
his own dil|)ofal, he took that courie with the damfel which 
would draw Mandrìcardo and Rodomont towards die ChrilBaii 
camp, and confequently bring diftreis on Chari^xnain^ 

Till 
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Till through the Franks atid £nglilh campi he bora 
(And ali ih* unnumbcr'd hoft that Chrift adorc) 
Th' aflFrightcd dame, and fafely had rcftor'd 
To her lov'd (ire, Granada's royal lord. 
Meanwhile the fon of Agrican purfu'd 3Ì 

The flfing fair, and foon no longcr view'd ; . 
Wìth him was Ulien's fon, but either knight 
Had loft her image from hìs ftraining fight : 
Yet, by the track, thcy foUow'd ftill the chace, 
As nìmblc hounds the goat or leveret trace 5 40! 
Till either lover certain tidings gainM, 
That with her lire the prìncely dame remain'd. 
Takc heed, O Charles!— What clouds thy Iky 
drform ! 
'Hang o'er thy head, and thrcat the burfting ftorm ? 
Not thefe alone, but king Gradafib ftands, 45 

With' Sacripant, prepar'd t* aflault thy bands ; 
While Fortune, to complete thy ruin'd ftate, 
Has robb'd thee of each glorìous lamp, that late 
Of ftrength and wifdom beam'd thy pureft light. 
And leaves thee now in long enduring night. 50 

Ver, 45. -"i'-^ing Gradaffo^] The laft we heard of Gra-* 
daffi> was at the enchànted palace of Adantes, Book xii. boat 
^ch place ali the knights were relcafed by Aftolpho. 

VoL. IIL X \ Orlando, 
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Orlando now, eftrwig:d to cvery thoHgbt ■/ 

Of good or eviU roves^ with wit diftraa^ght, • 

O'cr hilL and plain, unhoùs'd «194 naked lies . 

In hcat or cold, in fair or ftormy Ikies ! 

fUnaldo, fcarcc wkh hettèr fcnfe iftfpir'd, 5^^ 

Has le Jt his pruicc, when .a»d was aioft rcquir^ , 

Of fair Angelica the i^cws to gain. 

In Paris lateljr fought, but fougjit in y^in : 

An aged hcrmit, vcrs'd in magic art> 

(As onqp I told) had play'd a fraudful partj 60 

And wrought di' unwary knight to fond tWief^ 

That he, fo lov'd, was won by Braya'^ * chief* 

At this, with je;alous rage and gri^f diftrcÌ3'd^ 

That nc'cr before a lover*s hcart opprefs'dj 

He enter'd P^is' walls, then voy?g'd o'er 6^ 

(3jp chance decreed) to Britaìn's dijftant fhore. 

"v • 

The batde fought, in which fuch f^mc he wcm,, 
The Mopr3 befieg^d and ftecd the regal towi», 
Pari^.again he view'di ^ch convcjit therc 
And every dome cxplor'd with fruitlefs care ^ 

^ : . * Gelando. 

^ Ver» 59. 4^ aged herinity^J See Bpok ii*, ver. 89, Jiriiere ihe; 
nypòcritìcal hermit deceives Rinaldo and Sacripqnt vnàx a lymg 
viiion, and pam die batde between die two rivals.- 
Ver. 67, '^ fuch fame he wQtiy'] See Books xvi. xvii, & fcq. 
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He dcein'd, with Brava's chief, the lovély niaid 
To Brava or Anglante^s fcats convey'd, 

iNow pafs*d the hours j and thither haftes the knighf ; 
BuU tkeire npt chief nor damfel meets hìs fight -, 
And thence to Paris' wallshe turns anew, 71J 

In hopes^ ere long, the Paladin to view : 

'No Paladin he views j wìth rage he burns j 
Agsfin to Brava and Anglantc turns. 

•Alike he journcys on by night or day. 
In morn's cool breeze, or noontide's fultry ray, So 
And many a time one path repeatcd tries 5 
The fun or moon, by turns, its light fuppliés. 

But he, our ancient foe, through whom the hand 
Of haplefs Ève tranfgrefs'd the high command, 
"With livid cyes Imperiai Charles beheld, 85 

* What time vain love had from the camp expeird 
Albano's knight * : he mark'd, with horrid}oy, 
"What force might then the Chriftian powers annoy ; 
And now togethcr brought againft their hoft| , 
The flower of arms the Pagan world could boaft^. ^9 
He fires thè king Gr^daflb, fires the breaft 

, Of noble Sacripant j who, fince f eUas'd 

♦ Rinaldo. 

X 2 From 
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From old Atlantcs* eaftle^ whcrc they (har'd 
One common error, had companions far'd 
Along the way : he thcfe incites to aid 95 

Their fovcreign Agramantj and Charles invade* 
, Himfclf, by fecrct ways, their courfe attenda 
And fafely brings to join their Pagan friends. 
Another ficnd he bids with trufly fpeed 
Fierce Rodomont and Mandrieardo lcad> loo 
Where late the demon urg'd the damfcrs fl:eed« 
A third he fent, that to the Pagan crcw 
Valiant Rogero and Marphifa drew ; 
Nor yet fo fwiftly to the camp they pafs'd> 
Put, of the fix, thefe two arriv'd the laft. 105 

Th' ìnfernal angel, who relcntleìs fought 
Thè Chrìftians' lofs, this fubtle train had wrought, " 

Ver. 94. had companions far^d ] This feems to te 

a little flip of the poet's memory, as Sacripant and Gradailb did 

not leave the palace of Atlantes together ; for Sacripant (fèe 

Book xii. ver. 220.) when the ring had difpelled the illufion 

diat fo long detained him, had quitted the palace with Orlando 

1^4 '%9nd Ferrau, and followed the flight of Angelica j but ìt ap- 

^ pears (fee Book xxìi. ver. i4i«) that Gradailb remained he-» 

hind in the enchanted palace with Rogero, Bradamant, Iroldo^ 

and pthers, dli the enchantment was diflblved by Aftolpho. 

Of this overfìght of the poet the Italian commentators bave 

..iv taken no netice. 
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L,cft, with Rogero Rodomont arriv'd. 

The late contention for tl^e fteed rcviv'd 

Should crofs his greàt defign, for cithcr kiìi^ht no 

Might then renew his undecided fight. 

f he firrt brave warriors that togcther join*d, 

^eheld in diftant profpeft to the wind 

The banners wave, and faw the tcnts afcend, 

Where thofe befiege the works, and thefe défend. 115 

And now, the council held^ the dauntlefs four *, 
In Ipìte of Charles, and ali his numerous powerj^ 
.To raife the fiege with joint confcnt agree. 
And Agramant from threatening ruin free^ 
Compaft and firm they bend their daring way, 120 
Where deep cncamp'd the Chriftian arniy lay s 
While Africa and Spaia aloud they cry, 
JJ'ow Pagans known to cvery ear and eye, 
Through ali the hoft, to arms^ to arms, rcfound . 
A thoufand tongues j but ere thcjr arms they found. 
The hoftile ftèel invades them unprepar'd, 126 

And the firft onfct puts to flight the guard. 
The Chriftian chiefs, while thus the tumvlt fpreàd, 
Scarce kncw from whom or why their foldicrs fled : 

♦ Gradasso, Sacripant, Rodomont, and Mandri- 

CARDOt 

X3 Some 
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Some deem'd this dàring mfbh thej fuftain ijé 
* From the fibrcc Swifs or hardy Gafcon tran : 
But^ t^hile utìcertain vrhence di' incorfion came^ 
They cali the troops of evcfy dime and iiamej 
Loud beats the drum, the trump its clafìgor poars i 
The fky re-echoes, and the tumult roars ! 135 

Imperiar Charles, amidft his gathering bands,. 
Ali, fave his helmet, arm'd, intrcpid ftands. 
He calls hts Paladins^ and bids them teli, 
What fudden force could thus his legìoiìs^iieil. 
By threats now thefè, now thofe, he ftays from ftig^> 
And others he beholds (too cr uel fight I) 1^1 

With heads diffever'd by the furioos biade, 
With bofoms prerc'd, and bowels operi laìd ; 
While fome return (efcap'd from greatcr harnìs) 
With bleedinglimbs, with fever'dhands and arms. 145 
Advancing ftill, he fees where, fcàtter*d round, 
Unnumber'd wretches gafpìng bite the ground ; 
Dreadful to view ! ali weltering in their gore, 
When leech or drugs fhall ne'er avail.them more* 
X "Where'er this little band refiftlefs came, 150 

They left eternai monuments of fame ; 
►While Charles with worrder, grief, and flianac^ bcheld 
The fearful carnage of fo dire a field. 

So 
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Sa one, who fuffers by the thunder's force, 
Explores^ the track of ìts dcftruétive courfe. 155 

Théfe tnMe fbur the tents had fcareely gaiH'd, 
Where Afric*s monarch ftill entrench'd remain'd | 
When, OH a? different fide, th' aflault tò àid, 
Appear'd Rogcro and the martial maid ♦. 
Soon as the generous pair had darted round i^ 
Their (kilful fight, to mark the camp atìd ground j 
And fywhcfw bcft the combat to ttiaintàiD, ' 

And raife the ikgc j they gave thcir ftceds^ thè 

rein. 
As, vfhen the mine h fir'd, the ftraimpgeycs 
Scarce view the flame as thro' the traili it flief, 165 
Till btìrftioig forth, the fury levcls ali, 
Tears the finn rock, aod fliakcs the ftrongcft wall : 
So fwfft Rogero and Marphifa flcw, 
Such was thcir rage amongft the warring crcw. 
Aflànt, dircét, thcir furious blows thcy deak ; 170 
Dìflever'd fcàips, lopt arms, and fhouldcrs fclt 
Thetrenchant fteel, whik, for efcape too flow^ 
Huge crowds divide beforc each gallant foe, 
Whóe'er has fcen o*er bill or vale a ftorm 
Sweep ficrcely onj with ruin part dcform^. . 175 

f Marphisaì 
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Part Icav^ unhurt j may judgc hqwr, fcattcr*d widc, 

Xhis warjikc couplc picrc'd the marciai tide. 

Thofc who from Rodòmont** dcftnidkive hand 

Had fledj and TcapM the grft aflailing band 179 

Of four fuch waiTÌors> gave their thanks to heavcni 

That Hrcngth and fwìftncfs to thcir fect had givcn ;. 

Put no\(r with weapons brandìih'd at their breaft^ 

^y bold Rogero and Marphifa prefs*d, 

They fce too late that him who ftands or flicst 

What fate has fentenc'dj fate to ihun denies : 185 

New danger follows one already paft^ 

Who Tcapcs the firft, muft doubly pay the lafl:. 

$0 fares it with the timorous fox, expellM 

From ancient feats which once Ihe fafely held, 

Whom for hcr thefts the village hinds confplre 190 

To chace with yapour of the fmouldering fire, 

Driv'n with hcr cubs upon the hound to run. 

And meet that death ihe hop'd in vain to ihun. 

At length Marphifa and Rogero gain 

The ihmoft trenchcs, whom the Pagan train 195 

Joyful reccivc with eycs ón Heaven intent. 

In gratcful thanks for aid fo tiniely fent. 

X Ver. i8a Of four fuch warriorsy — ] Rodomont, Mandrì- 
cardcs Gradaflò, and Sacripante whp firft attacked the camp of the 
Chriftians, and were aftérwards joined by Rogero and Marphìfii. 

No 
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No longcr fcar the meaneil bofom knows, 
Each Pagan arm defiesa hundred foesj 
"With one united voice theìr chiefs they call> ioo 
4ft.nd burn with ardour on the camp to fall. 
The Moorifh drum, the horn, and timbreì blend 
Their rattling founds, that to the (kies afccnd ; 
While ftreamers rais*d aloft, and banners join'd, 
With mix'd devices tremble in the wind. 205 

Net lefs the chiefs of Charles, with martial care^ 
The troops of Britanny and France prepare s 
With thefe Italian, German, Englifli, clofe 
Their martial lines, and fierce thè battle glows I 
Stern Rodomont, of unrefifted might, ^lO 

With Mandricardo, dreadful in the fight j 
Noble Rogero (virtue^s conftant ftream) 
And king Gradaffo, every nation's themej 
Marphifa fteerd in arms, and with her Join'd 
Circaffia's * prince, who ne ver lagg'd behind ; 215 
Ali thefe at once the king of France aflaird. 
And urg'd hìs vows that nothing now avail'd» 
On John and Dennis (patron faints) he calls, 
But foon compeird retires to Paris' walls. 
Th' o'erbearing valour of thìs matchlefs train aio 
l[The knights and dame) the mufe, my lord ! in vain 

f frACRIPANTt 

Attempts 
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Attcmpts to paint, nor can defcribe in ipeedh 
What beggars fancy, and no words cah reach» 

Think then what numbers fell of life bcreav*d, 
What lofs that day unhappy Charles receiv'd ! aaj 
With thcfe Ferrau demands his fliare of fame. 
And with him many a Moor of gallant nanìe. 
For haftcji what numbers in the Scine were loft,. 
The bridge unequal for the flying-hoft ! 
Some wifh, likje Icarus, for wings to foar ^ a3<J^ 
From death, that threats behind and threats before« 
What haplefs Paladina were then enflav'd ! 
Vieftna's marquis * and Ugero fav'd 
/Jone from bonds : fce Olivero ftand^ 
' Near his fight Ihouldcr by a hoftile hand aj^ 

The wound infiiéted deep ; whilc at his fid^ 
Ugero's head pours forth a purple tide. 
If, like Rinaldo or Orlando loft. 
Brave Brandimart had left the Chriftian tioft. 
In exile then might Charles have led his life, 24^ 
Had fortune giv'n him to furvive the ftrifc. 
Whate*er cool thòught or ftrength of ncrve fupply'd, . 
Intrepid Brandimart had vainly try*d ; 
.Till forc'd at length to give the tcmpeft way, 
Siow he recedes, and fcarce refighs the daf • 245 

. ^ * Thus 
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Thus AgritfnaDt própirious Fortune view*di 
And onceagain the fiegeof Charles rencw'd. 
The cries of arphansy and the wìdows* moans, 
Sons for their fathers, fathers for their fons, 
eFròm ^srrth afeending rca<:h'd th' empyrcal height, 
Where Michael fate in reàltufe of puneft iight* 25 1 
He hcrard; arid looking down with fad furvey, 
Beheld the food of wolves and birds of prejr, 
StFetch'd in their blood by thoufands on the plain> 
4^f every naition^ his lov'd people flain. 5155 

The bleflèd angel blulh'd celcftial red^ 
To.find4ìis great Creator rll obey*d : 
To Difcord late he gave his high command, 
Tq kìndle ftrife amidft the Fagan band ^ 
Far difFcrent now, he fees the Pagans' bate j^ 
Ali firmly join*d againft the Chriftian fiate. 
As when fome faithful envoy, who at large 
Receives commiflion for a weighty charge^ 
Chìdes his negled^ recalling to his thougHt 
Some valu'd piarpofe, 'midft his zeal forgot s 265 

Ver. 256. The bkjfed angel llt^'d ctkfiid red^] Thus Mflton 
makes his angel cbange colòiur : 

To whom the angel, with a finile that glow'd. 
Celcftial rofy red— — 

pAHADiSE Losf, B. viii<v«rr 6i8* . 

Andj 
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And^ ere he fees his lord^ with eager care 
Bends cvcry power th' omilfion to repair : 
The angcl thus will not to God afcend, 
Till future deeds his crror paft amend. 
To whcre bcforc> in hallow'd cloifters plac'd, 270 
He Difcord met, he ply'd his wings ìivhafte : 
Again he found where 'midft the monks (he fatc^ 
And at a chapter urg'd the dire debate : 
PleasM with thcìr ftrife ftie view'd with joyful eye, 
Caft at cach other, prayers and mafles (iy. ^75 

With holy wrath the hcavcnly angcl burn'd, 
Her by the locks he fciz'd, and feizing fpurn'd 5 
Then in hi& hand a crofier fwift he took. 
And on her head, her arms, and (houlder^ broke. 
Mercy ! ah, mercy !— (loud the fury yell'd, 280 
While clofe the hcavénly nunciate's knees flie held) 
But Michael fet not yet the fiend at large, 
Till to the Saracens, with weighty charge. 
He thus difmifs'd her— Hence ! nor more forfake 
Yon hoftile camp, my heavicr wrath to wake. 285 
Tho' Difcord, forely bruis*d, with back and breaft 
The livid marks of many a ftripe confcfs*d, 
Yet trembling more with fear of future harm, 
,From the ftrong ppwcr of that angelic arm j 1 

Her 
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Her bellows fwift flie feiz'd yrith kindling fire, 290 

And flore of fuel that might well confpirc 

T' increafe the flame, with which her ruthlcfs art 

Lìghts up fell ftrife, that ranlding in the heartj 

To Rodomont and Mandricardo Iprcad, 

With good Rogcro : thefe the fury led 295 

Ecfore the king j (or now each perii o'cr 

From Chriftìan foes, their legions fear'd no more 

A new affault from Charles' defeated power. 

Their quarrels told, each to the monarch ihows 
The caufes whence their late diffentions rofc; 300 
And begg*d his voice the conteft to decide, 
^By whom in arms their claims Ihould firft be try'd. 
Marphifa, with the reft, attention won, 
Eager to end her combat late begun, 
Which firft the Tartar urg'd ; nor would flieyield 305 
A day, am hour, her title to the field ; 
But with a gencrous warmth enforc'd her.right, 
To meet wkh inftant arms the Tartar knight. 
Not lefs would Rodomont conclude the ftrife, 
That to himfelf or rivai gives the wife -, 310 

The mìghty ftrife, by joint confent delay'd, 
To give their friendly camp and fovcrcign aid. 

Rogcro 
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%6igefO WQuld anniiil his claim, tnd vow'd 
That rU kk hoiiour Rodomont allaw'd^ 
Ffom him the fteed »njuftly to àtùin, 315 

And' net in battle firft the d«ed maintaui. 
More to pcrplcx their breils, the Tartar knight 
Sttpt forth, and loud deny 'd Rògero's righi 
fTo bear the bird wirfi filver wings <jiff4ay-d : 
JAnd, as he fpoke, fuch fage hb bofom fway'd, j!2b 
*He dar'd the three at onée to confibat c^lh^ 
By oftè fole trial to deternìine ali : 
Sf^ilike the refi: in mingled fìght had elos'd, 
But that the king his high commands oppo8*d. 

KingìAgramant, that further ftrife may ceale, 325 
With prayers'and foothing words entreats the peace^ 
In vain he foothes and prays — with deafen'd ear 
Each knight refufes peaee or trace to hear. 
And now his thoughts fuggeft, the warrìors' names 
Infcrib'd on lots fhall fix their feyeral clàinis : 330 
He bids four fcroUs the written names difclofe -, 
One Rodomont and Mandricardo ftiows -, 
With Mandricardo one Rogero bears ; 
Rodomont with Rogero one declares; 
One Mandricardo with Marphifa joins': 335 

^hefe to be drawn, as fickle chance inclines, 

9 The 
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The kii^ cQmmands j and lo ! the firft that caine 
Bore Sarza'3 king * and Mandricardo^s namc $ 
Next, with Rogero Mandricardo flood j 
Rodomont and Rogero third were view*d j 340 
Laft Mandricardo with Marphifa join'd, . 
Which fore dilpleas'd the martial virgin's mindw 
^ot better pleas'd his lot Rogero faw, 
Left he *, decrecd the foremoft chance to draw, 34^ 
Should wage fuch confli6t with the Tartar kiiight^*; 
Marphifa and hìmfelf might loCe their right 
To meet the fon of Agi'ican in fight. 

Not far from Paris* walls a tra6c of ground 
Was feen, a little mile in compafs round ; 
Where, in theatric guife the feats difpo&'d, . 359 
With gentle rife a middle fpaee inclos'd, 
There once a caftle flood, bujt now o^erthrown 
By wars and time, no more i;he place was known^ 
The lifls were here defign'd ; with bufy care 
The workmen clear'd the ground and form'd a fquare 
Of large extent, and fenc'd on either hand 356 

With two wide gates, as ancient rites demand ; 
^And at the barrier's end, the lifts to clofe, 
On either fide a fair pavilion rofe. 

♦ Rodomont. 
^.. ^ N-ow" 
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Now carne the day whcn fwords muft fix the righe, 
Nam'd by the king^andwilh'd by eithcr knight : 361 
Plac'd in the tent that to the weft appcars, 
His giant litnbs the king of Algìers rears j 
Thcrc bold Fcrrau and Sacripant affift 
With fcaly hide to arm him for the lift : ;i6g 

And wherc the caftern gate its valv.cs expands, 
With king Gradaflb Falfirones ftands -, 
Thefc for the fon of Agrican * cmploy 
Their aid, to deck him with the arms of Troy. 
High on a lofty thronc, in royal ftate, 376 

The king of Spain and king of Afric fate j 
Next Stordilano and the peers were plac*d, 
Abore the reft in rank and honours grac'd. 
Happy is he who on fomc rifing hcight. 
Or tufted trec, can fit to view the fight ! 375 

Grcat is the prefs, and dcep on every fide, 
Through ali the camp, was pour'd the mingled tidc. 
Caftilia's queen was prefent j many a queen 
And princefs fair, with noble damcs, were fcen, 
From Arragon, Cattile, Granada's land, 380 

And ncar the bound where Atlas' pillars ftand. 

• Mandricardoj 

Therc 
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There Stordilano's daughter, with the refi:, 

Appeàrs in robes of various colour dreft : 

One veft was green, and one a paly red 

Of foften'd dye, like rofes newly fhed t 385 

A garb Marphifa wore, that might proclaim 

(Succinét and fimple) both the knight and dame* 

Like her appareird> near Thcrmodòon's flood, 

Hippolyta with ali her virgins ftood. 

Already in his coat of arms array'd, , 39C> 

That royal Agramant's device difplay'd. 

The herald enter'd, in the lift to draw 

The bounds prefcrib'd, and ftate the duel's law, 

While now impatient throngs demand the fight, 
While óft their murmurs chide, and oft invite 395 
Each tardy champion 5 fudden in their ear 
From Mandricàrdo's tent a noife they hear, 
Loud and more loudj deriv'd from wrathful words 
Between the Sericane and Tartar lords. 

Soon as the king of Sericane had dreft 400 

The Tartar monarch in his martial veft. 
He ftood prepar'd to gird the fword, whjch try'd 
In battle oft, had grac'd Orlando's fide, 
When Durindana on the hilt he views. 
And that device Almontes wont tp ufe, 405 

VoL. IIL Y From 
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From whom, long fince, befide a limpid brook 
This fword, while yet a yùUth, Orlando mok. 
He faw, and knew fiiU wcll the famous fwcml, 
That arm*d the hand of grcat Anglante's lord ; 
Which prize to gain he left hìs native Ihore, 41O 
With fuch a force as ne'ef was fecn before ; 
And, fomc few years elaps'd, Caftilia vicw^d, , 
And Francc itfeif beneath his arms fubdu'dr 
He marveird now, by what ftrange means obtain*d 
He faw this fword in Mandricardo's hand; 415 
Then afk'd what chance had gìvcn the fatai biade. 
And when and wherc he from the cari convcy'd 
The precious priz^— The Tartar prince rcply'd 1 
Erewhile in fight Orlahdo's force I try'd : 
At length he fcign'd a madhefs, to conceal 420 
His daftard feelings, for he knetv^ too wcll, 
While this he wore, he Hill his trembling Hfe 
With me muft ri(k in nevcr-ending ftrifc. 
The beaver thus, who fees the woodland crcw 
Near and more near his hunted fteps purfue, 425 
Well confcious what they fcek, behind him leaves 
The fought-for treafure, and his Ufe reprieves. 

Ver. 407. Thisfivord^ while yet ayouth^ &c] See Book I. 
ver. 402. in the note. 

Ver. 411. With fuch aforce^] Scc Boyardo. - 

Er(& 
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Ere yet he ce^us'd, Gradaflb took the word : 
To thee, nor any, will I yield the fword j 
Juftly I claim what long I toil'd to gain, 430 

My gold expendcd and my peoplc flain ! 
Some ©ther weapon feek-?-nor deem it ftrang« 

That this I challenge let Orlando range 

Frantic or wild, where*er this fword I hold. 
The fword is mine— thou, as thyfelf haft told, 435 
Found'ft it far diftant from its owner thrown, 
But, found by me, I ciaim it for my own. 
This falchion Ihall the right I plead maintain— 
The lift fhall be my judge— prepare to gain 
This fword by force, if this thou fèek'ft in fight 
To wield on Rodomont y fince evcry knight 441 
Who ufes arms, ftionld win them by hìs might. 

At this the Tartar rais'd hìs daring head t 
What fweetcr found can rcach my ears (he faid) 
Than aught that fpeaks of war ? — But firft, in field, 
To thee his tum the Sarzan prince muft yidd. 446 
Procure with me the foremoft fight to wage. 
And let the fecond Rodomont «ngage : 
Doubt not 1 ftand prcpar'd for thee — for ali— - 
To anfwer -thinc and cvcry mortai cali. , 450 

Rogero then, increafing ftrife to breed : 
TWnk not t' infrihge the terais fo late agreed. 

Y 2 «e 
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Be Rodomont the firft in lift to join. 
Or, if he changc, his fight muft follow mine. 
Grant what Gradaflb plcàds, that in the ficld 45^ 
.A knight muft win his arms who arms would wields 
Shalt thou my bird with argcnt wings difplay, 
Till from my grafp thoy rcnd'ft the fhicld away ? 
Lo ! here I ftand t' abide the lot's decree j 
The firft to Rodomont-— the next to me ! 460 

If thou perfift our treaty to confound, 
I fpurn ali order, and defpife ali bound : 
Nor will I for a moment wave my right, 
But cali thee forth this inftant to the fight. 
Lct each of you be Mars, (then made reply 465 
Fierce Mandricardo) each his prowefs try : 
What arm Ihall dare forbid me here to wield 
The trufty falchion or the glorious Ihield ? 

Then fir'd to wrath, with fteely gauntlet bent, 
At Sericana's king a ftroke he fcnt, 470 

Whofe bettcr hand at unawares it took. 
And Durindana ftrait his grafp forfook. 
Gradaflb, burfting then with rage, beheld 
The fword difputed from his hand compeU'd. 
Indignant flia'mc, defpite, and burning ire, 475 

Fluflx'd ali his face^ his eyeballs fparkled fire : 

Fierce 
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Fierce for rcvenge a backward ftep he madc. 
And ftood in aft to draw the deadly biade : 
But Mandricardo^ cver unappaird, 
Him and Rogero to the battle call'd. 480 

Come, both at once— come, Rodomont ! (he cry*d) 
To make the third, and come ali thr^e defy*d. 
Come, Spain and Afric ! ali of human race. 
No flight (hall e'er my glories paft difgrace* 
Thus he who nothing fear'd ; and as he fpoke, 485 
In his right hand Almontes' weapon (hook, 
Firmly embrac'd his (hield, fbr fight prepar'd. 
And good Rogero and Gradaflb dar'd. 
Leave him to me, and foon this fovereign (teel^ 
(Exclaims Gradaflb) (hall his frenzy heal. 490 

Not fo (Rogero cries) to me refign 
Yon boafting chief— — the combat firfl; is mine. 
Go thou— the fight is mine— by turns they cry'd— 
Then ali at once each other loud defy*d. 
Nor this nor that would yield j and now enrag'd 495 
AH thrce at once a medley war had wag'd 5 
When numbers prefent, as the warriors clos'd, 
With ili advice amidft thcm intcrpos'd j 
And to thcir coft had foon his fortune known, 
Who for another's fafety rifks his own : 500 

y 3 Not 
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Not ali the world their fouh to peate httd won> 
Btit lo ! the Spanifh monarchi with the fon 
Of grcat Troyano carne, whofe prefcnce quelt'd 
Their frantic rage, and each in reverctìce hcld. 
. Now Agramant demands, what fudden caufe 505 
To new contention thus each warrior draws. 
Th' occafion known, he ftrives with every art 
To cairn the rage of ftern Gradaflb's heart ; 
That he to Màndricardo might afFord 
One fin^e day the loan of He6tor*s fword, 
Till the dire fight Was wag*d with Sarza'i 

Whilc Agramant with foothing words addrcft, 
Effays by turns t* appeafe each angry breaft, 
New founds of tumuìt in the weftcrn tcnt, 
From Rodomont and Sacripant were fcnt^ 515 

Circaffia's monarch ftood with Sàrza's khight, 
(As late we told) to arm him for the fight. 
And with Ferrau had on the champion brac'd 
Thofe arms which once his proud forefather grac*d. 
And now they carne to where the courfer ftood, 520 
Who dafliM around the whìtening foàm, and chew'd 
The golden bit : thìs fteed. Frontino nam*d, 
Was that whofe lofs Rogero's wrath inflam'd^ 
Meanwhile the generous Sacripant, whofe care 
Muft fuch a champion for the lift prepare, 525 

4 Obftrv'd 
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Obferv*4 the gàllant fteed with nearrr view, 

When foon his marks and faultlcfs lirabs he kn^w^ 

And own'd his Frantaletto, for whofe fak? 

He went on fqot, nor other fteed would takc : 

Storn t>y Brunello, on that fatai day, 530 

When from the fair * he bore her ring away ; 

When Balifarda and his horn he reft 

From great Anglante's earl with impious theft 5 

\Vhen froni her fide Marphifa's Iword he bore, 

And with his plunder leach'd Biferta's fhorc j 535 

Then gave Rogero Balifarda fam'd, 

With this good courfer, fince Frontino nam'd. 

]Each certain proof the fierce Circaffian weigh'd, 

Then turnìng to the Sarzan king, he faid : 

Know, chicf ! thi« fteed is mine— -by fraud purloin'd 

Before Albracca-^numbers left behind 541 

Could.yrltnefs what I telj — behold my fword 

Shall full conviótion of the truth afford. 

But fince together for a while wc far'd 

In friendly fort, and mutuai converfe Ibar'd j 545 

* Angelica, 
Ver. 532. — ^ Us horn he refi'] This horn was won by 
Orlando froip Almontes, when he flew him at die fomitain. 

See Book i. ver. 202. Note. For BnuxcUo^s thefts, fee 

.BoyardOi 

y 4 And 



3^8 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XXVII. 

And fincc thy want I know— to thee I yicld 
My gcnerous courfer for the lifted field^ 
My right acknowicdg'd firft j elfc hope in vain 
To keep a fteed which only arms can gain. 

Stern Rodomonte than whom no prouder knight 
E'cr wieldcd weapon in the lift of fight, 551 

Thus anfwer'd— Had another's lips declar'd 
What thouy ill-judging Sacripante haft dar'dj 
He to his coft might find 'twerc bettcr far 
That fpeechlefs born he breath'd the vital air; 5^5 
But, as thou urgeft, for the friendfhip late 
Between us held^ in this I wave debate, 
To bid thec now (and hced what I advife) 
Defcr awhile thy arduous enterprize, 
Till thou haft mark'd the iflue of the fight, 560 
This day, betwecn me and the Tartar knight^ 
'yV'hen his example fhall thy prudcnce wake, 
To bcg me as thy gift this fteed to take. 
With thee. 'tis courteous to be brutal (crics 
fierce S^eripant, with lightening in his cycs) 5 ^6^ 
But mark me plainer now-^henceforth take hec4 
flow far thou dar'ft ufurp my trufty fteed ; 
I hcre forbid thee, while this better band 
Can, grafp'd aloft, the vengeful IWord comniand, 

IQ If 
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If other means fhould fail, unarm*d I fight, 570 
And ftand with tooth and nail to guard my right. 

Crics, threats fuccced, and ire enkindles ire : 
Lefs fwìft through ftubble runs the blaze of fire. 
Fierce Rodomont complete his armour wears, 
But Sacripant nor hclm nor cuirafs bears> 575 

y et feems (fo well he knew his fword to wield) 
Securely fenc*d as with a covcring fliield : 
Though Rodomont excell'd in nerve of fight. 
No lefs in Ikill excell'd Circaffia's knight. 579 

Not with more fwiftnefs turns the kindling wheei, 
When from the Itone is ground the whitening meal, 
Than Sacripant, with hand and foot untir'd, 
Turji'd, chang'd, and parry'd ftill as need reqùirM. 
Their fwprds Ferrau and Serpentino drew; 
And 'midft the chiefs themfelves undaunted thrcw : 
Then Ifojero, king Grandonio carne, 586 

And m^ny nobles of the Moorifh name. 
Such was the tumult, fuch the noife combin*dj 
That reach'd the tent where both the princes join*d 
Effay'd tq cairn Rogero's wrath in vain, 5^ 

The Tartar lord and king of Sericane *. 
. Now to king Agramant, pcrplex'd in thought, 
• A meifengcr th* upwelcome tidings brought, 

* GRADA5S0f 

That 
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TJiat Sa,cripant> with Rodomont engag'd, 

A cniel hattic fbr his courfer wag^nd. 595 

Then thus the king befpoke tke lord of Spiin 3 

Amidft thefc ncw alarms^ thou h«ré remain, 

Lefl: aught ihould worfe am^g thefe chicfs befal}^ 

"VVhile I attend where yonder tumules cali. 

When Rodomont his royal lord behel^l, 4oo 

Jle ftay'd his weapon, and his fury qutlPd ; 
Not with lefs awc Circaflia's prince retir'd, 
When Agramant appcar*d ; who now enquir'd, 
With kingly looks, and with majeftic tone, 
From what new caufe this fudden ftrife was grown. 
The whole declar'd, he fought with fruitlefs care éo6 
T' appeafc each warrior, and the breaeh repair. 
Unmov'd, Circaflia*s monarch ftill deny'd 
The king of Aigiers longer (hould beftride 
The generous ftced, unlefs by fair requeft, 6im 

For that day's ufe, he firft his lord addreftM. 
But Rodomonte as wont^ with fell difdain^ 
Reply'd— Nor thou, nor Heaven, fo far (hall gain^^ 
That, what this arm can on myfelf beftow, 
I cver to another's gift will owe. 615 

The king enquir'd of Sacripant his right 
Tjo urge fuch claim, and if by force or flight 



B. XXVII. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 33» 

He lafl: the ftced : the princc the truth difpUy'd, 
And, as he fpoke, a blufh his fhamc bctray*d. 
He own'd hofw well the fubtlethicf had wrought, 6nQ 
Who marking, w^ilc he fate cntranc'd in thought* 
JFour ftakes beneath his faddlc placM, and drcw. 
The courfcr thence,,erc aitght his rider kncw^ 

Amidft the train appear'd Marphifa b6ld, 
Who, while his courfer's lofs the warrior toU, ^25 
In colour chang'd, for on the (^If-fame day 
A rpbber's hand * had borne her fword om^ji 
Advancing near, her eyes confefs'd the fteed, 
On which Brunello once, with light-foot fpeed^ 
Efcap'd purfuit : Ikare Sacripant flie knew, if^ 
TiU then unfound 5 Ihe mark'd the ndiagicd-^Fmir 
That crowded ncar, when nunfibcr3 there appcar'd» 
That oft thefe thefta from bafc Brunello heard* 
AH turn'd to him, by whom they knew abi»4'd 
The knight and dame, and by their looks accus'd* 
Of each Marphifa afkM, nor fail'd to find éjf? 

That this was he whoife hand her fword purloin'd« . 
* BnuNitiQ. 

Ver. 620. He mm*d hwu vhU tbefiikle thi^^ &c.] T^ h^ 
dicrous and cxtravagant iacident is taken from Boyardo. The 
paflage is wittily ridiculed by Cervantes, wherc Sancho, while 
afleep, lofes his afs, which is ftolcn from him by Gincs de Pafli^- 
pionte in the fame manner; 

She 
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She learnt^ for this and many an impious chòat, 
For which he wcll deferv*d a noofe to mcet, 
By Agramant the (hamelefs wrètch wa& prais'd, 640 
And (ilrange to teli) to regal honours rais'd. 
Marphifa fclt hcr formcr wrath to wake, 
Dctermìn*d, for her injur'd honour's fake, 
On the foul thicf a juft rcvengc to takc. 
.. Now by her fquirc fhe bade hcr hclm be lac'd^ 645 
Her othcr Ihining arms already brac*d 
Hcr martìal limbs, for never yet the maid 
Ten days was feen, but bright in mail array'd, 
Since her fair perfon, brave beyond compare, 
Sbe firft inur'd the weight of fteel to bear. 650 

Thcn, with her helmct clos'd, (he went and found 
Brunello feated midft the peers around. 
Him, whcn (he faw, the dame with furious heat 
Seìz'd by the throat, and dragg*d him from hìs fcat; 
£a(yi as grip'd within his hooky claws, 655 

The ravenous eagle fome weak chicken draws. 
And bore him thus before Troyano's heir, 
Thcn deep engag'd to heal inteftine war. 
Brunello, fearing worfe might yet befall, 
Ccas'd not to weep, and loud for pity cali. 660 

HiJi 
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His cries were heard amidft the mix'd alarms 
Of ihoui;s and tumults from the camp in arms« 
For mercy now he fues, no^ aìd demands : 
Near as he djrcw, thick crowd the gazing bands : 
Xo Afric's king the dame her prifoner took, 665 
And thus addrcfs'd him with a haughty look : 

This wretch, thy vaflal, by my hand ere long 
Aloft fufpended, (hall atone the wrong 
My honour felt — for know his Ihameful thcft, 
Him of his horfc, me of my fword bereft. 670 

Should therc be one who darcs my purpofe blame, 
Forth let him ftand, and what he thinks proclaim : 
To prove my jullice, I his might defy. 
And in thy prefcnce give his tongue the lye. 
Since fome may urge, ill-chofen time I take, 675 
When civil broils fo many murmurs make ; 
When difcord kindles now, with dire alarms. 
The bravcft warriors of the camp to arms ; 
Three days I refpite his determin'd fate : 
Meanwhile would any friend prolong his date, 680 
Let fuch appear— if not ere then rcleas*d, 
I give him to the birds a welcome feaft. 

Ver. 670. 'i—w^ o/myjword-^] This is told in Boya^rda. 
Bee Bookxviii. note to ver; 732. 

But 
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But thr^e miles diftant^ by che wood's Icme 9de, 
To yonder towcr bchold mjr courfe I guide j 
Without Companion (hall I there retire, 685 

Save twG, a damfel atid a faithfui fquire. 
Ifany dare this irtctch'ft caofe befrieod, 
There let him come, I thcrc his arms attend. 

She Taid 5 and waiting no rcp!y, pnrfu'd 
Hcr dcftin'd way to rcach the neighbouring wood : 
Brunello on hcr couriér's ncck fhe eaft, 651 

And in his iocks tfre martia! virgin faft 
Her hand fecur'd, wliiìe ìoud he IhtiekM an<f pray'd, 
Invoking cvery friend by nartie for aid. 

King Agranìant, amid thefe tumultsioft, €95 

Where thought itfeif to find a due was loft, 

Aboves 

Ver. 695. fSng Agramant^ amid ìhefe iumubs^ NoAing 
can be better wocked up dian the confufion in fhe camp ef the 
Pagans» fix>in theiè diilèntions among their kaders. Cervantes 
humoroufly makes Don Quixote, in the midft of the guarrels 
at the Inn, thus allude to the above paflàge of Ariofto^: ** Did I 
nét^dl you, Siis, diat dus icalUe ^vvats ^cfaanted, and tl»t finne 
legion of devils muft certaioly inhabit it. In confirmation vriiere- 
of, I would bave you fee, with your own eyes, how the di(^ 
/cord of Agramant's camp is paffed over, and transferred hichcr 
among us. Behold how there they fight for the fword, bere far 
the horfe, yonder for the cagle — bere again for the belmet ; and 
we ali fight, and no one underftands another. Come, therefore, 

my 
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Abore the reft txtòte foreìy now difpleasM, 
Behdd Brunello by Marphifa feÌ2*ti : 
Not thàt ile ftill the treacherous caìtìff bv'd 5 
Who (fom'c few tiays dapsM) his anger* movM. 7^ 
Ere fince the ring's late ìofi, the king'tevtjlv'd 
Brunello*^ fault, ztnd oft his death refohrM. 
But now he déemM à monarch's lactied name 
Too boldly fcorn*d, and, red with confcious filarne. 
He ftood prepar'd tò foUow, with his hand 705 
T* avenge tji' aifiront that regaì power ftiftarnM : 
But grave SobriiK), prefent, foon inclin'd 
To better thoughts the prihce's wrathftil'mind. 
Itili befeenn'd, in fuch a caufe, (he faid) ' 
So great a Ichig, 6f foverdgn kings the head, 7 10 
To wage a fight, where, Ihould-hisiarm^ fticceed. 
More blame than honour mtift làttend the dced : 

my lord judge, and you mafter prieft, and let one of you Rand 
for king Agrattiant, the otfier for king Sobrino, and makè pcace 

aiWDHg US, &c/' 

See Jarvis's Don Quixote, Voi. I. B. iv. C. xviiL 
Ver. 707. But grave Sobrtm^ &c.] This is the firft gp- 
pearance oiF Sobrinp in Ariofto. His chara£ler is continued from 
Boyardo, whtiie heiMkes a figuiie in the cofflticil beM by Agra- 
niant, to debate^on the intcnfcd invaikm of Franee, «and endea* 
vdurs to difluade the king from Aat expedition. Sobrino appears 
to bfethe Neftor of the poem. 

When 
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When men wouldfay— "Muchhasotirking obtain'd, 
Who fcarcc hard conqueft o*cr a woman gain'd I" 
Grcat is his dat^er^ finali his praife muft prove 715 
Who dares againfl: her arm to combat move. 
'Twerc bcfl: to Icave Brunello to his death : 
Or if a word could fave the dulprit's breath 
From threaten'd noofe^ that word we fhould with« 

hold. 
And leave the courfc of juftice uncontrol'd. 720 
Thou canft (he added) to Marphifa fend, 
That (he his fentence may to thee commend 
As king and judge — and firlt thy promife plight> 
The hangman's hand (hall do her honour right. 
But (hould fhc this rcfufe— the conteft ceafe, 7 25 
Leave him to her — and refi: the maid in peace : . 
So ftill to thee her love be firmly ty'd, 
Hang up Brunello^ and ali thieves befide. 

Sobrino's words the monarch's warmth afruage> 
Who liftens to his counfel juft tod fage j 730 

Nor only leaves himfelf at large the maid, 
But wills that none fhould her retreat invade j 
For public good, his feelings he fupprefs'd. 
And hop'd, by his example o'er the reft, 
To foothe to concord each contcnding breaft. 735 

But 
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But Difcord laugh'd aloud, who knew no fear 
Of peace or friendfliip evcr more to hear : 
IsTow hcre, now thcre, Ihe travers'd o'er the plain^ 
Nor could the tumult of hcr joy contairié 
No lefs exulting ftalk'd her fifter Pride, 740 

"Who conftant fuel to the fire fuppljr'd j 
And, with a fhout that reach'd the firmamenti 
The fign of viftofy to Michael fent- 
At that dfead voice, at that tremendous fbund^ 
The Scine ran back, and Paris trembled rouhd j 74^ 
Through Arden's fable gròves the echòes fpread. 
And favage beafts ili gloomy coverts fled i 
Blaia, and Arli, Rhone's far-winding fhore. 
The Alps, and mount Ghibenna, heard thcf roaf j 
This Rhodan, Soane, Garonna, Rbine confcfs'd > 7 50 
While mothers clafp'd their infanti to the bfeaft. 
Each furious chicf demands the fight to wage. 
And each will foremoft in the lift engagé : 

Ver. 744. At that dread voice, &c.] See VirgU. 
Contremuit nemtts, &c:. 
Et trepida matres preflere ad pe£lora natos« 

ìEn. VIL 

Young mothers wildly ftare, with fears poflèfs'd, 
And ftrain their helplefs infents to their breaft. 
The woods ali thunder'd— ^— DKYbEU. 

VoL, III, Z Their 
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Their claims, fo various, io perplex'd the noofe, 
AppUo's felf could fcarce the bands un^apfci 755;. 
Yet every art king Agramant would try. 
And firfl the Gordian knot of ftrife untij^ 
5ctween the Af^can * and Scythian f Ipf^ 
For beauteous Poralis, by both ador'd. 
The king, by turns, 'W^ould each to reafon beiid> 769 
As prince, as brother, oounfclloi;, aj;id friend v 
But when he faVr that neither would inclina 
T^o truce or peace, or her he lov'd refign. 
Fair caufe of ali their ftrife ! he fought to find 
Some middle courfe, to meet each rivars mind, 7^65 
He meant the damfel ftóulid dgcid^ their loves. 
And name the confort whom her choice approyes^ 
So, at her fovereign bidding, might they ceafe 
Froip further ftrife, and firmly bind the peace. 
Each knight agreed, for each his love believ'd 770, 
With mutuai paffion by the dame rcceiy'd. 
The king of Sarza, who long time had fu'd 
To gain her hand, ere Mandricardo'woo'd; 
Accuftom'd in her prefcnce ftill to live, 
With ^very grace that fits a niaid to give ; 775 

Securely hop'd her fentence would difìnifs 
His jealous pangs, and fix hìs future blifs. 

* RODOMONT. f MaNDRICARDO. 

6 Nor 
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Nor he alone, but thus eàch Pagan thought, 
Who knew for her What deedshis arm had -wrought. 
In tournament and field — not thus (they cry'd) 780 
Should Mandricardo by'her doom abide- 
But he, who love's foft hours with hef had led, 
Whilc Sol on worlds belo^ Iris fplendour Ihed ; 
Who knew what flame her gentle hèart avow'd, 
Laugh'd at the judgmeht of the errìng crowd. 785 

Bcfore his fovereìgn lord each ptct confirms, 
With every folemn form', the ftated tei* ms j 
Then to the dame appeals : \vith downcatft eyes, 
While h^r fair face the bloomy colour dyes, 
She owns her bofom held the Tartar dear : 790 
With wonder ali the foft confeflion hear. 
Fierce Rodomonte as if each fenfc was fìed, 
Scarce dares again exalt his drooping head; 
But when his wonted fury had difpeird - 
The firft furprize and fliame, that filent held 795 
His faltering tongue, he call'd the doom unjufti 
And, fnatching from his fide his fureft truft, 
Before the king and camp the biade he draws. 
And fwears that this {hall win or lofe the caufe ; 
Not the light breath of-woman's waywàrd will, 800 
Who what they Icaft fliould value, favour ftilL 

Z 2 Swifc 
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Swift Mandricardo anfwers to his cali : 

Aft as thou wilt— I ftand prepar'd for ali : 

Yet ere thy fhip the harbour fafcly gains, 

A mighty traft of fca unplough'd rcmains. 805^ 

But Agramant here interposM, and blam'd 

The Sarzan prince, who 'gainft ali order claim'd 

The fight anew — fo far the king prevails. 

He makcs this rifing fury ftrikc her fails. 

Now Rodomont, indignant to fuftain 810 

A two-fold Ihame before this princely train ; 
Firft from his king, to whom his pride gave way^ 
And next his dame, in one ill-omen'd day— 
No longer there will dwell ; but from the band> 
That late in battle own'd his guiding hand, 8 1 5 
Two fquires alone he takes, and fwift as wind 
Departing, leaves the Moorifli tents behind. 
As when the furly bull, o'ercome in fight^ 
Refigns his heìfer for the viftor's right 5 

For 

Ver. 8 1 8. Js when the furly bully—] See Virgil. 
Nec mos bellantes una ftabulare, fed alter 
Vitìus abit, longèque ignotus exulat oris. 
Multa gemens, ignominiam, plagamque fiiperbi 
Viéloris, tum quos amifit inultus amores ; 
Et ftabula fpeótans regnis exceffit avitis. 

Georg. Lib. HI. v, 224. 

Nor, 
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For woods and barren fands he leaves the mead, 820 
Wherc once he us'd the numerous herds to lead ; 
Loudly he roars, as night or day returns, 
While ftill his breaft with inbred fury burns : 
So ftruck with rage, with frenzy, and defpair, 
Goes Algiers' king, rejefted by the fair. 825 

Him good Rogero had prcpar'd with fpeed 
To foUow, and regain his faithful fteed ; 
But foon recalling to his generous mind 
The lift with Mandricardo next defign'd. 
He checks his rein and turns to claim the fight, 830*] 
Ere king Gradaflb next aflcrt his right 
To Durindana, with the Scythian * knight : 
Yet much he griev'd to fee, before his eycs. 
Frontino loft, an undifputed prizc : 

Nor, when the war is o'er, theii' rage expires : 
To diftant vales the vanquifli'd wretch retires ; 
Weeps his difgrace, his conquering rival's boaft, 
Yet more the fair, that unreveng'd he loft ; 
And oft with penfivc looks, as he retreats. 
The parting cxile views his ancient feats. 

Warton, ver, ago, 

♦ Mandricardo» 

Z 3 Though 
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Thougb once his battle with the Tartar fought, 835 

Not long his generous ftecd Ihall rcft forgot- 

But Sacripant, whom no fuch caufe dctain'd, 

For whom no other ftrifc or lift renìain'd. 

In hafte the coxjrfc of Rodomont purfu'd. 

And foon had join'd him, but a chanicc withftoodi 

A fudden chance, that crofs'd him in the way, 84? 

And kept him wand^ringall the live long day. 

By fortune falFn amidft the Scine he fouad 

A haplefs maid, who in the ftrcam had drawn'd, 

^lit that he carne to. give her timely ai4, 845 

I^apt in the flood, ^nd her to land convcy'd. 

Ifle fought his {teed^ but loofen'd from his hancl 

The fteed awaited not his lord's gommand ; 

Ali day he fled, and: fcarce with fetting light 

Refign'd his bridle to the weary'd knight : 850 

Two hundred miles o*er hill and plain he pafs'd j 

But where he found ftern Rodomont at laft. 

And how they m^t, I Ihall. not herc rword> 

With fm^U advantage to CircafEa*s lord ; 

» 
Ver. 844. A haplefs maid,—] This adventure, juff touch'd 
upon here by Ariofto, is nowhcrc elfc mentioned by him, or by 
Bpyafdp? 

Hqw 
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How there he loft hts fteed, and how he fell 855 

in captive bonds — I haften now to teli, 

How fir'd with wrath, before the princes fham'd, 

Againft his mìftrefs and his king inflam'd. 

Far frdm the camp the king of Sarza went. 

And how on both he gave his anger vent. 860 

Where'er the Saracen in frenzy griev'd. 
The ambient air his burning fighs receiv'd : 
In pity Echo from her cavern mourn*d. 
And to his plaints in plaintivc notes return'd, 

O female fex ! (he cry'd) whofe worthlefs mind, 
Inconftant, fhifcs with every changing wind : 86é 
O faithlefs woman, perjur'd andunjuft! 
Moft wretchcd thofe who place ifi thee their truft ! 
Not ali my fervicé try'd, my love exprefs'd 
By thoufand proofs, could in one cruel breaft 870 
Secure a heart, fo foon, alas ! eftrang'd 
From truth like mine, and to another chang'd. 
Nor have ì loft thee now, becaufe my namc 
Is deem'd eclips'd by Mandricardo's fame ; 

Ver. 856. In' captivi bonds — ] In anòther part, mention is 
made of Sacrìpant being vanquifhed by Rodomont at the bridge j 
but no particular account is givcn of that incident. 

Z 4 Nor 
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Nor know I what my fource of woc to cali— 875 
But thou art woman-^that comprifcs ali ! 
O k% accurs'd ! by God and Nature fcnt, 
A deadly bane to poifon man's content ! 
So,hatcful fnakes 'are bred, the wolf ^nd bear 
So haunt the Ihadesi fo nurs'd by genial air 880 
Swarm gnats ^nd wafps, the venom'd infcét-train. 
And tarcs are brcd amidft the golden grain. 
Why could not Nature (foftering nurfe of carth !) 
Without thy aid, give man his happicr birth ? 
As trecs, by hmnan (kill engrafted, bear 885 

The juicy fig, fmooth plumb, or racy pear ? 

ypr. 877. O/ex accurs^d! — ] This exclamatipn of Rodomont 
againft the femalc fex, may recai to ;the n^ind of the readcr die 
refle£tions of Adam on die traofgreffion of Ève, partìcularly thefp 

O ! why did God, 

Creator wife, who peopled higheft heaven ~ "^ 

With fpirits mafculine, create Vt laft 

This novelty on earth, this fair defe(9t 

Of nature, and not fili the world at once 

With mcn, as angels, without fcminine^ 

Or find fome other way to generate 

Mankindrr-^ Par. I<»ost, Book X 

But it muft b<5 franldy acknowledged, that the paflàge of 
Ajriofto is, as too ufual^ debafed by ludicrous images and ex- 
prcfliofts. 

Puf, 



} 
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But, ah ! can Nature aught thàt 's perfeft framc, 

When Nature bears herfelf a female name ? 

' Yet be not hence with cmpty pride o'er-run, 

To think, O woman ! man'is born your fon. 89CÌ 

On prickly thorns appcars the blooming rofe 5 

And fro^ a fetid herb the lily grows. 

Infidiotis, cruel fex ! whofe faìthlefs mind 

No love can influence, and no truth can bind ; 

Ingrate and rmpious, plagues of human kind ! 895 

Complaining thus> the king of Sarza rode, 

Now murmur'd low, now rais^d his voice aloud» 

Heard far and wide j with undiftinguilh'd blame 

At once involving ali the female name, 

Raftì ! unadvis'd ! though fome our anger raife, 900 

For three found ili, a Jiundred merit praifc* 

What if amidft the fair I yet have lovM, 

Not one perehance I met that faithful prov'd; 

Shall 

* Ver, 888, When Nature bears herfelf a female nanu?] Surely 
the poet has carried this conceit to the utmoft, that Nature^ 
being herfelf a fèmale, and confequently imperfedl, .could prò* 
duce nothing pcrfed. 

Ver. 902. ìVhatif amidft the fair,, Ve. 

^re creeping age fiali change thefe locks to grey,'] The 
attachment of Àriofto to the hxx fex, has been (hewn in the ac* 
ppimt pf his life, and appears in yarious parts of his work$ \ and 

thi» 



546 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXVII. 

Shall I the whole with general cenfure blóti 
And not accufe my owri unhappy lot ? ^5 

Such was my chance — if, *midft a huridrcd, one 
Were faichlefs fotindi on her tny choice muft run, 
But ftill I fruft, ere life with years decay. 
Ere crecping age Ihall change thefe locks to grey. 
Some happier hour may yet tny hope renèw, 910 
And fée niy love repaid with love as true. 
Shotild c'cr fuch future blifs my vows befal, 
That faithful flie will make amends for aU : 
While to the height her honours I rehearfe, 
With pen or tongue, in profe, or numcrous verfc. 

The Saracen, who thus his miftrefs blam'd, 916 
A^ ill-advis'd againft his king exolaim'd ^ 
And oft he wifh'd fonie ftorm of adverfe fate 
Might fall unlook'd, to overwhelm his ftate^ 
To make each wretched houfe in Afric mourn, 920 
And to the loweft ftone each pile o*erturn ; 
That Agramant, expeird his realm in grief, 
Mìght rove a nnendicant without relief s 

this paflàge in pardcular, àtnohg iiìany others, feems to prove 
that his love Kad been divided by a number of obje^ though, 
at the (ame time, it likewife feems to prove that he had been 
rather unfuccefsful in the fidelity of his miftieflès; 

Till 
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Till orvce again his prowefs Ihould rettore - 
The exird monarch to the regal power j 9a5 

And in his proof of loyal duty Ihow, . 
What tq a faithful friend a friend muft owe ; ' 
A faithful friend^ wbofe merita ihould receive 
(Though worlds oppos'd) wbate'er his prince could 
give. 929 

The Pagan thus^, as troubled pafllons wrought, 
Now on his king, now on his miftrefs thought : 
He fpuxr'd his fteed, but ne'er to fleep addrcfs'd 
His watchful eyes, nor gave Frontino reft : 
Next day his courfe to Sonna's banks. he fped, 
(That to Provence with winding current led) ^^S 
For Africa once naore to crofs the niain> 
And fee his long forfaken realnas again. 
He view'd the river fiU'd from fide to fide 
With barks and veflels floating on the tide, 
That from afar, with ali provifions ftow'd, 940 

To Pagan bands convey'd the welcome load. 
The country round was fubjeót to the Moors, 
From Paris' walls to Acquamorta's ihores ; 
A pleafmg trad ! and ali from- plain to plain, 
Slretch'd on the right, that reach'd the bounds of 

Sp^i'n, 945 

Now 
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Now from the Ihips rcmov'd, the bufy crowd 
On many a beaft and wain the burthens ftow'd : 
From difFerent parts the banks were covcr'd round 
With well-fcd herds,that graz'd the verdant ground ; 
And near the river divers huts wefe kept, 950 

Wherc ali night long the hinds and drivers flept. 

The king of Algiers here, furpris'd by night, 
"When damps and gloom fucceed departing light, 
Yieids to a country hoft (there born and bred) 954 
Who begg'd him for his gucft at board and bed. 
His fteed difpos'd -, rìch plenty crown'd the board, 
With Grcckifh wines, and wines of Corfù ftor'd ; 
In ali the refi a Moor the Pagan fhow*d, 
But in his drink preferr'd the Gallic mode. 
The hoft, with welcome looks and fumptuous fare, 
Would every honour for his gueft prepare s 961 
Whom by his garb and mien he well divin'd 
A knight of prowefs high, and noble kind. 
But he, at variance with himfelf (whofe heart, 
As if divided from its bettcr part, ^S^S 

Ver. 958. InalltherefiaMoorjScc,'] BythclawofMahomet, 
his yottries are forbidden the ufe of wine ; but the poet, wfao 
meant Rodompnt for ^.charaéler of iqipiety, makes him pay no 
attention to the di£btes of his own religion, and pnly obferve 
the cuftoms of a Moor when they did not combat his paffions. 

Stili 
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Stili to bis miftrefs turn'd) with penfive look 
There fate, nor with a word the filence brpkc. 
Our jolly hoft, who bctter could advance 
His private good than any hoft of France; 
Who, 'midft a land with foreign foes o'er-run, 970 
Prefcrv'd his chattels, goods, and houfe his own 
Had caird, in honour of his noble gueft, 
His friends and kindred to partake the feaft. 
Of thefe none dar'd to fpeak, but gaz'd with awe, 
While mute and fad the Saracen they faw 5 975 
Who fate with head caft down in mournful wifc, 
As if he fear'd to meet a ftranger's eyes. 
Thtìs long he mus'd, «ili from his bofom broke 
A figh, when fudden as from fleep he 'woke j 
Prepar'd to fpeak, his drooping lids he rais'd, 980 
And round the board with look compos'd he gaz'd s 
Then aflc'd his hoft, and next to each apply'd, 
If any there the marriagc ftate had try'd. 
And flumber'd with a confort at his fide. 

He faid ; the hoft and every gueft he found 985 
In wedlock's law to female partners bound. 
He next cnquir'd, if each believ'd his fpoufe 
Had duly kcpt her matrimoniai vows : 

When, 



* » 
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Whcn, fave mine hoft, thcy one and ali declar'd, 
That none with thcm their wivcs' affcétions Ihar'd. 

To this the hoft — Each as he will belicvcs, 991 
But Aire am I that each himfclf deceivcs : 
For this your crcdulous, uxorìous mind, 
. I can but cali you each with dotage blind ; 
And fo no lefs muft fay this noble knight, 99^ 

Unlcfs he means to teli you black for white. 
For as t* cnrich the world has Fate prefcrr'd 
A fingle Phoenix (rare and only bird !) 
So, is it faid, one only man through life 
Is giv'n to 'fcape the falfehood of a wrfe : lOoo 

Each will himfclf that happy mortai caH, 
That hufband fole, who bcan the palm front ali ! 
Yet how can each the boafted treafure own, 
When through the fex no two chafte wives are 
known? 1004 

Like you I tbought, and ftill perhaps had deem*d 
AH women virtuouy, that werc fo efteem'd 5 
But that a gentle fquire, in Venice bred. 
And late for my good fortune hither Icd, 
^Sucil ftories told, ali whìch full well he knew, 
As from my thought the fond dcccption drew, loio 

Francia * 
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Franca Valerio ^as he cs^ird, whofe name 

§hall ever pl^?€ k ^ly r^Fpembrancìe clairn.. , : 

Right was he Icftrn'd in ^qm^^, ^ndl CQuW wclA 

The frauds of nfiafry'd and Tinmarry'^ t^Ì ' 

Tales new^ apd i;a^es long fmc^, of every kii^ i^i§ 

He told; with th.ef^ his qwa expqrie^ce j,QÌii'4 ì 

He fuUy proY'dy of high or few dègipee, 

How vain the hope a virtuous d^t^e to f^ : 

Should ever one feem chafter than the reft, 

'Tis that her art can veil her frailties beft. loOjO 

From thofe (of which fuch number would he teli, 

That fcarce the third in my remembrance dwell) 

One ftory fix'd within my mind remain'd. 

And there engrav'd has Hill its place maintain'd ; 

Which ali that hear (hall like myfelf receive, 1025 

And every falfehood of the fex bclieve : 

And if it pleafe thine ear, I, noble knight, 

To thcir confufion will the tale recite. 

Ver. loii. Francis Valerlch-^l Gian' Francefco Valerio, a 
Venetian gentleman, a great enemy to women : l^e lived in in- 
timacy with the poet, and is mentioned by him with particular 
kindnefs at the beginning of the xlvith Book, and is here 
likewife, by a poetical anachronlfm, made to live in the time of 
Charlemain; and, from his hatred of wonlen, Ariofto puts into 
his mouth this fevere tale againft the Sex. 

What 
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What bcttcr (cry'd the Pagan) canft thou flnd, 
To fuit the prcfcnt tempcr of my mind^ 1030 

Than ftories, whcre cxamples may difplay 
That worthlefs fex^ accuftom'd to betray ? 
Yct, ere thou fpeak'ft, againft me takc thy place. 
So filali I bettcr hcar thce face to face, 

But, in th' enfuing book^ we fec dcclar'd 1035 
What tale for Rodomont mine hoft prcpar'd. 
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RoDOMONT hears from bis hoft the tale of Aftolphdand ]o^ 
cundo, a fevere (àtire upon the fetnale (ex. The chara^i^ 
o£wroKi%n furthor dì(tu(ki. Rodopioiit ll^vfs bis hpft, in4 
purfues his intended journey for Algiers ; but meeting with a 
pleafing fpot, he takes pofleffion of a chapel which the Chrìf- 
tians had deferted, and refolves to fix hisrefidence there. The 
arrivai of Iià|be}la an4 the bcnniti^itb tbe dead body of Zcx- 
bbiQ. 






THE 



TWENTY-EIGHTH BOOK 

o p 

ORLANDO FURIOSO. 

YE derne$, and yc to whom cach dame is dear, 
To this unhallow'd tale refufe an car ; 
A tale mine hoft has caught from lying fame, 
To ftain the luftre of the female naiiie ; 

Yct 

Ver. I, Te damesy &c.] This celebrated t?ile, one of the fc- 
vereftfatires diat was aver written upon the female fex, has been 
imitated by feveral audiors, particularly by the witty Fontaipe, 
the Pri<M: of France. 

Bqileau has comparcd tfais ^lè of Fontabe wìth the Jocondc 
of M. Boufllpn, and net only given the preference to the former^ 
but endeavours to fliew, that for pleafantry of narrative Fontain^ 
is fuperior to the Italia author; at diC} fame time he candidly 
^aks thus of Arlofto. " Donnez, fi vous voulez, à4*Ariofte 
foute la gioire de l'invention; pe luì denÌQns pas le pris qve lui.efl 
juftement dù, pour l'eleg^ce, la nettetè, et la brevtté inimitable 
?iYec laquell^ il dit taat de chofes en fi pin de mots ; ne ra- 

A ^ z b^iflòns 



356 ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXVIII. 

Yct fuch à tonguc alikc in vain cflays 5 

To blot with ccnfure or exalt with praife : 

In blaming othcrs, fools thcir foUy fhow. 

And nnoft attempt to fpcak whcn leaft thcy know. 

Pafs o'cr this part unrcad j the ftory ftands 

Unhurt without it, hor the page demands. io 

What Turpin told before, Ibut rehearfc ; 

No cnvy prompts, no malicc points the vcrfe : 

My bcttcr lines your matchlefs worth havc fhown, 

My loyal faith to ali your fex is known, 

To fcal this truth a thoufand proofs I give, 15 

That ftill in you, and you alone I live. 

baiflbns point malicieufement, en faveur de notre nation, le plus 
ingcnicux auteur des derniers ficcles." Diflbrtation fiir la Jo- 
conde de M. Fontainc. 

It muft be confeflbd, that feveral parts of this tale are highly 
cxceptionable in the originai for licentioufnefs of idea and lan- 
guage ; yet, if we compare the paflàges with other writers of Ae 
early times, we fhall find that Ariofto is by no means entided tò 
cxclufive cenfure. A general groflhefe then prevailed among the ' 
poets, particularly of the humorous kind, as our own Chaucer 
will fufficiently prove; and Spenier, In a later age, will fcarcely 
incur lefs condemnation. The account of Hellenore among the 
Satyrs, is equal for indelicacy to any parts of Ariofto. To this 
we may add, that the poets of a mùch more reiined rime hav© 
given themfelves fuch unjuftifiable liberties, that the fevere eye 
of decency may ifind numerous pafl&ges to cxpunge in Prior,. 
Dryden, andeven Pope himfelf. 

Then 
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Then pafs, or with a carelefs eye furvey, 

Xh* opprobrious tale, the fable of a day. 

But to refumc my tafk — ^when evcry gueft 

A due attention in his looks cxprefs'd, . ao 

Mine hoft oppos'd againft the Pàgan fate. 

And thus began his ftory to rclate, 

Where Lombardy extends her fruitful plain. 
The young Aftolpho held his peaceful reign, 
His brothcfs heir — ^renown*d for eyery grace 25 ' 
Of manly perfon, and the charms of face. 
Scarce could Apelles, Zeuxis, or a name 
More fam'd in art, have fketch*d a lovelier frame. 
Thus frefli in blooming youth the monarch fhone. 
Fair inali eyes, but fairer in his own. ^ ^o 

Much lefs he priz*d his ftate of kingly power, 
His numcrous armies, his exhauftlefs ftore 
Of wealth and friends, in which he far excell'd 
Each boafted prince that ncar dominion held, 
Than beauty's gift, whofe full perfedion rais'd 35 
His form o*er every youth for beauty prais*d. 
Amongft the train that in their prìnce's fight 
Paid daily homage, was a Roman knight, 
Fauftus his name, whom dear the king efteem'd, ' 
And oft with him would boaftbow high he 4eem'd 40 

A a 3 His 
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His perfon's charms, and bade him boldly teli 

If one he knew to match^ much lefs excel 

Sqch manly grace : Thus he in vaunting pride > 

And^ as he little thoughty the knight reply'd. 

O king ! (faid Fauftus) doubtlefs few there are, 45 

Whofe beauty can with Pavia's lord compare > 

But one I know niay urge fo bold a claim, 

My brother he, Jocundo is his name i 

Set him apart, your charms ali charms efface j 

His equal yours, or boaft fupcrior grace, 50 

Aftolpho with furprize thefe words receiv'd. 
And fcarce fuch unexpefted truth believ'd ; 
Then felt a wifh within his bofom rais'd 
To fee this youth unknown, fo highly prais'd ; 
And Fauftus urg*d bis facred faith to plight, 5^ 
To brìng this wonder to his prince's fight. 

Great king ! (the kriight return'd) with truth 1 
fear. 
Hard is the tafk to bring Jocundo herc : 
Plcas'd with his humblc lot aflign'd by Fate, 
Scarce is he known to pafs the city's gate -, 60 

He lives content with his paternal ftore, 
Nor iquandcrs that, aor fecks to gather more-j 

• And 
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And he a$ diftant P^Nrik^i» toirers wóóld dèem^ 

As fome the biiik^ of Tiomanf ley ibeam $ 

But mòft i dfMd tlv* attempi die jòrnh tp tctr 6p 

From her .whofe lore pàrtiktS' hb jojr iinìi ctrc i 

Trh' enamour^d httlbttttd from a wifó to dmif, 

Whole cvery wllh to him ìs more thafi tow i 

Yet, graciotìs kiiig, thy (fervant Ihall obey^r 

And prove each art to fpeed him on hh way^ 70 

The king adds rofyal gifrs to eamtft prayers. 
And fof his tmbzffy the knight preparfcs. 

On wings of zeal obfervant Fauftus flew. 
And foon imperiai Rome arofe In view : 
Then to his brother's humble roof he went> jq 

Told the king's wilh, and gain'd his flow eonfent j 
Implor'd the wife, and check'd each rifing figh 
With thoughta of mighty gifts and honours high 
And for his fake befought her to coniply* 

At length Jocundo fix'd the parting day, 8a 

And (teeds and fervaats hir'd> and fair array : 
To deck his manly form, for oft the gracc 
Of coftly vetk improves a beauteous face. 
Meanwhile with iieaving breaft and flowing tears 
The dear companion of his life appears ; S5 

A a 4 Vows 



1 



\ 



:l 



j6q ORLANDO FURIOSO. B. XXVIII; 

Vows that his abfence fhe ihàll ever mourn> 
. And ncYcr live to fcc his wHh'd return. 

^èafe> my lov'd fpoufe (the tender hufband cries> 
While cqual forrows trìckle from his'eyes) 
Ceafe H^y dcar plaintSj fo Fortune fpeed my way, 
As but two months I my return <lelay» 91 

Nor Pavw's proflTer'd crown ihould bribe my 
r \ lohger ftay. 
Ah me ! (fhe figh*d) and muft I thcn fuftain 
Such length of abfence> fuch an age of pain ? 
Ah no ! the grave will firft my portion be, 95 

Thefe fading eyes no more their lord fhall fee : 
Then welcome, death ! — ^To forrow thus a prey. 
Food flie rejefts, and groans the night away ; 
Touch'd with her grief he lifts his cyts to Heaven, 
Oft fighs, and oft repents his promife given. 100 

. Now from her lovély neck a crofs fhe drew, 
Thick fet with precious gems of various hue, 
Which once a pilgrim of Bohemia bore, 
When fìck, rcturning from Jud«a's fhorej 
Her lire the drooping flranger entertain'd^ 105 

And at his death the hallow'd relick gainM : 
This crofs fhe bcgg'd him at his neck to wear, 
'And in his mind her dear remembrance bear. 
'' ' With 
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'With Joy the youth is feen the pledge to take, 
>fot for memoriale but the giver's falce 5 i io 

Since neither time nor place hÌ3 faith could moye> 
Nor fortune, good or HI, difperfé his love; 
Nor could her ioiagc from his thought depart. 
Or death's ftrong gra{p divide it from his heart. 

On that black evening, which fore-ran the day 115 
That her lov'd confort fummon'd on his way, 
Increafing grief her tender foul opprefs'd. 
And oft Ihe fainted on her hufband's breaft. 
Not once they clos'd their eyes ; no tongue can teli 
How oft they kifs'd, how oft they bade farewel; 120 
Till brcaking from her foft embrace he fled. 
And left her drown'd in forrow on the bed, 

Scarce two fliort miles he journey'd, ere his mind 
Recaird the trcafure to his care confign'd. 
The precious crofs, which in his thoughtlcfs hafte 
He left behind beneath his pillow plac'd, 126 

Ah me ! (he cry'd) how fitly fhalll frame 
A fair pretence to mitigate the blame ? 
Well may my wife my loyal truth fufpeét, 
Her gifts and love repaid with fuch negleft. ija 
He knew 'twere vain, with cold excufe to fend 
A menial fervant, or a nearer friend : 

Himfelf 
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Hìmfelf in perfori muft return to prove 

His faith untaintedj and her doubts remove* 

He rein'd his fteed> and cryM-**My Fauftus, go ijf 

Tow'rds Pavia's court with gcntlc fteps and flow> 

I muft ag^n to Rome, but (hort my ftajr, 

Soon (hall my fpced o*crtakc you on the way : 

No other can iupply my wants— He faid j 

Thcn bade adieu, and turnM his courfer's head : 140 

Alone he crofs'd old Tyber*s yellow ftrcam, 

What time the fhade retir'd fróm Phoebus' beam : 

Whcn, haftening home, he found the darling ifaìr 

Faft lock*d in fleep (fo poignant was her care !) 

The curtain with a cautious hand he drcw, 145 

And vieVd what little there he thottght to view 1 

For, lo ! his chafte, his faithful fpoufe he found 

In wanton flieets, with amorous fetters bound, 

Clafp'd by a youth, in whofe adulterous face 

He knew the author of his foul difgrace : 1 50 

A low-born hind defird his mafter's bed> 

Whofe hand had rear'd him> and whofe bounty fed« 

Think what amazement chill'd Jiis curdling blood, 

As fix'd in ftupid gaze he fpcechlefs ftood : 

Ne'er may your foul, by fad experience, know 155 

The cruel anguifli of Jocundo's woe, 

Ragc 
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Ragc urg'd him on to draw the fword, and take 
A juft revcngej but Love, that ftill could wakc, 
For this ingrate, foft feelings in his breaft, 
Spitc of himfelf the threatcning ftroke rcprefs'd. i6o 
/ AU-powerfuI Love, that from his anger fav'd 
Her forfeit life, fo far his heart enflav'd. 
He feàr'd to chace the flumber from her eyes. 
And with the Ihock her tender foul furpfife, 
Silent the rooni he Icft, with filent fpeed 165 

The ftairs defcendcd, and regain'd hi$ fteed i 
Góaded by grief, he goads his fiery beaft. 
And joins his brother ere the hour of reft. 

Ali mark*d his change of cheer, his mournful look^ 
That fome ne^ anguifh at his heart befpoke ; 17 a 
Yet none, amidft fo many, e*er divin'd 
The fccret -caufe that rankled in his mind : 
Ali knew he left them to return to Rome,, 
But he had made a trip to Cuckoldóm. 

Ver. 174. But he had made a trip io Oiciold^n.} The 
Italian is, 

' ■ " ' "g ito era a Comete :— 
Cometo, the name of a place near Rome. The word like- 
wi|fe means Cuckoldom ; but the humour of the originai, arifing 
fròm tl^e doublé meaning of the word, could not be preferved in 
the iMe manner in the tranflation. 

Each 
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Each dccm'd that love lay fcftering in his thought, 
But none could teli how love his forrow wrought. 176 
His brothcr decm'd he moufn'd iiis confòrt Icft 
Of comfort and focicty bereft ; 
But he had difFcrcnt motives to complain, 
Her too much company had caus'd his pain. 180 
He fighs, he wceps, while Fauftus to his grief 
(The caufe unknown) can yield no kind rclief : 
In vain he feeks the healing balm to pour ; 
What hand can hcal, that cannot probe the forc ? 
The healing t>alm is rankeft venom found, 185 

Which more inflames, and wider makes the wound. 
His confort's once-lov'd name diftrads his breaft, 
His appetite is gonc, and loft his reft ; 
While thpfe fair features, that fo late might claim 
The prize of beauty, feem'd no more the fame: 190 
With dcep-funk eyes, and large projeóting nofe, 
With wither'd flefh, a fkcleton he fhows ; 
And, bred from grief, a fever on the way 
At Arbia and at Arno forc*d his ftay, 
Till loft thofe charms that once fuch fame had 
won, 195 

Like gather^d rofcs fading in the fun. 

9 Though 
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Though Fauftus, touch'd with dcep regret, per* 
ceiv'd 
His brrother^s wocful Hate, no Icfs he griev'd 
To think the prince, to whom his faith he ow'd, 
Should doubt his truth for praife fo ili beftow*d- 200 
He promis'd one of matchlefs form and face. 
And one he.brings depriv'd of every grace : 
Yct with Jocundo ftill he journey'd on, . 
Till now they enter'd Pavia's regal town : 
But, fearful of difgrace, the Roman knight 205 
At firft declin'd to meet Aftolpho's fight, 
Till to the king by letter he reveard 
That dire difeafe, and fome diftrcfs conceard, 
Prey'd on his brother's ruin*d health, defac*d 
His fofy bloom, and laid each beauty wafte. aio 
Aftolpho, gracious prince, well pleas'd tò hear 
The man he long'd fo much to fee was near, 
Refolv'd his nobleft welcome to cxtend. 
And greet Jocundo as his deareft friend. 
No envy in his generous breaft was known, 215 
To find a beauty that excell'd his own 5 
Since, but for pale difeafe, full well he knew 
His rival's charms muft every charm fubdue. 

Superb 
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Superb apartmcnts to the youth he givcs. 

And t)nly in Jocundo's prcfcncc livcs ; 2%q 

His wifhcs to prcvent ali meahs zppììc^. 

And cvcry way to do him honour trics ; 

Whik he, unbleft, in languor waftcs his lifc, 

Lamcnting ftill the falfebood of his wifc : 

Nor fong, nor dance, nor mufic's fprightiy ftrains, 

Can drown rcmenibrancc, or afluage his pains. 2ij6 

In thefe apartmcnts of the regal dome, 
An ancient hall was next his lonely room. 
The room >vhcre oft rctir'd in gricf he pines. 
And ftiow?, and games, and company declines 5 ^30 
Broods o'er the dced that robb'd his foul of reft. 
And adds new fcorpions to his tortur'd brcàft i 
Yet, ftrange to teli ! a balfam bere he found, 
Of fovereign power to clofe bis rankling wound. 

Far in the hall, whcrc artificial night, 23 j 

With Windows evcr cios'd, expell'd the light, 
A chink appcar'd, and thfQ' the mouldering 6aw^ 
Whence carne a fccblc ray, he thought he faw 
What few would bear, and fewer would beljeye, 
Nor from anotber would himCelf receivc. 240 

There, tJiro' the cq)cning chink, reveaPd was feen 
fhc fccret ch^mber of Aftolpbo's qucen ; 

A facrecj 
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A jTacred privacy to i^U dcny'dj 

But tbofe m whQffi th^ fair QQV\à wdl confida : 

Herc^oft Aftòlpho'u bcw<;ePMs cpufprt %€, ^45 

Forgetful pf Ur l^d .md regaJ ft;»tfj 1 

And fere he view'd a dwtrf pf Hidepos face. 

And Ihapir uncopth, the waaton làir embrac^, 

Stfwk with the fight, yct dQybting what he 
. yiew'd, 
As in a trance awhije Jocundo ftood : q,c^ 

^ijt, wh«n conym'à^ aio ionger cpwld he deem 
ThQ fighe th' illyfion Pf ^p idk dr^ip s 
Ye gods } (he c^y'd) c^n fte refign hpr eharf?)$ 
To the rude clafp of fpch 4 ipyèr's ar«i5 ? 
A queen, vhofc Jord with ^^qry gifc is crow^'d, ^55. 
In form un,rivajrd, ^ ia w<wth .renpwn'd ! 
Ileiedìoo, that befofe fp paJflM his heart, 
Now took, by fll>w 4€gre€|$| hi^ cqnjtprt's part^ 
Whftt thjOiigh Ih^ foiJght ^ y^WJg g^laqt to find, 
Per fault .was bue the fai^t pf ali ber kind j 360 
Whpfe favour^ QPije pwW «ver iìngly p^ve 1 
And if.dcfirc pf chauge h^.bre^ft cauld move, 
At leaft no naoufter bad e^^jpy'd ber Ipve, 

N.ext day, returning aj: th' accuftonri'd hoyr, 
If e fpupd the lov? jrs |)uiy'4 as befpre ; 265 

.: Stili 
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Stili fearlefs of furprizc, the dwarf and dame 
The king difhonour'd with the decd of fhamc : 
Day foUowing day thcir mutuai vigour provcs. 
And Sunday was no fabbath to their loves» 
Yet moft he marveird that the fair complain*d, ayo 
And thought th' ill-lhapen cub her charms difdain'd.. 
One morn, when to the friendly chink he canne^ 
He found difToly'd in tears the amorous dame ; 
Who twice already, by her trufty maid, 
Had caird the dwarfi and ftill the dwarf delay'd. 275 
Again ihe fent : her maid thefe tidings brought : 
The dice, my lady, take up ali his thought 5 
And rather than forego his gain at play. 
He dares your graciou» Aimmons difobey» 

At this ftrange fight Jocundo chang'd his cheer. 
No more his cheeks receiv*d the falling tcar s a8o 
Joy lights his eyes, the clouds of gricf are o*er. 
And what his name imports, he looks once more ; 
His manly front refumes it3 wontcd grace. 
And angel beauty brightens in his face. 285 

The king, his brother, ali the court, confefs 
The wondrous turn j but none the caùfe can guefs. 

Ver. 283; And what his name ìmports^^^'] The word Gio- 
cando in the Italian iignifies cheerful, jocUnd: 

If 
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ìf from the youth the monarch long'd to know 

What fudden comfort had afluag'd his woe, 

Not lefs thfc youth the ftcret wifli'd tó teli, 290 

And to thè king his injùriéS' reveal ; 

Yet wiird he Ihould for fuch àtrocìoué faft, 

Like him, rio vengeancé from his wife exaék i 

Then by a facred vow the prince he ty*d, 

Whate'er his ear receiv'd, òr eye defcry*d, 295 

Though the dire triith depriv'd his foul of reft, 

Though in th* oiffence feìl treafon ftood cònfcfs'di 

That, foon or late, he never would cfngage 

The guilt to puniih, but reftrain his rage^ 

Nor let a Angle Word or decd evince joo 

Thè crime deteóted bfy an injui-'d pfince; 

Thè kihg, whò little dreamt his wrong fùftain'd, 
By folemn plighted vow himfelf rcftrain'd^ 
Jocundo then begah the taufe to flioWi 
Whencé ficknefs, fpruftg from foul-confUmìnig Woe, 
Prey'd on his health ; and how his wife, debaà*d 306 
To fordid luft, had with his flave difgrac'd 
Her hufl)and*s bedj how, near his death, he found 
An uncxpeded falve to clofe the wound : 
And know, O monarch l to my fecret grief 310 
Thy palace has fupply'd the ftrange relief s 

Voi., m. B b Fo* 
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For while I oiourn'd uxy fortune» chance dUclos'd 

A mightier C9r tO icqual fate «xpos'd. 

He faid> and co che pl^cetbemoii^fch dretr^ 

That gave his hideoua rivai to hU vieWi 31$ 

Whofe charai^ had taught ìm faithfuji wife cq j'ttìd. 

And now was ploughing in «motber'ft iield. 

Thcrc nccd» oot hcre an oath t' eoforce belkfj 
If {Uffen*d ac che fighe widi rage md g^ief 
The monarch ftood, while fqarcdy he reprcfs'd 310 
The riùngled pafiìoh firuggUng in hb boeaft : 
As one diftraught of everjr fenfe he far'd» 
With open lipc for ifluing words f«c|)ar'd : 
hnt foon remembrance of his vow repell'd 
The rifing tpmpcft cb^t wìtHi/i .rebeird. gaj 

Theh to Jocundo— Say, what coyrie rert»in$? 
Direól: me^ brother^ fince thy will reflrains 
My juft refen^ment^ and fprbiHs chis haad 
Xo take the juft revenge my wrqngs dem^nd. 
f aith (faid Jo^undo) let ùs thcfe forfirfce, 33<> 

And prove if othcrs more refiftanCe mafcci 
Widi every art affali the wedded fair. 
And plant on othcrs brows thefruits we beàn 
What wòman fhall our form ai>d rank difdaiaj 
When fuch-l^fe paranoours can grace obtaki? 33^ 

Grjuit 



Gtant that fometimes wt yotjth ^d beauty (4K 
The power of riche» cvcr £bail pi-eyail : 
Nor let US b^e return^ tìU lejxiale fmilesi 
Won fram a th(>uraii4j cr^Wn ftur wiioroys to^|s# 
Long ab/cncc, vbile in 4b;:cign Japjd? i?^? ^oa^m^ 340 
Yo prove tbat virtnc, tó p\y cpft at b9nie 
So fully prov'd, rQs^ foyercign balm ini(part 
To foothe the àqguUb o( ap injur'd hea^ t. 

The kjng a0c;pts, ^nd for th* intcp^ed ^^ 
With fp^cd prcparps, jmpaCient o£ ^?lày. 345 

Through ftuUful IXfAy th^ir qqwfc they biea4 i 
Two pages only pn their-fteps attend* 
And lìow they léft the foft Itallap land, 
To vifit Flandcrs> France, and AlbÌQn''s ftrand* : 
Frce to their love tbcy fpund eacb melting f^jr, 3551 
And found the lovclieft pft the kindeft iieere : 
And while on fomc they coftly £ifts t)e|low'd* 
To othcra bqunty ^qual gifts they ow'd. 
With fiege of warm entrcaty foi^ie they y^onj 
And othcrs pray'd themfelyes to be yndope. 3^5 
Here pne fhort month^ th^re two the loyers n[Udc 
Their amorous ftay, and every proof eflay'd ; 
While, like their virtuqus wives, eac}i fendale ty'd 
In nuptid fctters with thcjr fuit comply'd. 

B b a At 
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At Icngth both tir'd, whcre both alikc purfuc 360 
Incrcafing dangcrs with advcnturcs «ew, 
Confcious what mifchicfs oft on thofc await 
Who knock toc frequent at thcir neighbour's gate i 
Now dccm*d it bcft to feek fome gcntle fair, 
Whofe charms, by turns, might eithcr's paffion (bare, 
For cach had trfày and try'd in vain, to prove, 366 
A female conftant to his fmgle love. 
Sincc ftill fome other muft partake my bed. 
The place be yours, my friend (the monarch faid). 
Of ali the fex this certain truth is known, 370 

No woman yet was e*cr content with one : 
Then let us with fome female friend enjoy 
A blifs unmix*d with jealoufy's alloy ; 
So. filali our moments roU in fportive éafe, 
Nor filali our lore difturb another's peace. 375 

What better fortune can a woman claim, 
Than two fuch hufbands to return her flamc ? 
And while to one no wife will conftant prove, 
Yet furely two muft gratify her love. 

Thus fpoke Aftòlphos and the Roman youth 38Q 
Àpprov'd what then he deem'd the voice of truth. 
At length the Spaniards ampie realm they gain*d, 
Whcre what they fought, Valenza's feats contain'd ; 

A daughter 
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A daugjiter of their hoft, of low degree, 

Of manners mild, of featupes fair to fee j 38.5 

On her they frx*d-t-for onher blooming face • • 

The fpring of yoytb difFus'd its carlicft grace. 

With her the fire a nutnerous ofFspring:rear'd, 

And thoughts of pining poverty he fear^d; 

He faw his tneans finali portion could previde, 390 

And few, he knew, would talee a dowerlefs bride : 

Hence to thcir wifh he yields. without delay 

His daughter'^ charms, the folace of their way 5 

And on their love and plighted faith relies, r 

To treat with tender care their geatle prize. jj5 

They take the datnfel; and in friendfhip prov.e ^ 

The amorous warfare of alternate love. 

The Spanifh regipn thence they traversM o'cr. 

And pafs'd the realms of Syphax to explore. 

At noon they from Valenza took their way ; 400 

Zattiva clos'd the labours of the day. 

The ftrangef s here, às ftrangcrs ever do, 
Proceed the wonders of the place to view i 
Wbere many a coftly dome demands their praife. 
And rev^rend fanes their admiration raife. 405 

Ver. 399. —the realms rf Syphax — ] By the realms of Sy- 
ph^ &e ppet iQeaiis part of the kingdoiaof Africa» 

B b 3 Mcantin^jB 
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Meantimc tire damfel fccs, froih ròòixi td róOtìA^ 
Afl ready for her lòrds rcturning home : 
Some fpréad the eòuch, fomè tend ftnà féed with crfré 
The wcaricd flrèeds, and fome the mcal prepare. 

It (jharic'd, that biified thus, the fair 6ht (pfd 4IQ 
A youth, who oft had flumber'd by hér fide 
Ih happicr days, whèn with her father pUc'd, 
H^ livM a menial by her bounty gf at'd. 
Each other wel'l they knew, but feàf 'd to f^t^i 
Left fquint fulj^icioh on thejr Wòrds (hdùld brèafe, 41 j 
But, ali thè réft retir'd, thè lovérs mèèt^ 
And, from dlfcorery fafe, each èthèr gf èet. 
The youth dcmands her whkher ihe Mra^ bótìhd. 
And whicjì, of either lord, ber favòur fourid? 
Flamnfictta o\^n*d the truth, for fbch thè name 42^ 
The damfel bore,- from Greèce herltìVèr carne, 

, Ah me ! (he cry'd) when Fortune feém'd to gite 
The long'd-for day with thée injoy to Iiye> 
My deq.r Flaitìmétta feèks a foreign Ihore, 
And wretched I muft nc'er behold her more, 411 
Thou gó'ft— -and others bave th^ charms poffefs'd| 
Swèet love is tufh'd to potfòn ih my breaft : 
In iraìn I hop^d, while ftill I ftrove to fave 

Mj pi$ta»ce, t^A'd by what eadb ftnmgcr gftv*, 

Yfìth 
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With thce my flendbr f<yrcunc tu Rivide, 436 

And from thy father's hand receive ipy beauteom 
bride. 

The forrowing falr-óne clafp'd him tb her breaft. 
And mourn'd his fruitlefs fuit fo late addrefsM* 
Sore wept the crafty Greek, tód, with a figh^ 
Can'ft thou, inhùman, lèt thy lovcr die ? 435 

Give me, at leaft, ere we for ever part, 
T* allay the flame that preys upon my hcart ; 
One moment paft in thy belov'd embrace, 
Will make me death without complaining face. 
Not lefs my wifli (the amorous girl replies, 440 
Confenting paffion fparkling in her eyes) 
But how, with fpies furrounded, can we prove 
Our mutuai warmth, and give a loofe to love ? 
Ah ! (faid the Greek) too well convinc'd I know, 
Did half my ardour in thy boibm glow, 445 

Thy wit would ev'n this night fomé means employ^ 
To fnatch at kaft a momentary joy. 
In vain (Ihe anfwers) much-Iov^d youth, you fue, 
Sincc I each night repofe between the two. 
Weak is th' cxcufe (the plaintìve Grcek rejoin'd) 450, 
Yqv if thpu fiferft' my woe, thy genti? ttìi^d 

B b 4 ^ WÌU 
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Will yield rcHef, ?ui(J,: fpitc of ali, rernow 
'VVhatc'er may fecm t* oppofc the fuit of love. 

Awhile (he paus'd ; then, fmilìng, bade hìm come^ 
Whilc ali were flumbering, tp the wifli*d-for room j 
Dbfcrib'd theway^and tàught whatcourfetptakcj 45é^ 
How, undifcover'd^ his^rcturn to makc. 

\Vell pleas'd he heard, and when the drowfy god 
jSad laid on evcry eye his potent rod, 
He feeks her door, with long ^nd filent ftf-i4es j 46^ . 
The door admits himj fjowly in hp glìdes ; 
Firm on his hindnaqft fpot while he ftays ; 
The othcr, rais'd, with cautiaus ftealth eflays 
A forward ftpp j ajid wide Jii? hands are fpread^ 
Qn ejther fide to find th' expefted bed. 465 

He reach'd the fcct^ and made his artful w^y 
Bcneath the cpvering where Flannmetta lay. 

Soon as the Greek, the night's fhort bleffing o*er^ 
Returning fccks the way he canie befòre, 
And Phoebus' bearns to light the eaft bcgin^^ , 470 
Fiammetta rifing lets the pages in. 

Now with his friend the king preparcs to jeft : 
Bxother (he cry'd) it fits you fure to rèft : 
Some leifure njuft recruit your weary fprite^ 
Tir'd wkh the watching of fp long a night. 475 

Jocundx^ 
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Jocundo then repliés in taunting vcia :\ 
Repofe be yours, fince you the toìl fuftain t . 
¥ou ufe my wjords-^fair reft betide your grace> 
As to the huntfman weary'd in the chace. 
I ! (faid the king) I would in truth havc try'd 480 
The lovcr's fiiit, but found my fuit deny'd. 
Again Jopundo thus-r-Your flave am I, 
*Tis yours to break, or with our. tcrms comply : 
5ut fuch difput^ or taunts there needed none; ^ 
You might havc chid my love, and clainì'd your 
own. 485 

. Words foUow words, repliès fucceed replies, 
Till oft repcated jcfts, grown ferious, rife 
To harih debate : they cali the girl to clear 
The doubtful truth : the girl, with confcious fear, 
Steps treinbling fbrth, commanded to revcal 490 
What each alike feem'd earneft to conceah 
Declare (with ftcrn regard the monarch cry*d) 
And fear not evil fliall thyfelf betide, 
Which of US two, fo long in love's delight 
Ufurp'd with thee the plcafures of the night ? 495 

Impatient both await the girl's reply. 
And hope her words wiU fix on one the lye : 

Fiammetta, 
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Fiammetta^ lowly praftrMc on thè ground^ 

Óf lìfe defpainilg finocher fault Was found, 

Implor'd forgivenefs, and with uara confefs'd, 506 

That, urg'd by love, whléh long had ftfzf'd her breafl: 

Some pit7 on a fàithful fwaìn to tàke^ 

Who years had.figK'd, and figh'd but for hcr ikkd, 

That night ihe gavc the tender frailtjr way. 

In hopea one eitor would alike betrajr 505 

lE^ach nobk lover that befìde hcr lay* 

Thné flie : Jocundo and the king amasr'd 
Long on each other's face in filence gaz'd : 
Ne'cr had they hcard^ nor throùgh the world belìev*d 
Two like themfelves by femsle guile dcceiv'd. jid 
Now fudden mirth the place of ^iiionder took. 
And cither's fide convulfire lànghtcr flibòk 
With peals fo lotid^ that fcarcely còuld thty^breatheji 
But funk exhaufted on the couch ben€aUi« ^14 

So much they laugh'd, thfiiir boibm^ ak'd with paia» 
Nor conld their eycs th* gufliing t6ar» reftrain : 
At length they faid-^Whàt man fhall bope to ftay 
His wife from wandcring the forbiddén w^y ? 
Since wc, in one fame bcd, fo clofely j<>in'd, 
^etween uà bpth m vaii^ this lafs confin'd ? 520 

WcrQ 
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Were tìuitterous %% hi» haìjrs a hvfband's cy€% 

A wife's deceìt ^auld cveiy watch furprife, 

A thoufand womeii we beforc have try'd, 

Yet foumi tìK^t oìle òuf amórdus ftiit deny'd. 

A fecdnd thbuftnd like the fifft wovild fall t 5^5 

But this Jaft prorof may well flifficé fot alU 

Then ceafé we tmtt tó blative ouf matcs, or Anà 

Their thoughtt tóft ch*ftt fhati thofe of ali their kind j 

And Ance tKey bbth are virtuous as the beil, 

tjtx m return ànd Uve with thcm at reft. 53» 

Thi$ pòint rcfolv^d, thcy bade tht lovter come^ 
(Caird by Flahiriictta) to reccivc his doom. 
Wìth many a Witncft p'refent, for his bride 
They gave the girl, wi'th ampie gifts befide ; 
Then both return'd contented to their wivea, 5 jj 
And led in peace.the renninarìt of their live*» 

à 

Here ceas'd mine hoft his ftory to rekte, 
While every gueft ^ith mute attèntion fetc : 
' Nor yet the Pagan khighf his filenèe broke ;, 
At length, the tale concluded, thus he ipoke, ^40 

What 

Ver. 537. fiere ceas'd mne %^— ] '^*^ J^i^g^ ^ Còpied 
by Spenfer, in his aceocmc ef ùìt SqoijK of Daitifes, vAdà nò lefs 
feverity on the feir fex, vàiest tbife iJjtSit rrfatea, A» tif^vel- 
^g ^ough die ^wM » fisupch <£ a ^BoSet i/rcHAaii) Ite finds 

only 
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Wh^ varìous frauds^ of cvciy artful name» 
The wily heart o( womankind can fraine ! 
Not ali the power of human wit can teil^ 
The thaufandth part in which the fex excel. 

But one of graver years» and revercnd mien, 545 
And better judgcnent, at the board was feén ; 
Who inly wroth to hear the beaùteous race 
Th|ii$ róughly treatcd by a tongue fo bafe> 
And co^lcious of their worth,. in fecretburn'di 
And to the vile defanier thus retiirh'd. 550 

"S^hat cruel flanders cvcry day fupplies ! 
Detefted tales— but thmc the worft of lyes ! 

only duee to rejèA bis fuìt^ thiiis h|inioio|ifly charafterìfed by 
thepoet* 

The firft that tfaen refiifed me ((aid he) 

Certes, was but a common courte£me| 

Yet 9at refiis'd to bave a«do widi me, 

Becaufe I could not give ber many a jane : 

(Tbcrcat foli heartily laugb'd Satyrane) 

The fecond was a boly nun to cbc^ 

Which would not let me be ber cbapeUane, 

Becauiè {he knew (ihe faid) I would difclofe 
Her counfel if (he (hould ber truft in me repole. 

The tbird a damfel was of low degree, 

Whom I in country cottage found by chance 

Full litde weened I, diat charity 

Hadlodging in io mean a maintenance : 

Save ber, I never any woman found 

That cbaftity did for itfclf embi^ioe, &c. 

Fairy Qu££K, B. ni. C. vii. St. 58, 

Whoe'cr 



B. XXVIII, ORLANDO FURIOSO. 381 

Whoe'er thy aùthor be, though on his tonguc. 
Ih othcr points, cv'n gofpcl truths wer»e hung j 
Not fair experiencc of the fcmalc kind, 555 

But fome ofFence late rankling in his mind, 
Urg'd him to fpcak -, his hatrcd of a few, 
On ali the fex fuch blanne unjuftly threw. 
But let his wrath fubfide, ^and foon your car 
Would more their pràifes than their cenfur« hear- 
For one to blanne> his lips nnìght nuniber o*er 561' 
A hundred wòmen fam'd for vìrtuous lore : 
Then ceafe to rail at ali— ìf one has fwcrv'd 
From honour's laws, whichthoufands have prefcrv'd. 
And lìnee thy friend Valerio other taught, 565 

Not judgment fway'd, but paffion warp*dhisthought. 
Say, which of you, in nuptial union ty'd, 
Has never from his confort ftept afide ; 
And, when occafion caird, refus'd to tafte 
Forbidden pleafures, or his fubftance waftc 570 
On alien charms ; while, fave th' abandon'd crcw 
Of hireling loves, no women mcn purfue ? 
Is there a hufband will not leavc his home 
(Though fair his wife) for other joys to roam ? 
Let fmiling Jove, fron) wife or maiden, try 575 
With gifts to bcnd, what virtué would dcny ? 

To 
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To pleale the (ex what Iwtr will refu&i 

Or ftop hÌ3 car whett charming \9^oman fues Ì 

And ofc^ I fear^ from Tome iiijurìaus caulè^ 

The fair are kd t' infrioge the nuptial lai|^$ ; 5S0 

Perchance, their beauty view'd with fined fje^ 

They fee their lords to ipreign beauties % : 

Love claìms return— what w^ to pt^crs giy^^ 

Wc claim in equa! meafur^ to recciyc. 

Could I a ftàtute frame, each gyilty wifc, 585 

In finful c<Hnnierce found^ fliould yidld her Jjfe^ 

Unlefs fh^ ckarly to the wflrid could prove^ 

Her confort had indulg'd unlawful love ^ 

But this once prov'd, the dan^e ^bfp)y'4 ÌUquW he, 

From courtjs, and fro^ì her loi:d's refcntment €ree : 

For Christ has tanght— ^^ To othersnever do^ 591 

That which yourfelves would wilh undo!^ tp ypu/' 

Yet ftill incpntinence, if this wc cali 

Weak woman's critne^ ì$ i(iot the crijoie of $41. 

Ver. 591. For Chri/t has taught^J The ci^om of i»- 
troducing rdigious aphorifins, or aUufions tp j!^^ lof $^rvn^ 
in compofitions Gv^n of tbe ftmiliar kind, va? cjpinixyon withtte 
writers of the early ages. Ouf Chaucer abounds vnAi fuch in- 
ftanccs, and many may be found in Shakelpeare ; mrhieh paflàgis 
vepre not then deemed exceptionaUe^ nor, ^t is 4>»d?lUlf^ g?^* ' 
cjBFence to tbe 9ÌP# ^* 

X Bue 
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But eveA in thiji oiir fcx's guilt is moft, 595 

Since not a man of chaftìty can boaft : 

Ali crimes are hi», and crimes of dccpeft dye, 

Ufurious griping, pillag^, blafphemy. 

And crimfon murder — — crinoes^ though rarelf 

known 
To woman's fex, familiar to our own. 6oor 

Here the juft fage his weighty reafons clos'd ; 
And many a fair example had propos'd 
Of virtuous dames -, but wìth avertcd car 
The Pagan king, who loath*d the truth to bear, 
Aw'd him with threateninggUnce and brow feverc, 
Yct whilc in dread the fage from fpeech refrain'd, 606 
The truth unlhaken in his foul remain'd. 

The Sarzan princc here bade the conteft cealè^ 
Then left the board^ and hop'd to refi: in peace 
Till dawn of day : but ali the fleeplefs night^ 610 
He mourn'd his «hangeful miftxefs* cruel flight ^ 
And thence departing with the morning retyi 
Refolv'd by ftiip to take his future way ; 
Yet, like a champion, who with prudent heed 
O'erwatches ali, attentive for his ftced, 615 

Tiiat ftccd fo good, fo fair, which late he bore 
Froiti Sacripant and from Rogero's power i 

And 
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And confciou? that for two Mrhole days he prcfs'd 
Too far the mettle of the geiieroiis beafti 
He fix'/d down Sonna's ftream a bark to take^ 6 IO 
For fpced, for cafe, and for Froiitino'is fafcc. 

He bade the ready boatman from the fh^ore 
The cable loofe, and ftretch the dafhing oar : 
Before the wind the veflel lightly glides^ 
And the fwìft ftream with fwifter prow divides : 62^ 
But Rodomont in vain^ on land or wave^ 
From cruel care his anxious breaft would fav^ : 
He mounts his fteed^ it follows clofe behind s 
He faìU the bark^ it breathcs in every wind I 
Stili in his foul the fatai inmate dwells^ ^30- 

And every hope or comfort thcnce expels ; 
While he, alas ! with cruel anguifh pain'd, 
Confcious his inmoft fort the foe has gain'd^ 
i^xpeéts no friendly hand can aid import, 
While felf-confuming thoughts diftraót his heart. 
AH day and night, the liquid road he prefs'd, 6;^$ , 
His king and miftrefs rankling in his breaft: : 
In vain from fhore or bark he hapes relief, 
Nor fhore nor bark can foothe his rageof grief. 
Thus the fick patient fccks t' affuagc his pain, 640 
While the fìercc ferer throbs in every vcin ; 

2 From 
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From fide to fide he fliifts his place by turns, 
But unremitting ftiil the fcvcr bura8« ^ 

Tir'd with the ftreath^ again he fòught theftrand. 
And pafs'd Vienna and Valenza's hmd. 645 

The walb of Lyons ne« the Pagan view'd^ 
And whecé Avignon's bridge fttipendous ibood. 
Thefc towns, and more^ of fembl^nce rich and gay, 
That 'twixt th' Ibcrian hills and rìver lay, 64^ 

Paid to the Monarch-Moor * and kirig of Spain 
Allegiance due, as lorda of that domain^ 
Won by theif bands from Gallia's fhrsnking réìga^ 
Thence oa the right^tx> Acquamort he bends, 
An4 ilraightfor Àfrìc's reakn his courfe intends; 
Till ncar a river he a town furvey^d, 6§^ 

Which Ceres once and purple Bacchus iway'di 
Compeird thcir favourite dwclling tò fbregc^ 
From' cruci inroads of a barbarous fòe : 
Here fmik the fields, there roars the furgy main. 
And bright in vallies gleams the golden grain. 660 

♦ Agramant. 
Ver* 648. The/i tmxms^ and morey &c.} By d)e rìver, he flieaas 
AeRhod^; by^Iberìan hSk, hft means the hills Jubaldo in 
Spain ; by which he would infèr, that Agnunant and Marfilius, 
after die laft defeat of Charles, had made themfelves mafterà of 
Catalofua, and from Narbona {Narbonne) t^ Fansi 

- VoL. III. Ce Oa 
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On this fair fpot a chapel neat he found> 
Built on a hillj and lately vall'd around : 
Thisj when the flàmes of war their horror fpread^ 
The priefts defcrted, and with terror fled : 
Struck with the fite^ as froni-the camp rembv'dj 
The hàted camp, and arms no longer loy'd^ 666 
The king rcfolv'd on this feqaefter'd ihore 
To fix his ieat, nor dream of Afrìc more : 
Fleas'd with this new abode and place of reft^ 
Algiers fo loy'd was baniih'd from his breaft. 67^ 
With their ftern lord the fquires attending dwell'd^ 
The walls himfelf» his train, and courfer held ; 
Not far his turrets proud Montpélier IhQws; 
And,.near, another ftately caftle rofe> 
Which, feated oh the river's gentle tide, €75 

The town with ftores for every need fijpplyM. 

One day, while deep immersM in penfive moodj 
The king, as wont, a thoufand thoughts purfu'd ; 
Along a path-way through th* enameU'd green^ 
Approaching nigh, a lovely dame was feen : 680 
An aged mohk, with beard defcending lowj 
Befide her came, with folemn fteps and flow ; 
A warrior-fteed he led, that proudly bore 
A wcighty bicr with fable covcr'd o'^r : 
x: :^ . ., . .-Bue 
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But who the monk^ and who th' afflióted fair^ 685 

Or whar the load, 'twcre ufelefs to dedare : 

AH knoW *twaa Ifabella, haplefs maid ! 

Who lov'd Zerbino's breathlefs corfe conVey'd : 

Hcr in Provence I Icft, and at her fide 

Thìs revcrend fii^e^ hcr comforter and guide ; épd 

By whom confirni'd> Ihe nieant hcr future days 

To dedicate for God's eternai praife. 

Though on her check was fpread a dcath4ike hue> 

Though to the winds her locks difhevcU'd flew ; 

Though fighs inceflant fpeak hcr cUrclefs woe, 6^j{ 

And from hcr eyes unbiddcn fountains flow ; 

Though every mournful figh too wcll exprefs'd 

The anguilh harbour'd in hcr gentle breaft ; 

Through ali hcr grief fuch beauties wcre defcry'd. 

The Lovcs and Graccs therc might ftill refide. 700 

Soon as the Saraccn the mourncr vicw'd, 
Th' unlook'd-for Tight his haughty fòul fubdu'd 1 
No more he blamM or loath*d that gcntlc race, 
Whofe charms ìnfpire us, and whofe virtucs gracc 1 
Whilc Ifabella wortliy fccni'd to prove 705 

The pecrlcfs objedt of his fccond love 1 

Ver, 687. -p— -^3r&— .] See Book xxìv. ver. 685. 

C e 2 And 
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An4 fronti his breaft expunge Graiuub's damc^ 
As pity yidds to pity^ flame to flame» 

The Pagan fawj and kindling u the view^ 
WitJi eager ftep to meec the virgin drew } 710 

And wìth demeanour lair> and mild addrefs, 
Knquìr'd the caufe that wrought her deep diftre{s« 
She told the (brrows of her fecret breaft 1 
And how deny'd on earth a place of reft» 
Her Ibul had fix'd co bid the world farewel9 .715 
And with her Goo in holy manfions dwell. 
Ijoud laUgh'd the Pagan> who nor Goo would know> 
Nor own his lawsi to every faith a foe ! 
He blam'd her erring zeal, to keep confin^d 
Such beauty^ form'd but to delight mankind : 720 
The fordid mifer, brooding on hia ftorc, 
Thus hides (he cries j in caves his ihining ore ; 
Whence nothing good he ta hinifelf derives» 
And'Others of his ufeful wealth deprives : 
Snakes> lions^ bears are cag'd in fear of hanns^ 725 
Npt guiltlefs maids who breathe but love and charms. 

The man of Goo, who fuch vain convcrfe f^rs, 
Like fkilful pilot that the Veflel fteers> 
Attends his chargc, left lightly drawn aftray, 
Jler feet fliould wander from the rightful way : 730 
a And 
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And now the hoary fire, with gracc indu*d, 

Prcpares a fplendid feaft of holy food ; 

Bùt the fierce Pagan, born with evil tafte, 

Rcjeas the daintics of the rich rcpaft, 

At lcngth> whcn oft he chid, oft ftrqve in vain 735 

The preachcr's hateful counfel to reftrain, 

His patience waftcd, with vindiótive ire 

He rais*d bis arm againft thàt aged fire ; 

Yct, left our ftory Ihould too long appear, 

We, for your cafe, will clofe the labour here ; 740 

And let this haplefs monk th' exampl? teach^ 

To curb the licenccof ungovern'd fpeech. 



END OF THE TWENT^-EIGHTH BOOK. 



C c 3 



T H I 



TWENTY-NINTH BOOK 



jf ........ 

■'' -' • ■•• •■• ■'■■ 0¥ 



ORLANDO FURIOSO. 



CC4 



THE ARGUMENT. 

RoooMOKT fidk in bw with Ifiibdla, and cndeavours to ptf* 
fuade ber to break ber vow : His behaviour to the bermit inribo 
oppofes bim. Tbe fortitude of Ifibella» and ber device to 
preferve ber cbaftity. Conflid between Rodoniont and Qr« 
laxido* Further account ofl^inadaéiìonsof Orlando. Me- 
doro and Angdica, in tbeir way to jembark for India, meet 
with Orlando, vfaen Angelica, uritb great difficulty, efiaipes 
&om die madman^s bands. 



THÈ 

TWENTY-NINTH BOOIC 

O F 

ORLANDO CURIOSO. 

BEHO J^P tlic Ibftte of nurt's unftaWe mind. 
Stili prdne tochvige v/ith every changing wiòdl 
AH our refolvts are Mrwk, but wcakcft ptf^we 
Whcrc fprung from fcnfe of difappoLtited love. 
Whcn late the Saraccn> to wrath iaflam'd, 5 

Qn womankind with bittereft gali, exclaim'd» 
It fcem'd as if no jpowcr cauld ^'cr conttol. 
Far lefs espunge fuch liatred &pm.hi& foul. 
So much> fair dames> his words your bai:d proroke» 
Which ill«advis'd againft your fcx he fpoke, io 

That nevtr will I Icave hira, till his breaft 
Again has beauty's fovcreign fway confefs'd : 
Stili (hall my verfe condemn his flanderous fpttch, 
That fofllly durft your fpotlefs name itnpeach. 

The 
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The (hafcs of rage he from his quiver drew^ 15 

And thefe at all^ without diftinftion^ thrcw i 
But Ifabella^ widi ar finale U>ok> 
At once his firmeft refolution fhook : 
And now to her he chang'd his former flame^ 
Though yet to him unknown her country, race, or 
nanae. ^ s : 10 

Thus, as new paflion fir'd hfs amorous thought, 
With evcry cloqucnce of words he fought 
To ftiakc the purpofe of her fteidfaft will, 
Thac would to God her virgin vow fulfil. 
The hermitj as a fcncing (hield, to arm 25 

Her chafte tntent againft ali worldly harrn^ 
By pious reafons, ftrong and duly wcigh'd, 
With ali his power flood forth to giiard the maid. 
Not long the impious Pagan coujd cndure 
The holy lire, who preach'd in zc&l fecure : 30 
He bade him, in good time, his celi regain. 
And leare the danifcl 5 but he bade ih vain : 
Till rous'd at length, no longer he forborc, 
But lciz*d his beard, whence by the roots he tore 
The filver hairs j and with dire rage impeU'd, 35 
With.favage grafp his agcd ncck he held^ 

And^ 



B.XXIX. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 3^5 

And, whirlìng round^ fomc three milcs thencc he 

thrcw; 
Swift tow'rds the fea the wrctched hcrmit flew ! 
What then bcfel him, little I relatc, 
For various tales are rumour'd of hk fate : ,40 
•'fiome fay againft: a rock hh limbs were tbrown^ 

And dalh'4 to peacemeal on the craggy ftonei 

S 
ome {ky, amidft the fea his d^th he found. 

And, ai he knew not how to fwini, was drown*d 

Spite of his orifonsi— Some fay, the hand 45 

-0£ his good Saint convey*d him fafe to land : 

But be it as it may— I pafs it o*er, 

Henceforth of him the ftory fpeaks no more. 

When cruel Rodomont had thus reraov*d 

The talking hermit, oft in vain reprov'd> 50 

With milder looks he turn'd, where, at his fide. 

The damfel flood ali pde and terrify'd i 

Whom now, in fpeech by.lovers oft addrels'd. 

He caird his life,. of evcry good the beftj 

Ver. 37. Mdy whirling round^ — ] No partialitjr for the poet 
can apdogize for the extravagance of fuch pailàges as thefe: 
wherevcr diey occur, Ae tranflator freely gives Aem up to the 
critii^ as lawfiil game j and mcans this for a general dcclàration 
ùf his opinion on the fubjedl. 

JO His 
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His balm of hope» fair comfort» finiling joj, 5^ 
Wìth each endearment aniorous tongues employ. 
Couiteous he feem'd» as ìf he would difarm 
Her thoughts of fear» that àny force mìgbt hann 
Hcr virgin vow ; thofe graces that inflam'd 
His cruel heart> his wonted pride faad tam'd ; €0 
And thovgh his hand could pluck die fnoit, he chofc 
T' abftain at diftance^ and but touch the baugfas« 
He'fondly hop'd by.flow degrees to find 
Fair Ifabella to his wifh indin'd ^ 
While Ihe» fubje&ed to a tyrant's laws, 65 

(Like fome poor .moii& within her ibe's iharp claws) 
Unfriended and forlom> would rather dare 
The worft of ills than what ihe fear'd to bear ; 
Stili pondering on the means, ìf Aich could be^ 
Herfelf and honour from his power to free j 70 
With her own hand deternnfn'd to prevent 
Her ihame by death» ere his abhorr'd intent 
Shoùld make her wrong the knight» who, late en- 

twia'd 
By her lov'd arms, his parting Iweath refign'd ; 

Ver. 66. Liti fimi fofr nwufe^ &c.] Certaioly too ludicrous 
u image <m b padietic an occafioq. 
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To whom, with hcart dcTOut, the mourning dame 
Had vow'd ta dedicate her rirgin naine« 76 

She mark'd> and trembling mark'd» th'unhaHow'd fire» 
That warm'd the Pagan with impure delire» 
What fhall ihe do ì how fliape her dangerous courie ^ 
What way remains t' elude his brutal force? 80 
Longtime revolving in her fearful.mind 
A thoufand fchemes» at length her thoughts defign'd 
One that might fave her chaftity from blame; 
Which herc w« teli to her eternai fiufnc 

The Pagan» by his vfords and deeds^ conféfs*d £5 
The turking purpole of his impious breafl : 
Loft was the courtcfy which firit he fhow'd^ 
When fair hi» fpcech in gentleft accents flow'd. 
To hinx the damfel-— Would'ft thou but cnfure 
My honour fafe^ a gift thou may'ft procure, 90 
Of far mure worth than aught thou canft obtaia 
From whM muft fix on me eternai ftain. 

Ver. 89. ^ ' ^^Wouk'Jl ihm but enjure 

Mf honour fafcy &c.] A fimUar ftory is to^ of a 
virgin in the time of Mimn, the cafiph, in die eighdi ctentory ; 
and c£ anodier na;ned BnifiUa (the time uncertatn) rdated by . 
FrancefcQ Barbaro^ in his book concerning the choice of. a 
wife, Zatta,^ 

Scora 
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Of Gob or Saint— for brcach of faith the worft 1125 

Of Afrìc's fons hj peijur'd dccds accurs'd ! 

O'cr 

Achilles vtàs not flaiti in die tempie, bitt fèll in die fidi of 
ìmOìcy accordìi^ to Homer, as appeais by die convci&tion be« 
tween diat hero and Agamemnon in die (hades. 

O fon of Pdeus ! greater dian mankind ! 
(Thus Agamemnon's kingly Ihade rqoin'd) 
Tlirìoe happy diou, to prefi die mardal plain> 
'Midft heaps of heroes in diy quarrd flain: 
In douds of finoke, rais*d by die noble fray» 
Great and ten:ifick even in deadi you lay. 

Popx's Odyf. Book zxiv. ver. 51. 
Hefiod h» no account of die modem fableof Achilles, nor 
any of die ancient Greek tragodians. Sophodes dius uieaàcm 
hk^dkat&indietnig^yofPhiloAeces, Adii. SceneL 

fmt. Isdien AduIIesdead? 

Niop. H e is, and not 

By mortai hands, but by ApoQo's ihaft 
FcO glorìous *. 
Bion, vAo lived 187 years befòre Chrìft, in a fragment of an 
cpidialamium on the nuptiak of Peléus and Thetìs, makes no 
mendon of die immerfion in die Styx; neitfaer does Catullus, 
lìi his poem on the fame fubjed» Strabo, who died 65 years 
after Catullus, does not fpeak of this fahlt of the Styx, although 
he frequendy alludes to the ftory of Achilles. Horace calls 
Achilles, ^ filius Thetidos Marinae,'' in diree places. He 
^peaks thiis of his deadi— ^ abftulit darum dta mors Achil- 
^ lem ;'* and mendonà hun frequendy, but never as havingbe^ 
invuUierable. 

* Stc Dr, FaAMCKfciM'i eUfUit tnnilttiQft of dophòdcs* 

Ovid 
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O'cr hanging clifFs, through vallies darkwith Ihadc^ 
From towns and citics far the virgin flxay'd. 

Col- 

Ovid gives no ceuntenance to die ftory, though he pardcu-* 
kriy commemorates the death of Cygnus, flain by Achilles ; and. 
tells US that the Qrecian hero, to his great furprìze, finding 
him invulnerable, was obliged to ftrangle him j that before his 
death he boafted to Achilles of his fuperior advantage derivèd 
from being the fon of Neptune, alluding to this préternatural 
gift. 

Nate dea ! (nam te fama praenovimus) inquit 

Ille, qtiid a nobis vuhius miraris abeilè ? 

(Mirabatur enim) non hasc, quam cemi$> equinis 

Fulva jubis caflis, neque onus cava parma ilniiii^ 

Auxilio mihi funt ; decor eft quasfitus ab ifiis : 

Mars quoque ob hoc capere arma folet : removebitur omnc 

Tegminis officium, tamen indiftrìétus abibo. 

Eft aliquid, non efib fàtum Nereide, fed qui 

Nere^^que, et naias, et totum temperet aequor. 

Metam. Lib. xii, V. 86. 



-Goddefs born ! 



For omament, not u&, diefe arms are worn i 

This helm and heavy buckler I can fpare^ 

As only decoratìons of die war : 

So Mars is arm'd for glory, not for need : 

'Tis fomewhat more from Neptune to proceed, 

Than from a daughter of the fea to ipring : 

Your Sire is mortai, nune is Ocean's king. 

Secure of death, I couid contemn thj dart 

Though naked^ and impaffible depart. Vkxdes. 

VoL.HL D d Th« 
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Gollefting vàrious herbs, whilc àt her fide 
The Pagali watch'd, ina every motlóh tfd. i jo 

Such 

irHe poet afierwards tells us, Óiat Actiilles was (hot 1>7an 
arrow from Paris, fent into die ihidft òf the battle, t>ut doés hot 
defcrìbe him as wounded in any partlcular pari : ipeaEing of 
Apollo ftanding by Paris, he (kys, 

Dixit^ et oftendehs fternentem Troia ferro 
Corpora Peliden, arcus obverdt in illum; . 
Certàque letifera direxit fpicula dextri. 

MET.Xib. xii. Ver. éò4. 
He (aid, and ihew'd from &r the blazing'ihreld ^ 

And fword, which but Achflles none could wield : > 

. And how he look'd aGod, and rnoW^d dìéltaridmg^ireld^J 
The Deity himfèlf direÀs aright 
Th* etivenomM fliaft, and wings ìhe lafal^ght. 

Drtden. 
Virgil records the circumffiahce of nis being flain by Paris, in 
the |M:ayer of JEneas to Apollo ; which Òryden tranflàtes with 
hafty iioaccUracy, his rnihd being impreflèd wìth die popular 
fàbie. 

Indulgent God ! pròpitious power to Troy ? 
Swift to relieve, ùnwiSihg to iitbóy ! 
Direded by whofe band, the Dàrdàn dàft 
Picrc*d die jproitd Greciàn's only liiorÈàl'patt:. 

Por i^ich the originai gives no aùthòrìty : "tfee words of 
Virgil are, 

Phoebc, graves Trojae fempei naiferale ìabores ! 
Dardana qui Paridis direxti tela manuirque . ,; . 
Corpus in iEacidae— — Mtf. vi^ 6. 

5 Thus 
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Swh ftorc provld^ed aow a& fecmM to fuit 
Her prefent p^rpofe, or With leaf or root, 

Damp 
Thusfóthfully rtndtì-ed by Pitt. 

Hear, Phoebus, gràcious god ! whofe aìd divine 

So oft has làv'd the wretched Trojan line, 

And wìng'd the (haft from Paris* Phrygian bow, 

The fliaft that laid the great Achilles loW. 
The ftory of AchiDes being flain in the tempie, at bis nuptiab 
Vfìùi Polyxena, feems to bave been of later inventìon than his 
tlipping in the Styx : die author of bodi thefe iàbles is un- 
Imown ; but the firft may be traced baek, if not to the inventor, 
at leaft as early as die Auguftan age, wbcnHy^nus, the freed- 
man of At^Hftus, and ^ friend <sf Ovid, Delates die death of 
Achilles dius, and feems to fpeak of tbe incideot of the heel 
as a current, but probably a vtdgar flory ; and diereibre not 
nodced by dte clàffic writers of the dme, who clofóy adhered 
te die audiority of Homen 

^ lUfSBojtQ fepoko, cùm Achilles circa mcem Trcganorum 
vagat€tur, ac diceret (è fdum Trojam cxpugnMc, Apollo iratus, 
Alexandrum Parla fé ilmulans, t^um, quem mortalem habuifle 
dicitur, fagittà percuiGt, et occidit'* 

" After the funeral of Heftor, ^en Achilles was boafting 
before the wzlìs of Troy dnt he fing^y would take the city. 
Apollo being incen&d, took upon him die likenefs jo[ Pads, an4 
wounding AchìBes in the heel, in wfaidi he was fidd to bt moi^ 
tal, flew him." 

The hifloriés now extant, under the names of Di6lys Creten- 
fis, and Dares die Phrygian, both fidd to bave been prefeitt at 
the fiege of Troy, bave the ftory of Acl^Bes widi ali tben^tn 
circun^A^uicess but.t|iefe hifteries are fup^efiiithm, ^t mgi- 

Ddla nls 
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Damp evening rofe> when to their home they carnè, 

Where (he, the paragon of virtuous fame, 

What 

nais being loft. Statius, who died 91 yeai^ after Chrift, in his 
Achilleid^mentions die circumftanceof the river Styx. Thetis, 
/peaidng to Chiron, fiiys, 

Saepè ipla, ne&s ! fub inania natum 
Tartara, et ad Stygios iterum fero mergere fbntes. 

LiBk L 
How oft this breaft could hell's dire horrors bravei 
To plunge my ofFspring in the Stygian wave ! 
She fays to her fon, when flie has taken him to Scyros, 
Mox iterum campos, iterum Centaurica reddam 
Luftra tibi ', per ego hoc decus, et ventura juventae 
Gaujlia, fi terraS) humilemque experta maritum 
Te propter, fi progenitum Stygis amne feveio 
Armavi (totumque utinam) cape tuta parumper 
Tegmina, nil nocitura animo. Lib. II. 

Soon (halt thou view (when eas'd my prefent fears) 
Thofe (hadesj where Chiron watch'd thy jJayfiJ years, 
- Again thy own — By ali thy hop'd-for praife ! 
By ali the joys that wait diy youthftd days ! 
I^ for thy ùkGy a mortal's bed I chofe. 
And bear, for thee, a mother's anxious woes ; 
. If Styx, by me, thy tender limbs could arm, 
(Why fdt not .ev*ry part the potent charm ?) 
" -. Here bear, awhile fecure, the female name, 
'Hot thiiik thefe robes can taint thy fiiture fame. 
Senétà, Plutarch, and Paufanias are filent on this head. 
Quiìitus "Cdaber, who lìved about two hundred years after 
Augttftuà, and wrotB a fupplement to Homerus Uiad, lepivfents 

Adiillcs 
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What yct remain'd of night, with fecming care, 1J5 
Employ'd the pòwerful mixture to prepare, 

That 

Achilles as wounded by Memnon, king of the Ethiopians. 
Laéiantius, in bis argiunent to the xiith hook of the Metamor- 
phoiès, refcrs to the vulgar tradition of the heei j which is the 
more flngular, as no fuch circumftance occurs- in bis author : 
and Servius, in bis note on the vith hook of the JEneìdy to the 
befbre cited pailàge, bas the like reference. In the edition of 
Virgil by Mafuicius, the cooimentator on the fame place refers 
both to the ^ory of the Styx and of Polyxena 5 and, fpeaking of 
the words bere made ufe of by the poet, he adds : " Et bene ait 
direxti — quaji zdfolum vulnerabilem locumJ'* Dryden, in the pre- 
face to bis tranflation of the iEneid, refers to a pafTage of M. 
S^grais, wbere the French writer is defending Virgil for giving 
bis hero enchanted arms, **Tbis accufation (fays Dryden) muft : 
M on Homer ere it can reach Virgil. Achilles was as well 
provided with them as ^neas, thougb he was ìnvulnerable wlth^ 
cut themJ'^ He |goes on tbus : *♦ In def^nce of Virgil, he hàs 
been more cautious than bis pred^ceflbr or defcendants, for 
iEneas was ^u^Iy wounded in ^e xiith hook of the -flEneid.'.' 
Thus far Dryden. But it is very extraordinary that fo cool and 
judicious a critic as Segrais fhould take up this unclailical fàbie. 
Speaking of the enchanted arms given to the heroes of epic 
poetry or romance, he fays, ** Ces prefens dqs Dieux font méme 
une preuve de la valeur du prl^ce, à qui ils font faits ; et il ne 
fc trouvc polnt que les mcchans et les hommes mediocres ayent 
obtenu des graces pareilles, la providence ne les accorde qu'aux 
hommes rarcs qui meritent feuls, qu'elle les conferve dans les 
dangers où leur courage les porte. Autrement il faudroit dire 
qu' Achille n'étoit pas vaillant, puis qu'outre un pareil fecours 
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That bubbled o'er the Waze> whìlc ftill the knight 
With due attention mark*d éach myftic rke. 

Now with his fquircs, in Iportive dice and play. 
The king of Algiers pafs'd the hours away ; 140» 
When from the kindled fire the heat, inclos^d 
In narrow bounds^ to ragìng thirft difpos'd 
The lord and menials» who infatiate drain'd 
Two vafes huge that Grccian wine contaia^d^ 
Which from fomc travellers the day beforc 145 

His fquìrcs had fcìzM, and to their mafter bore. 

d'armes forgcs par Vulcain, (a mere avok encore ajouù der 
cbarnus qui k rendoient immlnerabU.** 

To conclude this fubjeft, in the difcuffion cX which I hopè 
I (hall not have been thought tedious— though the ffrft invehtoi* 
of the ftory is unknown, it is undoubtedly of cohlldèrabte àntl- 
quity, and has bccn occafionally inade ufe of òr rejefled by dìf- 
ferent authorsj but ought certainly never to be alluded to ihany 
criticifm or obfervation on Homer, to whom the fàble appeart 
to be whoHy unknown. But it is no wondcr that a fi^on of 
this kind, fo conlbnant to the genius of romance, Ihould Ife 
adopted by Boyardo and Ariofto. 

Ver. 125. : the worjfl 

Of ^ìc^$ fonsy by ^erjur'^d deeds accurjì — ] 
The ili faith of the Carthaginiaits was knawn to a proverh 
in the time of the KoxsmìS-^^Punicafdes: Thus Addif<x^ in th^ 
mouth of Juba ; 

Our Punic feith 
Is in&mous, and branded to a proverb. Cato. 

Stcrn 
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Stern Rodoipon^ til}. th.cn to wm? v^josld, 
\5irhi(:U to hU Hisfl; ti»? ppphpt's law rcfiii$'dj 
EsctoU'd the h^f^'^fin^y liquor ^ above 
Qclfftial maap^, or the dri^ pf Joyc ; 150 

Ài^d bjL^ing now his couptry's apcient ritc» 
Huge bowls and gobjets empties with delight : 
From hgj[id(Q hand^ y^ith foamipg brimmers crowa'd> 
The wine fwift circleS| and the hjsad turn$ round. 

At lenjgth, removi^g from the crackling flame 155 
The y^9 with herbs infus'd, the virgin dame 
To Rodomont began— What beft may prove 
The words I fpeak^ ^r^d eveiy doubt remove, 
Expcrlcjpcff, thftt can {(pYcr truth from lyes, 
Inflruft the learn'd, and make the vulgar wiie» 160 
Not on another, but on me, fhall fliow 
The wondrous power th}s unftion can beftow, 
Behold me now, whìlc o*er my fearlefs head, 
My neck, and breaftj the potent charm I fhed, 
Thy force, thy.fword> undaunted to rcceive, 1(^5 
And prove if that c^n ftrike, or thi» can clcave. 

She faid j and (looping as Ihe fpoke, difplay'd 
Her neck uncoyer'd to the.Pagan biade : 
Th' unthinking Saracco (whofe wretched fcnfc 
Wine had fubdu'd, for which was no defcnce 176 
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From helm or bucklcr) at the fatai word, 

Rais'd bis fell arm, and bar'd bis murdering fword j 

And, lo ! tbat bcad, wherc love was wont to dwell, 

From ber fair neck and breaft dividcd fcll : 174 

Tbrice from tbc floor the bead was fccn to bound. 

And tbrice was heard Zcrbino'S namc to found. 

Ver, 176. And thriuwas heardj &c.—- ] CorflambO} die 
giant's head in Spenfer, fpeaks \K4ien cut oiFby Ardiur. 
His head before him humbled on the ground, 
The while his bubbling tongue did yet blafpheme. 

Fairy Queen, B. iv. C. vii!, 
^ Poetry deal» in the wonderfiil ^ and nothing is fo tame and 
proÉdc as Scaliger's criticifm on a verfe of Homer II. x. which 
Spenfer had in view, ^^Falfum eft a pulmone caput avulfum lo- 
qui pofiè." It is fàlfe that a head qui fpeak after feparation from 
the lungs. Hcar Ovid, Met. v. ver. 104^ 

Demedt enic caput ; quod protinus incidit arse, 
Atque ibi femianimi verba execrantia lingus 
Edidit— 

The trcnchant fidchion lopt his head awy, 
Tl^c gory vifage on the aitar lay ; 
While on the lips imperfeél accents hung, 
/Vnd curfes lingcr*d on the; dying tongue. 
<< And fpeaking of a lady's tongue (which may be lefs wonr. 
derfulj when cut pff and flung uppn the ground, he ikys, < terr»- 
quc trcmcns immurmurat/ 

,-— And trembling murmurs on the ground. 
So Homer, who is ali wonderful, and die fkther of al! poetìcal 
^onders, fpeaks of Dplon, whofe head was cut off by Diomed. 
Mr. Pope's tranflatìon is admirablc. 

« The head, yet fpeaking, mutter'd as it fell." II. x. io. 
gc? Upton's Notes on Spenser. 
"' Fof 
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For whofe dear fakc flie found fuch way t* efcapé 

The Pagan's hand j nor fear^d> in fuch a lhape> 

T- encounÉer dcathi to foliòw hìtn Ihé lov*d. 

Hall, fpotlefs foul ! for pureft fakh àpprov'd, i8ol 

Whofc aél has (hewn hoi*^ dear thy plightcd fpòùfò 

By thcc was held, how deàr thy virgin vows : 

Fair Chaftity, on càrth now little heard, 

By thee to life and blooming ycars preferr'd, 

Go, blcffcd foul ! depart in peace to Heayen ! 185 

So to my feeblc Mufe fuch aid be gìven, 

As may with cyery gracc the fong adorn» 

And give thy nanne to agcs yet unborn ! 

Go hence in peace to Heaven, and Icave behind 

Thy bright example Hill to womankind ! 190 

At thiB ftupcndous decd, from pureft fkies 
On earth the great Creator bent his eyes. 

Ver. 180. Hailyjpetkfsfùul /— ] On this paflàge Mr, Up- 
ioti obièrves, that Ariofto, in admirationofthe chaftity and mar- 
tyrdomof I&bella, breaks cut into a moft elegant apoflrojdi^ 
which Spenlèr copies in his addrefs to Florìmel, when flie is in 
priibn tempted by Proteus. 

Eternai thraldom was to her more lief 

Than \dk of chaftity, or change oflove 

Moft virtuous virgin ! ^ory be thy meed. 

And crown of hcavenly praìfc with ùints above— 

But yet, what fo my feeble muiè can frame^ 

IShall be t* adyance^T--r 

Fairy Queek, B. iii. C. viii. St 42; 

And 
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Andfiudfr-Thji virtar m»ìi% w>rfl «enwsn, 
Than iif et wbQ& 4q^ rol>b'4 'Ja^quin of htt$ crown : 
HencefoiiiK I xBwr^ ffir fvQr» % «by ^ke^ 195 

Amtdft my Saints 4 greai^ clucr e* ta m^kc^ 

To cvcry fj^mn^ Sge t|iy pf*^ ih^l bear t 
Lct evcry m^d ihw h.Qld«^ thy n^rve ^e blf /}; 
With g^oiw, beauty, vktw, Q'er th^ reft aoo, 

Vpr. 197. Ì91^fh fy ih* imfioLfbIf Jlnam ^ Jwear^ Rufcefi^ 
die Italian commentator, takes great painsi tp clear Ariofto fron^ 
cenfiire, for having intròduced the Supreme Being, on this oeca- 
fion, taking an oadt like Jupìter in the Iliaci or ^neid; &oi%h 
I fear that fuch pailàge ambe dckpM hy^o^^cpiff^nx ^ddiifxà 
in its jufti&csitioo ; bui that ijt o^yj^ i^ ^^neral be acknowledged 
Aat Àriofto, like the reft of his countr)mien, often introduces 
die ftéiions of poetry on the moft itdemn occaiions. But a bea- 
vier charge may beheoerbxoughtagainftthe poetj^lbr makiiigdie 
Almighty appraye ^t^ie ^(Sioa of LmpjreHa, W^ dieijqby giying a 
fanétion to fuicide. This paflàge die Italian commentator has 
€a|Ktidiycoti&i]èdto.he.a grofabieach of.prQpraetjr aoddecosùm* 

Ver, 199. La tfOéry maid^hat boUs Ay name^ &3c.] fiy d»s 
cartv^vs^atit prophecy on adi udio bear tbe joaai&of I^3e&^ dM?. 
poetift^id lo make an euk^ium oa die duchea x)fMaqtua9 the 
daughter of Hercules duke of Ferrara, and.wife of Fec^ando. Idog 
ef Naples ; die wife of Feodinaisks king.ofJSpain^tawfaoIe wif- 
dom is attrìbuted cbidfy die f|i&Qyccy of tbe.new wodd.by Co- 
lumbus; the wife of Frederick) king of ♦Naples; the wife of 
Ubaldo, duke of tJibino. \ but n^ore. e^iecially a daughter of the 
king of Hungary, awho was. canonixed bj.pq)e.<jiregQry IX. for 
die iànétity of ber life : ali thefe ladies base. tfa&.naaie of.I£d>elta. 

FORCACCHI. 
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Of wooian's ftx^ but inaft the prive ohtajo. 
For chaftìty aad faidi vHthout a ftaia f 
WhHe PÌBdu8iHeÌico!H, Parnaflua* hiil 
Sound Ifabellaj Kabella Mk 2)04 

Th' Almìg^tj fpoke^ the air waa h^ifh'd arouiKly 
Smooth fpread ihé'fraves a'eFeceaa'svaftprofoimdlf 
To the thifd Heaven the vkgianibul withdrew> 
And in ihe stfa» df hier Zerbino flew : 
While^ left behìnd^ thìs ^cond Brufus Itood 209 
Abafh'd^ coafeunded^ ftain'd mth gutltlefs blood^ 
Who nowj the wi^be's o'cr-maftering Cumes 4HpeU'i^ 
Curs'd hi&'dijre psJkmfBj a&d vnxh g^ief he|ield 
The breathlefe hody of t]pt« miSH-der'^ miaid^ 
And pondera; how t* ^peftfe her an^ff ibadt : 
Sìfice to her fnof tal fHMrt he de^th ^ciMild gìv^ 4t if 
He hopes to make her name immortai Kvc. 

Ver. ady. ,To the fBirdHfàvm^] AfioAo kere.frOM»lbe 
iidSon óf feme of the ^cièAtpèets^'wfti» ld»ighl tMt^tbefe.fam% 

Vir. 2og. Èrufus-^J Shiftis, fiittiamed'«/àifeaf »»»-gf, a 
chàraifter m tRe* romancès tìf the Itettód iTaWe. ^He ts ìsttj^ 
ipokèn of by Alafriahfiì, ih' his pottìcsl itòtMiCe óf G«Of«rr tL 
Córte SE ; and is mentìdiied by hfttì in his ^ KfOltGAirrt» 
Canto xiii, who cafls him ** firufus withota fttj/^^ 

Vot 
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For this intenta the place whcre late flic dwcit, 
Whcrc hcr fair form his brutal fury fclt. 
He chang'd or built anew^ with fpacious room 
Enlarg'dj convcrting tò a ftately tomb. aao 

From various parts around him, far and near, 
Artifts he found for favour or for fear : 
Six thoufand men, with ccafclcfs labour, wrought 
Hugc mafly ftoncs, from neighbouring quarrics 

brought ; 
With thofc he bade the ftately building rifc 425 
Of wondrous bulk, that lifted to the (kics 
Its towering head, and in the midft inclos'd 
The faithful lovers * that in death repos'd. 
Such was the ftruéfcure which the world amaz'd, 
By Adrian on the banks of Tyber raisM. 230 

* Zerbino and Isabella. 
Ver. 230. By Adrian on the banks of Tyber rah^d.] An im- 
nadc tawer on the baoks of die Tyber, built ^d magnificendy 
adohied by tfae emperor Adris^ for his own tomb, oppofite to 
thatòf Auguftus,Qn^e other fide of the river: it i]^ fuppoièd to 
have ferved as a citadd in the time of Beliiàrìus. The modem 
name of Cafid' Sant' Angelo is derìved ih>m the figure of ^ 
ang^ on the fummit^ fheathing a fword ; Pope Saint Gregory hav* 
ing told die Roman peofde that he had féen an angel there in 
tìxat atdtude^ wfaich announced the end of a plague wi^ whicb 
Oey were affliSed. 

Clofc 



B.XXIX. ORLANDO FURIOSO. 4x3 

Clofe to the fcpulchrc a towcr was join'd, i 

The fpacious dwelling for himfelf defign'd« 
A narrow bridge, fcarce two fect wide, he madc. 
Far ftretch'd in length, which o'er the ftream he laid 
That ran bencath, and fcarce the bridge fupply'd 235 
Space for two fteeds abreaft to crofs the tìde. 
Or, meeting, pafs : nor pìac'd from end to end 
Was rail òr fence the ftranger to defend. 

Ver. 233. A narrow bridge^ — ] Thisfiétìonof Rodomont's 
bridge is truly in the ipirit of romance. We often read of 
knights meeting with fuch adventures : in tbe old romance of 
Morte Arthur, Sir Launcelot encounters a churl who defended 
a paflàge over a river. 

" On the third davTie rode over a great long bridge, andtfaere 
ftarted upon him fuddenly a paifing foul churl, and he finote his 
horfe on the noie, that he turned about, and aiked him wby he 
rode over that bridge without his licence ? and he ftruck at him 
wth a mighty great club full of pìns of iron. Then Sir Laun- 
celot drew his fword, and put the ftroke back, and elove his head 
vnto the navd/' Morte Arthur, Part i. C. cri. 

Spenfer has a pailàge fimilar to tfais of Ariofto, where a bridge 
of this kind is^defcribed, and a combat enfiies between Sir 
Arthegal and a Saracen. 

Hcre beyond, 
A curfed icruel Saracen dpth wonne, 
That keeps a bridge's paflàge by ftrong hand, 
And many Errant Knights hath there foredonne. 

Fairy Quebn, B. V. Ct il. St- 4. 

2 Baf>tiz'd 



Baptiz'd or Jfftgiui» ^1 jj>«t trwd'hoFe» 239 

He wiird \micékxùi ihould buy cheir pafià^e iddr.; 

For viridi tfaeir fpoils, t' atoiie the vìrgin's doom» 

i3è vi»w'diiihQfifMd t^ophk^ ac ber tpmb. 

Xen dflips.beheld ihe -bridge cpmpl«te % but mow 

Requir'dt^tYÙfe the fàpill^hi^ Md tower : 

Tet «B^LlJie«wprk]^^»DM3 andoathe height #45 

A watch wasf^acVitoriMMe^àch comingkoight; 

And Qfc ^ near the bridge a wàrrìor drew^ 

The horato Rodomontà fignal blev. 

Sttddcn he arai'd him for the co«rÌe> aod ftood 

Now herc, now there, on eithcr fide the flood. 150 

Wh^ne'cr a. warrior. reach'd the fat^ tqwer» 

!Fhe kiiìg of Algters took the adveric Ifaore : 

The flender bridge the dangerous lift fupply'd ; 

There if xbc ftced but little fwcrv'd afide, 

ìhowÉi w the rivcr's headlong deptb he /eli : 155 

No fight,' for perii, could fuch fight excel. 

Thus-often riflc'd, the Sarazen beiicr'd 

Whene'^er he fell, the rufhing ftream recciv^d 

In draughts coiDpeU'd, would purify his foul 

For fins commìttcd through th' inflaming bow! i 

As if from water certain cure was brpught 261 

For ifropgi&> .MAich wine by. hand or tongue had 

^.iflWtight. 

Few 



VéW days dàj^'é, mtt «dnWróus ^knighfó v^ttMi^ 
For Sptin fod iMfy f tett podfi to tread. 
The tbiift df faitle, tò fdffie^in^e'de^ 
Bfbùght'nfiàiiykhights ta*pMlife-the'<kng€iiaas;ftrifi^ 
Whilé ali who hop'dftkc viSftor's mccd to::gB]n, ^ 
'Réfign'd thetr drm^^ ^nd mmi>ers theve nj^érte >flaìir. 
Of yanquifli'd Pàgairts «hit tlfe^cotiffc hafl rufa. 
He kept'theirTikilfe alóne^ aiid armour^3*«i : x^ya 
Of thcfe the liàrftes Oh ttiblttsffeirly^Cfàc*d, 
And hung òn high, the pdHfli^d^twarWc gracM : 
But evefy Chrìftiànclofe in dutttitce petit 
He held, d€fign*d for Aftk txy befcftt. 

The t^rk ]pt0òeéding, 6n a CtìrtAin day ^75 
The mad Orbando -thithcrTbcnt his ymy. 
The frantic eari by fortune chithcrcanic, 
When Rodormnit, i>e&ietiierapid fbcapa, 
Urg'd on die talk : asyet unfiiilfli'd ftood 
The tower àiìd comb^ ^umì fcarccìy o'èr the flbod.d'Sb 
The brid^>céaq>lete/wken tlutbereétàe dio4ttight 
Of ^ts difhiiiights'wiiirdhiè'miGodelet hdght 
The Pagan watch'4 to guafd^the tomb and^om^^ 
AWd tól- hìsìli*Wtìr/tìfve-tó8^^^h^^ 

" MÉfMTjrhilr 
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Meanwhile Orlando^ as hi$ frenzy ìedj 285 

At once o*crleapt the bar with fearlefs tread ; 
Him Rodomonte who ftood on foot» efpy'd» 
And thus from far— Forbcar thy ftcps (he cry*d) ; 
Thb bridge^ thou flave! was ne*cr defign'd for thec, 
But noble knights^ and lords of high degree. 290 
Orlando, ftrangcr now to reafon's force, 
Turn'd a deaf ear> and onward held his courfe» 
I muft chaltife this fool (the Pagan cries) i 
And as he Ipeaks with rapid feet he flies 
To plunge him in the ftrcanni, nor thinks to trjr a^^ 
A fall with one that could his ftrength defy. 

And now it cbanc'd a fair and gentle dame 

T* attempt the palTage near the river carne j 

Her lovely form in courtly wecds array'dy 

And ali her mien a noble race difplay'd. 300 

Lo! this was fhe (if Hill your mind retain 

The tale I toM) who. long had fought in vain 

The ileps of Brandimart^ and far explor'd 

Each part but that which:now detain'd her lord. 

Ver. 301. * ■ ■ « i/yiill yoùr mind retain 

The tale I, toU-^] Fkrdeli^ is here again intro- 
duced, who laft made her appearance in ùie xxivth book, ver» 
535. and WM prsfent at tbe fio^ combat between Mandncardo 
and Zerbino -, after which {he continued her fearch of Brandi* 
nart tìH Ihe carne to this bridge. 

Fair 
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Fair Flordelis, arriving neàr the flood, 310 

Beheld wheré on the bridge the Pagan ftood, 
Cios'd with Orlando, while each nérve he ply'd 
To hurl the màdmàn headlong in the tide. 
Thè virtuous dame, wheri, with a hearer view, 
She mark'd his features, well Orlando knèw } 31^ 
And, fill'd with grief, at fuch dire fight amaz*d, 
On hlrti, thus naked and forlorn, Ihe gaiz'd^ 
Awhile ihe ftaid t' await the confliét's end, 
"Whcfe two fuch foes in matchìefs ftrength contend. 
They prefs, they gripe, their utmofl: nerve they fhow, 
Each ftrives the othef from the bridge to throw ; 316 
And, muttering to himrelf, the Pagan criès : 
What to this fòol fuch linlook'd force fupplies ? 
New here, now there he ftruggles, fhifts, and turns, 
With fhame he reddfcns, and wìth wrath he burns : 
With cithcr hand he feeks in vain to tàke 321 

Some firmer hold, that beft the earl may fliake; 
And oft betwéen his legs thè furious knight 
The left foot flow inferts, and now the righe. 
Orlando Rodonfjont entwines around, 32^ 

Like the fierce beaf that ftruggles from the ground 
T' uproot the tree from which he fell, and deais 
His fenfelefs rage on that which nothing feels. 
Voi. III. E e Haplefs 
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Haplcfs Orlando, with his wits deftroy'd, 330 
Nor flight, nor art, but ftrength sjlonc croploy'd : 
(Such wondrous ftrength, the worI4 frpm end to ef^ 
No living chief to equal him could fend !) 
Himfclf now backward from the bridge he tbrcyr. 
And with him, clofc cmbrac'd, the Fagan drcw^ 33| 
Both fink together to the depth profQyndi 
IL^ap the dalh'd waves^ and loud the (ho^rc^ X^ 

found ! 
The water foon divides their ftruggling liml?s,i, 
Orlando, naked, difencumber'd fwims : 
Antiid (he ftream he plies, as with an oar, 34.Q 

His ftrong knit joints, and fafely gains the Ihpre : 
Thcn o*er the plain he fpecds hì^ coqrfe, aor ftays 
To mark hqw far he meriti^ blame or praife. 
The Pagan, whorp his pond^rous arms furround,^ 
More flowly gainjs, at Jength, the diftant groynxl. 340 
Meanwhile fecurely o'er tl^c bridge and tidc 
The dame had pafs'd, arjd round on every ficje 
Explor -d the tomb, if there her anxious cye 
Might any fpoils of Brandimart efpy. 
Yet while nor arms, nor roantle^^ thi?rq ibq 
vìew'd • 35CJ 

pf him fhe Iqy'4:— fond hppc^ % ftiU rcncw- 4 
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To meet her lord— but Ict u$ turn to find 

The wrctchcd cari, who fled with fenfclefs mind. 

And left the bridge, the ftream, and tower behind. 

Wild were the thoughtt' attempt, in tuneful verfe. 
The madnefs of Orlando to rehearfe : 356 

Such various feats— their number would excel, 
What leifure could dcfcribe, or tongue could teli :: 
A few I chufe that beft befit my fong j 
A few that to my ftory beft belong : 360 

Nor will I fail the wonder to recite 
Wrought near Tolofa on Pyrene*s height» 

O'er many a traft of land the earl had pafs'd. 
And reach'd the range of craggy hills at laft, 364 
That fé ver France from Spaio, whofe lofty head 
Receivcs the beams by evening Phoebus fhed, 
Here, while he pac'd along a narrow wày, 
That o'er a deep trcmendous valley lay. 

Ver. 352. ■ bui Ut US turn tofind 

The wretchàd earl-^l He rcturns to Florde- 
lis, Book xxxi. ver. 429. 

V^r* 354* ' — • and tow^r behind*'] He 

returns to Rodomont, Book xxxi* ver. 461. 

Ver. 355. Wild were the thought — ] Concerning the 
extravagant feats of Orlando in his madnefs, the reader i& 
ycferfcd to the note on book xxiy. ver, 34. 

E e 2 Two 
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Two village lads he met, who drove bcfore 

A laden afs that wintry fuel bore. 3^o 

Thefe, when.they viewM the haplefs champion loft 

To cvcry fcnfe, as in thcir path he crofs'd, 

Aloud they caird, and, threatening, bade him Icavc 

The middle track, and free the paffage give. 

Orlando to their threats no word return'd, 375 

But with his foot, bejieath the belly> fpurn'd 

The wretchcd beaft, with ftrcngth beyond compare. 

And, rais*d from earth, difmifs'd to foar rn air i 

Thence on the fummit of a hill he fcll, 

That rear'd its head a mile beyond the delL 380 

The youths he next aflaird : one, lefs difcreet 

Than happy, chanc'd a ftrange efcape to meet : 

For, ftruck with terror, from the hanging fteep 

Twice thìrty feet he took a venturous leap : 

A thorny bufh againft the clifF's rough fide, 385 

That in the mid-way grcw, its aid fupply'd 

To break his fall 5 and now unhurt he ftood, 

Save that his face the bramble's greeting fhow' 

That raz'd the Ikin, and drew the purple blood. 

His fellow feiz'd a juttifig crag, and fprung 390 
To fcale the rock, but while aloft he clung. 

The 
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The madman, on his fwift deftruftion bent, 
Grafp'd either leg ; thefe at his arms extcnt 
He ftrain'd afunder, till, with dreadful force. 
He tore in bloody halves the pantirig corfe. 395 
Thus, for his bird, the falconer oft prepares 
The Hving meal, when lìmb from limb he tears 
The fowl or heron deftin*d for his food, 
With entrails warm and ftelh diftilling'blood» 
Thrice happy he that in the vale beneath 400 

Surviv'd a fall, that threaten*d inftant death : 
This wondrous chance he made to others known, 
Which Turpin to óur age delivers down. 

Such deeds, and many far tranfcending thought. 
The madman, as he pafs'd the mountain, wrought ; ' 
Till wandering far, defcending to the plain, 406 
He reach'd at length the fouthern bounds of Spain, 
And bent his pourfe along the fea, that laves 
Fair Teracona's ftrand with briny waves. 
There, with ftrange fchemes his brain diftemper'd 
fill'd, . 410 

He meant a dwelling on the beach to build, 
A ftielter from the fun 5 and, eover'd o'er 
With parching fand, upon the burning Ihore 

E e 3 Con* 



4aa ORLANDO FURIOSO. B.XXIX. 

Conceal'd he Uy j whcn lo ! the princely dame 
Of rich Cathay with her Medoro carne. 415 

Thcfe late cipous'd, by fortune thither brought, 
From the fteep height the Spanifh borders fought : 
Th* unthinking damf<^l near Orlando drcw, 
Who, fave his head, lay buried decp from view* 
The fqualid look her frantic lover wore, 4^0 

No memory wak'd of him.ihe knew before : 
For fince the time his frcnzy had bcgun, , 
He wandcr*d nakcd in the Ihade or fun : 
His tawny membcrs feem'd to Ipeak his birth 
In hot Siennaj or the fultry earth 425 

Where Amon's fané in Garamantia ftood. 
Or thofe fteep hills whencc Nile derìves his flood : 
Deep in the fpcket funk each gloomy eyc, 
His vifage pale^ his features lean and dry ; 

. Ver. 425. In hot Stenna^ or the fultry earth 

Wharg Aman^s fane---^^ Sicnna, a city of 
Egypt» fubj^a to thè moft intenfe beat of the fun. The 
tempie òf Amon was fituated in Africa, and held in venera- 
tion by the Garamantians, a people inhabicing thofe parts. 

Ver. 427. Or thofe Jleep hills— 1 Mountains of Ethiopia 
called the momitains of the Moon. 



His 
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His uncomb'd hair in fcarfol elf-locks hung ; 430 
His fqualid beard wai matted> thick, and long. 

Soon as Angelica, with ftartkd look> 
The nnadman view'd, thro' every joint fhe fhóok : 
She fhook with fear, whilc loud to Heaven fhe cry'd, - 
And caird for fuccour to her trufty guide : 435 

When mad Orlando view'd that lovcly face,. 
As ìf by inftinft, ftarting from his place. 
He ga2*d, and with an ideòt joy beheld 
Thofc hcavcnly charms that every charm excellM ; 
Though ali rcfleftion that Ihe once poflefs*d ^440 
His fouFs dcar love was banifli'd from his breaft : 
He Tees, he likes— and what he likes purfues : 
So the ftaunch hound, amid the tainted dews, 
Winds his fleet prcy : the youth who view'd his dame 
, Thus clofely prefs'd, behind the madman carne 445 
With trampling courfer, and to rage inflam*d, 
Againft his back the glittering weapon aim'd. 
Sheer through his neck he thought to drive the 

, fword, 
But found the wondrous flelh no pafs afFord. 
Orlando felt the ftroke, and turning round, 450 
With hand unarm'd laid lifelefs on the ground 

Medoro's 
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Mcdoro's ftecd — thcn haftcn'd to purfue 

The trembling damfel that bcfore him flcw, 

That fpurr'd hcr mare, whofe fpeed had feem'd too 

flow, 
Though like an arrow from the wtll-ftrung bow. 455 
But now fhc caU'd her laft refource to mind, 
Her woncjrous ring, which ftill Ihe us'd to find 
Hcr furc defencc, whidi held betwecn her lips, 
Conceard her perfon with a ftrangc cclipfe : 
The charm flie try'd, aad vanifh'd from the fight, 
As with the whiftling bUftth* extinguifli'd light. 461 
Then whether fear, or whcther eagcr hafte, 
Th* afFrighted damfel in her feat difplac'd ; 
Or whether then her mare, ill-fated, fell 
By fudden i:rip-*-'tÌ3 doubtful hcre to teli : 465 

Biiit while the ring fhe from her finger drew. 
And, in her mouth difpos'd, conceaVd from view 
Her lovely form, the ftirrups from her feet ^ 
She loft, and tumbled headlong from her feat : 
And had fhe nearer fall'n, the madman's arm 470 
Had furely fciz'd and wrought her further harm ^ 
IJer life perhaps had then the forfeit paid 
For ali her fcorn— t^ut Fortune gare her aid, 

4 Now 
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Now muft the damfel, of her mare bereft, 
SQme other palfrcy feek by fraud or thcft : 475 

For this the Paladin with eager fpeed 
Purfues i and doubt not here anothcr ftecd 
Will foOn be hers — but let us now repair 
To him who, lofing thus the vanifh'd fàir^ 
Her beaft purfu'd along the fartdy plaift t 480 

At Icngth he feiz'd her by the flowing mane : 
With eafe the Paladin her fwiftnefs ftay'd, 
As one with gentle hand the gentler maid* 
The bridle now he took, and with a bound. 
The frantic hero rifing from the ground^ 4S5 

Vaults in the feat, then drives her many a mile, 
Nor gives a moment's refpite to her toil ; 
Nor frees her from the faddle, bit, or rein, 
Nor lets her tafte of grafs, or hay, or grain. 
It chanc'd as o'er a fofle he urg'd her pace, 490 
Both beaft and man fell headlong in the place. 
No hurt Orlando knew : but with the Ihock 
The wretched beaft, mifus'd, her fhoulder broke. 

Ver. 477. anoiherjìiei 

Wtll foon he hers^l Angelica is mentioned 
again for the laft time, Book xxx. ver. iii. 

And 
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And herc compeli'd awhile Orlando ftays> 
At length athwart his back the mare he lays^ 495 
And bears as far as, fent with vigorous art^ 
Thricc from the bow-ftring flics the feather*d dart; 
Till by the weight opprefs*d, with reìn in hand. 
He leads her limpìng o*er the fhelly ftrand. 
The crippkd mare purfucs his fteps with pain — 
Come OH— come oo— Orlando crìcs in vain. 501 
At length the bridle, which a noofe fupply'd. 
He tookji and round her bcttcr leg he tied, 
Then dragg'd along, and as he dragg'd, he faid : 
Well may'ft thou foUow now> fo gently Icd. 50S 
Againft the flinty road the covering haìr 
Was rent and torn, and ali the flefh laid barc> 
Till death cafu'd j nor yet Orlando ceas*d, 
But onward drew the mangled lifelefs beaft. 
Stili tow'rds the wcft he pafs'd, and in his courfe 5 io 
Dwelling$ and towns he wafted, took by force 
From trembling peafants ali the food he fought. 
Or fruit or flefh : of wretches whom he caught 
Unhappy fome he maim'd, and fome he flew, 
And on his way with rage ungovcrn'd flew. 51 j 
Thus had it far'd 4vith her whom once he lov'd, 
^ut from hei" ring, a better fate ihe prov'd. 

Gwra'd 
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Curs'd be the ring ! and cvil chance betide 
TThe knight that with the gift hcr hand fupply'd I 
Elfe had Orlando full revenge. obtain'd 520 

For him, and cach whom once her pride difdain'd, 
Not fhe alone, but would that ali hcr kind 
Were to Orlando's frantic arm confign'd ! 
AH are ingrate ! nor 'midft the pcrjur'd race 
Is one whofe merits claim the fmalleft grace— 525 
But hold— or, ftrain'd too far, my weary lyrc 
May ili fupply the found my lays requirc. 
^ere let us for a while the tale fufpend, 
^ill the pleas'd ear ag^in attention lend« 
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